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Premeditated murder of Palestinians 

Suspected Jewish terrorists 
remanded in custody 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Police 
on Wednesday filed charges ranging from 
murder to membership of a hostile organi- 
zation against 2 5 Israelis suspected of be- 
longing to a Jewish underground that 
waged a campaign of terror against West 
Bank Palestinians. 

Six of the Israelis face charges of prem- 
editated murder in the 1983 machine gun 
and grenade attack that killed three 
students and wounded 33 others at He- 
bron's Islamic University. Eleven face 
charges of attempted murder in a 1980 
plot against prominent West Bank politi- 
cal leaders. including cur bombings that 
maimed two Palestinian mayors. 

The others face charges of stealing wea- 
pons from the Israeli army and of mem- 
bership in a hostile organization. The 
charges were contained in indictments 
filed by police in Jerusalem district court. 
The suspects were brought from a nearby 
Jail to the court but were not formally 
charged pending their next court appea- 
rance, set for 3 1 May. 

Defence attorneys were given copies of 
the indictments that contained the speci- 
fic charges each of their clients faces. 
The Justice Ministry gave reporters an 
abridged version Lhat deleted the suspects 
names, in keeping with a court blackout 
on publishing the names. 

“All 25 will be charged next week 
when the trial starts." Justice Ministry's 
Yitzhak Feinberg said. “Until today they 
were only arrested. They were not ac- 
cused. Now they have been accused," he 
added. 

Twelve of the 25 suspects face charges 
in connection with a plot to blow up five 
Palestinian buses last month. Police foiled 
the plot on 27 April and began rounding 
up the suspects, most of whom are West 
Bank settlers. 

Eighteen face charges in an attempt to 
blow up the Dome of the Rock, one of the 
Islam's most venerated shrines. Accord- 
ing to the indictment, the Dome of the 
Rock plot dates back to 1982. Several or 
the suspects face charges in more than 
one of the four cases: The Hebron Univ- 
ersity killings, the car bombing of the 


mayors, and the attempted bombings of 
the buses and the Dome of the Rock. 

Two of those facing charges or premedi- 
tated murder in (he Hebron attack also 
face charges in each of the three other 
cases, according to the information rel- 
eased by the Justice Ministry. 

Police brought the suspects to the dis- 
trict court in East Jerusalem from a 
ncurby jail. As they arrived in a grey bus. 
some were singing but others looked nerv- 
ous and hid their faces. Judge Yehuda 
Weiss ordered them detained for another 
week, pending their 3 i May court appea- 
rance. 



MANILA — Rogelo Moreno (centre) one of the six soldiers who were escorting late 
Senator Benign Aquino when he was assassinated at Manila Airport on 2 1 August iut 
year demonstrates Wednesday how he would have prevented an attacker from causing 
harm to the former senator. Moreno said he did not see the shooting but caught i 
glimpse of the alleged assassin. Rolando Galman holding a gun upward. 

(AP Wlrcphotol 


By Ersilia Moreno 
Special to The Star 

AMMAN — After seven years of negotia- 
tions a tax convention between Jordan and 
France has been drafted. The accord, 
aimed at avoiding double taxation and 
preventing fiscal evasion with respect to 
income tax on both corporate and individ- 
ual levels, is due to be ratified by both 
governments during the coming week. 

Mr Roger Gerand of the French Com- 
mercial Section at the French Embassy 
told The Star that the new agreement will 
benefit French individuals and businesses 
and most definitely encourage them to in- 
vest in Jordan. 

Until now French businesses have been 
required to pay income tax in both Jordan 
and France. Now they will only be re- 
quired to pay in Jordan, unless the per- 
centage they pay is less than it would be in 
their home country. In such situations 
they will be required to pay the percentage 
difference in France. However, Mr Ger- 
and said that this clause will rarely be lin- 
plimented as both countries generally levy 
taxes of an equal percentage. 

Mr Abu Al-Hoinmus, legal adviser of 
the Jordan Income Tax Department, said 


that Jordanians working in France will 
neither benefit nor lose as they have 
never been required to pay tax in Jordan 
on income they earn abroad. 

Under the resident definition provisions 
of the convention, both nationalities will 
enjoy complete tax exemption Tor the first 
six months of residency. Previously the 
French were taxed after one month's re- 
sidency in Jordan while Jordanians were 
taxed after residing in France for three 
months. 


Those who receive dividends from 
shareholdings and earn interest from any 
type of debt-claim in one country will be 
taxed accordingly by their home country. 
However, these dividends and interest 
may also be taxed in the country from 
which they arise unless the recipient is 
the beneficial owner. In this case the di- 
vidend recipient will be taxed not more 
than 15 per cent of the gross amount of 
the dividends or not more than 5 per cent 
of the gross amount if the recipient is a 
company lhat holds at least 10 per cent of 
the capital of the company paying the di- 
vidends. The interest recipient wifi be 
taxed not more than 15 per cent of (he 
gross amount of interest earned. 


Royalties may also be taxed in bolb 
countries. However, if the recipient it 
again the beneficial owner he will be 
taxed by no more than 25 per cent of the 
gross amount for the use of — or right to 
use trademarks — and 5 per cent of flit 
gross amount involving copywriting of lit- 
erary, artistic and scientific work - in- 
cluding films and works recorded for 
broadcasting or television — or 15 per 
cent of the gross amount in all other 
cases. 

Teachers and researchers will be the 
only professionals who will be complete!) 
tax exempt in both countries for a period 
not exceeding two years. Air France and 
Alia — The Royal Jordanian Airline 7 
have been completely tax exempt in their 
host countries on profits earned since nr 
gotiations for the tax convention began u 
1977. The airline provisions of the con 
vention officialize the exemption. 

Jordan has hud a limited lax convention 
with Italy involving tax exemption on in- 
comes derived from air and marine l re- 
port since 1975. An agreement with 
mania, similar to the French one, has aw 
been drafted and awaits signing. 

Future tax conventions with Turkey anJ 
Oman arc currently under discussion ** 
should shortly become realities. 


Efforts to defuse Gulf tension 

Britain joins in behind-the-scenes consultations 


By Len Rockingham 

Star London Correspondent 

LONDON — With increasing evidence 
that President Reagan is ready — and 
perhaps even eager — to intervene mi- 
litarily in the Gulf war, the British gov- 
ernment is taking part in urgent 
behind-the-scenes consultations to en- . 
sure that all the diplomatic options are 
explored before there is a resort to 
force by the Western powers. 

Following discussions with Britain's 
partners in the European community 
last week, the government this week 
sent to Washington a team of senior 
officials from the defence ministry and 
the foreign office for urgent talks with 
the Americans on the latest escalation 
in the Gulf war. These talks are likely 
to continue at next week's meeting of 
the foreign ministers of the NATO All- 
iance. And Britain is also engaged in 
consultations with tbe US at the United 
Nations, where the Gulf Co-operation 
Council is seeking a special meeting of 
the Security Council. 

Mood of near- panic 

Outwardly, Mrs. Thatcher's govern- 
ment is trying to calm the &ood of near- 
panic which swept through shipping, oil 
and business circles when Iranian aircraft 
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attacked three Arab- owned oil tankers, 
off the Saudi coast, Inst week. The British 
government has not responded to calls 
from either the opposition Labour Party or 
tho National Seamen's Union for any offi- 
cial warning for British ships to keep 
away from the Gulf. 

The government's view is that there is 
essentially no now danger for British 
ships or crews, since the Iraqis have been 
attacking tankers near the Iranian 611 base 
at Kharg Island for some. lime. The shi- 
powners and oil companies know what the 
risks are and they can be expected I to be- 
have responsibly. 

However, the government is very 
concerned indeed at recent indications 
from Washington that the American Ad- 
ministration may be prepared to intervene 
in the (ran- Iraq conflict, not just to safe- 
guard shipping in the Gulf but even to 
hold back Iranian land advances at the 
head of the Gulf. 

In the view of Britain and its European 
partners that could be a very dangerous 
course — it risks the danger of the Russ- 
ians also coming in, as the Saudi OH Min- 
ister, Sheikh Yamani, conceded when 
addressing a University audieqee in 
Brussels on Monday. And, in the Eu- 
ropean view, there is the danger of a 
repeat of the Lebanon fiasco, where the 
United States and allied, military force 
was committed -to a 'peace- keeping opera- 


tion', which did not have sufficient diplo- 
matic preparation or support. 


Promised support 

Britain, along with France, promised to 
support any American- led move to safe- 
guard the shipping lanes of the Gulf, 
3u lrst threatened to block the 
Straits of Hormuz. The latest Iranian ac- 
tion — in retaliating for Iraqi raids on 
shipping by striking at the ships of Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait — is a more subtle 
move than the blocking or the Straits. Bri- 
* ln has two warships — 

and the frig- 

fvp«,n h .« ybd S r available in tb e Indian 
Ocean to support any allied move to safe- 
st"? h h V h * pin8 lanes - and there is no 
SJLft 1 B [ ltiin . would fee! obliged to 
support any American-led military inter- 
vention for that, purpose. 

However, it would appear that the Bri- 

^Lr, er " ment would be rather more 
reluctant to support other types of mi- 

inle rventicn - for example the 
deployment of the United States air- 
JSjiJ Saud > land bases — espe- 
th , C P™P°se of such interven- 

iL l i* mpt to turn the tide in 
the land war between Han and Iraq. 
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‘ US priorities are wrong’ 

Prince Hassan describes political situation 


Amman, 31 May — 6 June 1984 


INSIDE 


Jordan, France draft tax agreement 

Convention to encourage investments 


IONDON ( Star) — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan has said 
that the current stage in the Middle 
fast political situation can be de- 
scribed as “stagnant because of the 
absence of initiatives from the.Ameri- 
can side and the unclear position of 
opposition party leaders in Israel — 
when they speak of a comprehensive 
solution to the Palestinian question. ” 

Prince Hassan — currently in London 
- was speaking to a BBC Arab service 
correspondent in an interview which was 
aired on Wednesday. 

He said, the fact remains that the ruling 
Likud Party in Israel claims that Pales- 
tinian land is the land of Israel and acts 
accordingly. Prince Hassan said that Jor- 
dan imagines a formula whereby (he 
search for peace concentrates on the fu- 
ture of the land before the settlement of 
peoples' rights. 

The Crown Prince added that it is unfor- 
tunate to see America's strategic priori- 



Prince Hassan: Neutralizing the Gulf 

lies come before the issues of (he peoples 
of the world, including the Gulf region. 

“We have expected from the United 
States to respond favourably to His 
Majesty King Hussein's call in 1980 to 
declare the Gulf region a neutral area in 
armed conflicts. But after four years we 


Arabs and Jews announce 
joint slate for July elections 


TEL AVIV (AP) -— A group of Arabs liv- 
ing in 1948 Palestine and Jews who advo- 
cate the creation of an independent Pales- 
tinian state announced a list of candidates 
tor parliament on Wednesday. 

Their election slate, called the Pro- 
gressive List for Peace, is headed by a 
Monammed Miary, a Palestinian lawyer 
*no until a month ago was forbidden to 
zjy c h ?roe city of Haifa because he 
™i Palestine Liberation Organization 
■woers in Geneva last fall. 

The no. 2 spot is held by Matti Pelcd; a 
veteran Jewish peace activist who holds 
,he rank of general in the army reserve 
corps. 

. The rest of the slate of 1 20 candidates 
1* equally divided between Jewish and 
iwh JSf’?®?* °T Israel. The Arabs include 
Christians and Muslims, Palestinians 
*00 bedouin. 

'I would say that realistically we might 
Wln tetween two and four seats in the 


Knesset. Israel’s 120-member parlia- 
ment, “ Chairman Uri Avnery told a re- 
porter after a news conference. 

Avnery said the Peace slates chief goals 
seek: 

— Full equality for both the Jewish and 
Arab citizens in Israel’s pre-1967 boun- 
daries 

— And the right of the Palestinian people 
to set up a state in all territories, includ- 
ing East Jerusalem, the West Bank and 
Gnza Strip which Israel captured in (he 
I 967 war. within the context or peace be- 
tween Israel and the sole, iegilimale rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian people, the 
PLO. 

While the score of Peace list supporters 
who attended Wednesday's meeting 
stressed their belief in treating Arabs and 
Jews equally and apportioning jobs in 
their movement accordingly, the one- 
hour session was conducted entirely in 
Hebrew. 


In the past week, Britain ha* 
demned both Iran and Iraq [ or . . ^ 
tacks on tbe international 
and, while conceding that the P 
of the Iraqi attacks was to try w rt . 
the government in Teheran to 
gotiating table, Britain is £0 o 

posed to any such widening 01 
flict. 

Meanwhile, as these bebind-tlJ'jMj 
consultations continue, an in » j 
story on a related subject Jas s 11 
in the British press. ‘The Time : 
spaper reported on Tuesday tna 
had given pledges to Iraq l . . 
States diplomatic channe s) . 
would not try to sabotage tne v ^ 
overland oil pipeline from t rac < 
Jordanian Red Sea port of Aqat» 

Fears that the Israelis could 
project at any time" were exP r , c • J; 
a recent interview with ‘The ■ 
the Iraqi foreign minister, m 
Aziz. Now, according to ine .1, 
the Israeli promise not l0 ... a fln iA; 
project has been linked witn 
sual invitation — that Iraq an * 
might like to extend the . 

Eilat, whence the oil could go 
to tho port of Ashkelon on 1De . fej 
erranean cost. ' , M 
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Korean company promises 
better working conditions 


By Ibtlsam J. Dababneh 

Star Staff Writer 

— An agreement has been 
between the South Korean con- 
“"Wny. Hanbo and the En- 
nlfiu!L r f Association on the issue of em- 
JSS* S Jordanian engineers by the 
ted Jr? « y ‘ t T h e. company has also submit- 
ociatu • lCal ‘ on to register with the ass- 
danian law en ®' neers as required by Jor- 

, h ^ ta meeting between the President of 
a ' B'oeers Association, Mr. Ibrahim 
Jtf* 1 ! 1, Hanbo's Manager. Mr. Kwon 
rtiiMiT- a sr ee d to employ the same 
fnro' r Jordanian engineers as that of 
v J^ ae , rs employed by the company. Mr 
Hone r i S0 P rom *sed to improve condi- 
tha r Jordanian engineers working with 
of r“ n ?P an y 80 as to achieve the transfer 
• .weign expertise to Jordanians. 

^uuuoh, of the Engineers' 
told The star that the associa- 
(EnaWo ,or J? e d a committee known as 
ridd Eruploymeijt Committee) to 

amo no °Jut)ons to the unemployment 
. . 8 , en 8i deers. He said the committee 


find ourselves discussing the issue of free 
and safe navigation in the Gulf and an end 
to the Iraq- 1 ran war." lie said. 

Prince Hassan praised tbe present Arab 
efforts at (lie United Nations 10 find a so- 
lution to the war and called for a com- 
prehensive peace plan for (hut war- lorn 
urea. “We have to be able to rcconcen- 
trate our efforts on our basic issue, which 
is the Palestine issue," he said. 

Prince Hassan said that the Jordanian 
and Puicstiniun positions arc in complete 
agreement on the essential principles re- 
garding the UN Resolutions ( 242 and 
338). which are being uffccicd by the 
Israeli changes of the present facts in the 
occupied territories. 

He added that Jordan is trying its best to 
preserve the spirit of the Fez summit and 
continue the Jordanian- Palestinian dialo- 
gue. "The priority now is to organize the 
Jordanian- Palestinian house, but we have 
to take into consideration the feelings and 
morales of the people under occupation 
and their hopes to become free from occu- 
pation." he concluded. 
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will seek work for Jordanian engineers in 
both foreign and local companies. 

Mr Gammoh disclosed that the commit- 
tee had received several reports from Jor- 
danian engineers working with the Hanbo 
company, complaining about the way they 
are treated, Most of them are not given 
the opportunity to work as engineers. 
There is also the case of poor working 
conditions, a way to force them to leave 
the work. Some of the workers claimed 
they have not been paid for three months. 

On tbe other band, Mr. Kwon, when 
contacted denied a local newspaper report 
on his company’s violation of Jordanian 
labour law remarking that “behind such 
misunderstanding is the lack of communi- 
cations between Korean engineers and 
Jordanian engineers.” He said that the 
company employs 9 Jordanian engineers 
and will soon appoint two more. He main- 
tained that the contracts of the company 
are according to the Jordanian labour law. 
Mr Kwon rejected accusations that the 
company has not paid Jordanian employ- 
ees for a period of 3 months. He said 
“may be the company delayed payment 
for a month but not for 3 months.’ . 


Kilani criticizes rules over $30 
million World Bank loan 

AMMAN (Star) — “I am very disappointed with the World Bank's high interest 
rates and discouraged about the prospect of future Joint projects,!' Mr Mohammed 
Kllaal head of the Jordan Water Authority ( JWA) told The Star on Wednesday. He 
was answering questions related to the government decision this week to commission 
the Jordanian ambassador in Washington to sign a loan agreement for $30 million 
through the World Bank. 

The loan will be used to finance part of the water and sewerage projects In north of 
Jordan at the total cost of $60 million. Work Is expected to start on these projects In 
1985. 

Mr Kllanl said that Jordan will have to pay more than 12 per cent interest rates 
over the next 17 years with a three-year grace period. The World Bank, Mr Kilani 
said, is treating the projects, which will be completed within 12 to 18 mouths, as 
commercial ones “even though the sewerage and water projects are very much related 
to public health and the eradication of epidemics, ” he said. 

He added that the World Bank's “soft loans' ' were denied to Jordan because “of 
our country’s high category placement In comparison to other countries,” he said. 
“Such World Bank policies make further dealings very difficult. ” 

Mr Kilani said that a number of foreign and local companies arc currently working 
on final designs of the project. They Include Engineering Science, Black A Veach, 
CEO. SH2M and Arabtech. 

Tbe United States will partially finance the Karak and Tafileh projects while the 
European Market (EEC) will sponsor the Madabah and Ma'an projects, with Jordan 
covering up to one third of the total cost, Mr Kilani said. 


Labour Minister to explain new 
work permit measures soon 

AMMAN (Star) — The Labour Minister Is soon to brief the press on the Labour 
Ministry’ s new measures to be taken for the foreign workers In Jordan, The Star has 
learned from an official at the Labour Ministry. Such measures aim at organizing 
the non- Jordanian employment force In the country. 

Ad- Dust our newspaper said Wednesday that foreign workers who do not hold work 
permits will be obliged to obtaLn them or pay a minimum fine of JD 50 for each month 
delay. 

The paper said that the Labour Ministry for several months has undertaken me- 
asures to ensure and provide Jordanians with Jobs by not renewing Job permits for 
foreign workers who have been occupying Jobs that Jordanians are In need for. Such 
measures are now In full force and a huge number of foreign workers are expected to 
be continuously replaced by the Jordanian work force. 

Mlnlstry^tattstlcs show the number of foreign workers In Jordan for 1983 to be,. 
120 000, whereas tbe actual number Is estimated to be beyond this figure as there 
are workers who do not hold permits because they were not asked by their employers. 

The new measures'fbnrfr-forelgn workers — Including Arabs — to obtain work 
permits, will enable the ministry to track dqwn the actual number of non- Jordanians 
working In the country as well as defining tbe Jordanian work market and needs, so 
as to avoid Increase In unemployment among Jordanians in the future. 
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To withstand outside pressures: 

Arab states urged to forge 
economic co-operation 


By Zakl Nlmrl 

Special lo The Star 

AMMAN — An agreement has 
been signed recently in Amman, 
between the Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU) and the 
Arab Organisation for Industrial 
development. Mr. Mahdi AI- 
Obeidt. the general secretary of 
CAEU told The Star in an inter- 
view. 

The Council of Arab Economic 
Unity provides the general 
frame- work for the Arab eco- 
nomic unity. This includes the 
free transfer of Arab capital and 
goods, the transit trade, and the 
u . s ,® . of Arab Pons and other fa- 
cilities. Mr Al-Obeidi said the 
most significant decision was 
taken in 1964 in forming a new 
Arab economic market to en- 
hance economic relations and to 


promote economic integration 
between the Arab countries. 

lie oiled as an example the 
Arab economic co- operation 
through the establishment of 
four Arab companies which pro- 
duced a visible impact on Arab 
economic relations. These were 
Ihc Arab Metallurgical Company, 
the Arab Pharmaceutical Com- 
pany all based In Amman, the 
Arab Company for the develop- 
ment of livestock resources, 
based in Damascus, and the Arab 
company for Industrial Invest- 
ment in Uaghdad. 

The companies are considered 
as think-tank for the implemen- 
tation of economic studies. Mr. 
Al-Obeidi said the Council of 
Arab Economic Unity has so Tar 
established thirteen specialized 
committees, adding that these 


could be increased in the future, 
in order to co-ordinate between 
different companies and esta- 
blishments. The aim behind Lhis 
is to broaden the production 
base, inside the Arab countries,, 
and to facilitate the marketing of' 
the Arab products, which should 
replace foreign goods. 

He said the Council has con- 
ducted many feasibility studies 
intended for co-ordinating legi- 
slative procedures in Arab coun- 
tries achieve co-operation in the 
fields of agriculture, industry, 
transport and work-permit, fin- 
ance and fixation. 



Announcement 
Invitation to Borehole 
Drilling Bids 

Water Authority of Jordan (W. A. J.) invitee 
all specialised local and foreign contractors 

nrn5up« Cipate the Wddin * for drilling of 
production wells and equip! no them with 

pumps in Sahl Essawan area East of Aqaba as 
specified in the Tender Documents! 

j rested Contract ors may obtain the ten- 

W A nu 111 ® Headquarters of 

W, A. J. In Jabal El- Hussein, Tender Depart- 
ment, for JD. 100 each. pan 

»s^ofc dOCO,,,e " tS f0r tW0 (2) Contracts > 

pumps** F1V ® (5) Boreho,es equiped with 
pwnpf. 4 F,Ve (5) Boreholes equiped with 

Both In Sahl Essawan Area. 
the a i°6tM e u ^V 9 ^ SS,0n ^ N ° 0n of 


»»1U mai LIIC ICCfl- 

mcal committee* constitute the 
valid mechanism for Arab eco- 
nomic co-operation and he em- 
phasised the need for a concert- 


Qadhafi misfires ... in the 
aftermath of the London shooting 

has the Libyan revolution 

• 


Also in South magazine 
this month: 

□ Lebanon: Will the Karami cabinet be 
Lebanon's last hope? 

O Iran: Banking goes Islamic — and 
aims to aid development by favouring 
the small borrower 

□ North Yemen: President Saleh takes 
his shopping list to Paris 

□ Interview: Salim Salim, Tanzania’s 
new Prime Minister 

□ The Asia Pacific Axis: Why the 
Pacific has become the focal point of 
US foreign policy 

□ Hong Kong: China allocates US$1 
billion to reassure Hong Kong business 


run riot? 



□ Business Profile: Ngenye Kariukl, 
Chairman, Nairobi Stock Exchange 

(Z1 Nigeria: The government changes 
the currency and hopes to control the 
money supply 

ID India: New Delhi’s support for a 
separate Tamil state in Sri Lanka 
could now threaten India’s security 

□ Philippines: Whatever the outcome 
of the elections the military will 
remain in the wings 

□ Olympics: The Third World hopefuls 
who are making for the medals 

□ Special Report: Brazil . . . hard 
programmes after the ‘miracle years’. 

Now available on your news stand. 

Buy your copy now 

For further information contact: 

Jordan Distribution Agency, 

PO Box 375 Amman, Jordan Tel: 30191/2 


South 

South Publications (UK) Ltd, 
New Zealand House. 80 Haymarket. 
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Queen Alia International 
Airport is one year old 

Initial problems have been overcome 




i 


By Hiyam Asakrleh 

Special to The Star 

AMMAN — The Director of the 
Queen Alia International Airport 
udthe Civil Aviation Authority 
Mr. Mohammed Balkaz has been 

E iking about the operations at 
airport on the first annivers- 
ary of its opening. 

In an interview with The Star, 
Mr. Balkaz said there were some 
initial difficulties in operating 
flora the new airport. ‘ ‘ Occupy- 
ing a new airport entails difficul- 
ty especially if we consider that 
K did not have enough time for 
rimental operations’ ’ . He 
!d the problems arose basically 
lack of well trained staff to 
the new equipment at the 
tirport. Mf. Balkaz said the re- 
moteness of the airport as com- 
pared to the old one also posed 
some difficulties to the trans- 
porting of passengers, employ- 
ees and materials. He added 
however, that within the past 
tear, most of these problems 
have been overcome. 

Replying to a question about 
foreign companies entrusted 
Hih airport maintenance, Mr. 
wlkaz said the only foreign corn- 
pay still working at the airport 
is the Cable and Wireless Com- 
pany which was given the re- 
sponsibility of airport mainte- 
flioce for the first two years. 
8$ inTrairmrifTflWAnl iy en- 
uvll Aviation Authority who will 
over finally. 

Mr- Balkaz said landscaping 
5*“ ur « were taken to change 
« harsh desert environment of 
^airport. These, were in three 
SR* The first which was to 
Pant trees and grass on the ap- 
circles and parking 
5JJ airport has been com- 

Xii second was the 
Pronskm of 273 different plants 
« passengers lounge. The Civil 
ST* Authorit y executed the 
ttnntw 8 ® by planting some 
5?®° trees at the whole alr- 
P°rt area. 

Mr- Wka* disclosed that there 
Plans to build a Mosque, a 
dump an( i a washing bay for 
Housing Corporation is 
teJ° JyHd 3,000 apartments 
S.M 0v de accommodation for 
^ a| rport workers. 


^navigational aids, Mr. Bal- 
^himed that a study is being 
■ ihRAr n 0 tbe establishment of 
I S»°* ® mechanical landing sys- 

I year <f d i d % that ln the comj “8 
r be ini ra “? c control radar will 
r wj?,°P era | , °n- He said this will 
Jofftn i air con l f ol capacity in 
m^an skies. Meanwhile, a 
‘^room four- star hotel at the 
Expected to be com- 

tbe ncxt two or 

lflree months. 

.ofifJfe-'AU.. the Royal Jorda- 

S al lnC ’ there are 21 fore- 
l? 0m a [ lnes °P er ating to and 

kBz m sS^ ne un airp0rtl Mt - Bal ’ 
serve« w ^ ,le the oId airport 

«tte2B2L*f"^P itute in case of 
Ro y » '? h®*"* used by lhe 

Aiab w?n danl ^ n .Airforce, the 
^orrk«'A n ? s .Company and the 
iitiorr irt V rt l [ on Acadern y In ad- 
lai^’tbe?e ^ r Va ^ e R lanca which 


also to cope with (he pace of the lomelres south or Amman. The 
country's economic develop- new airport was designed to 
ment. The government realized handle 3 million passengers per 
that the old airport could not be year. There is room for expan- 
expanded due to the surrounding sion to enable it to handle 8 to 
hills and buildings. Therefore, a 12 million passengers by the 
site was chosen in Al-Jiza 30 ki- year 2000. 



General view of the Queen Alia International Airport 


Alia Presents 





Alia, The Royal Jordanian Airline is proud to present Singapore - a new 

addition to its ever-expanding network. 

Now you can travel non-stop From Amman to the Jewel of Southeast asia, the 

■“ . r " »J «uire iiched tro pical island of Singapore. 

Alia s lumhoil e e f win be j r ^ uu. » ■ , , 

TT ’ — ■ — J — 1 x^y .^sHa Y 

at 7:30 p.m. to fly you in comfort to meet the rising sun of the next day in Singapore: 


f or more intormaiion please contact Alia ollices or your local agent. 


rrfrn 


Alia: The Royal |ordanian Airline 
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V l>ulc * tl,, f Liberation Organisation (1*1.0) 
Clialriiian Yasser Arafat arrived here on Saturday from 
k? udl * r »Wa for a day’s visit. While here Mr. Arafat met 

SSJ lstw WiB Hussein and held discussions on the 
l alesfln an Issue, the international political situation and 

lifeMn !*““■ ThC PL ° Cha,rn "'" lef * «* AlVrtJ 


si" ^JeVofU^Un^s^ 

Sweileh community 
centre opens 

Project aims at helping 
delinquent children 

By Sawsan Musallam 
Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — “Changing *H* current situation of the Arab child 
means changing the future.” Dr Sari Naser, a professor of sod- 
ology at the University of Jordan, told The Star In an interview, on 
the occasion of the opening of a new community centre In Sweileh 
XATPJP ® u **day. The opening ceremony was attended by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor who also cut (he tape to declare the cen- 
tre officially opened. 

The new community centre built on four dununu of land has a 
JJjH' * theatre, a clinic and a playground for children. The 
project was financed by voluntary contributions by the local re- 
s dents. Work on the project began In 1981 . Dr Naser who super- 
vised the sociology students of the University of Jordan to build the 
centre said this is the second successful project to be undertaken 
by him. The first one was in Hal Nasal. uooenaaen 

Dr Naser explained that such centres help deprived children who 

dum|,s * Tbese chl,dren we brought 
together and taught to become more productive in the society bv 
Implanting new attitudes and ideas In them. He said the Sweileh 
community centre will organize courses In weaving, typing and 
sewing apart from teaching Illiterates tp read and write. 

I> Naser hinted that the centre has plans to Invite medical 

SlS B, Si f ? nl « 1 W , Un Vorslly of Jordan to have their researches 
there; Student engineers can also have rhclr practical studies in 
physical surveying at the centre. He sald students have much to 
f! #. t0 community. They only need some guidance and orga- 

?} Z £ t l° a ' 1 S^ 1 " 1 *°“ ld ch> n«e the face of the Arab world 

If they continue pji evicts their good workt ” •' 

Dr Naser said by setting up these commuhity centres he wanted 
1, !ffc nt o r0< ! UC S 8 nc I!L dement Into the university educational system 
!th a stress on the applied style Instead of theoretical one. He 
, Jd he wanted to expose students to society. Jet them spot the 
>r«biems and try to find solutions for them. ; 

He expressed the hope that His two experiments Id Hal Nasal amt 
in Sweileh will inspire other Arab, coUn tiles to Ulfcte “mil!? 
projects. ■ ' ■ 



Unexpected archaeological Special session at Lower House 

discoveries get underway 3 Representatives 

Early Bronze Age ttomalbs found at Uim Bigal eXpteSS their VieWS 


By Pnui Dougherty 

Sljtr Slaff Wriier 


AMMAN — Jordan's unmnil sea- 
son for unexpected archaeologi- 
cal discoveries got underway Iasi 
week with l he discovery of iwo 
Early Bronze- Age IV I UBIVJ 
toinhs at tile Jordan Valley Au- 
thority' s reservoir al Umin Hi 
gal. Workers at the piojcti were 
prep.u mg a road around the dam 
when (heir bulldozers opened up 
two holes in ihe side of (he hill. 

Mr Ted Ryan, chief engineer 
for Wimpey [mernaiionul who 
are carrying out the project, told 
The Star that the holes could 
easily have been overlooked as 
ihe limestone soil of the area is 
full of cavities. Luckily for the 
archaeologists, work at the site 
two years ago revealed an exten- 
sive EB1V cemetery, and wor- 
kers last week realised at once 
that they might have found 
something of interest. 

They notified the Department 
of Antiquities and a team from 
the American Centre of Oriental 
Research (ACOR) spent three 
days excavating the two tombs. 

Dr David McCreery of ACOR 
believes that the two tombs and 
those found in 1 982 are part of 
an extensive and quite sophis- 
ticated cemetery that adds im- 
portant evidence to a major ar- 
chaeological argument cur- 
rently underway. 

The few sites from the EBIV 
Afl'ixdtf-iAii-iai sites, there have 
been no settlements, and ar- 
chaeologists have tended to see 
this as evidence that the people 
of the time were all nomadic. 
The Umm Bigal cemetery how- 
ever seems to have belonged to a 
settled group. 

Dr McCreery says it was ex- 
tremely well organised and bu- 


• 1 K . ■ . I 


p v ^-AaMI 

Digging for archaeological clues at Umm Bigal 



rials were made over a period of 
200 years. 

From the surface it was im- 
possible to tell that there actually 
was a burial site. But those who 
dug the tombs must have had an 
exact idea of all previous work as 
none of the m run into each 
other. 

The nature of the burials also 
suggests that they were not those 
01 nomads. Nomads usually bu- 
ried their dead at once and then 
dug them up later and transfer 
^tuLw? "Tiie secondary burials 
were disarticulated, that is, the 
bones were just re- buried in 
piles with arm and leg bones 
together, skulls together etc. At 
Urn Bigal most or the skeletons 
are articulated, that is. the indi- 
vidual skeletons were intact. 

Dr McCreery expressed to the 
Wimpey Company and the 
project consultants Boyle En- 


gineering and Stanley Consul- 
tants for their co-operation 
With so much development tak- 
ing place many sites are under 
threat and the archaeologists 
must depend on the integrity of 
the construction companies. He 
was particularly impressed with 
the latest find because after their 
experience at Um Bigal two years 
ago the companies knew their 
work might be interrupted but 
they notified the department 
anyway. 

The Department of Antiqui- 
ties, in conjunction with ACOR 
has recently published a booklet 
entitled ‘Economic Development 
and Archaeology In the Middle 
East’. It details Ihe economic 
and social importance of archae- 
ology and calls for greater co- 
•operation between government, 
commerce and archaeology to 
preserve as much as possible. 
Jordan’s archaeological heritage 


Social security to cover 
Jordanians abroad 

Benefits include insurance 
disability, old age and death 


By Star Staff Writer 


AMMAN — Jordanians working 
abroad should be able to enjoy a! 

. S c mc °- f ,hc benef its of the 
Social Security Corporation's in- 
surance coverage by September 

rs. says ssc di — *>- 

Mr. Obeid told The Star that 
the SSC has now completed all 
the necessary preparations for * 
the extension of coverage to ex- 
patriate Jordanians and is now 
pbly waiting for certain Changes 
to the SSC law. He bald once the 
changes are made, they: will be 
ablo to start work within two 
weeks. 

Any Jordanian working abroad 
will be eligible bqt those in Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf Stales are 

rtil-J” 081 , Ukely t0 J°»n. Mr. 
?i~I d antici P ate S that every year 
10,000 people will join , i n the- 
first five. years;- . : . *.«■ . = '.-'i , : - 

i’Hey ttiif b* emitted to insu- 
rance for. disability, old age and ' 
death. Coverage will not be . 
available for work injury or oc- 


r* v . 

part owns a pre-casi 
factory where productic 
piiter controlled. This ena ^ 
quality to , be maintained -| 



disease as article 3B 
of the SSC law stales that it ap- 
plies to workers who are subject 
w th i Jordanian Labour Law. 
k"' Sfl id that as workers 

outside are not covered by this 
law and the SSC cannot control 
«?■' working conditions or 
follow up; claims adequately it is 
not practical to offer this cover- 
age. 

Workers abroad will make both 
, ,, own and ihe employers 
contribution to the scheme, they 
can also buy back coverage to In- 
crease their ultimate pension. 

They will be able to choose be- 
tween paying the full 1 3 per cent 
as they work or possibly contri- 
bute only a percentage and then, 
paying the rest when they 
receive their compensation or 

woTk anCe Pay Whea they fiaish 

Payment conditions 

Payment conditions for pen- 
sions are the same as those for 
people working in Jordan. Pen 7 


sions are paid monthly, and old- 
age pensions are paid at the rale 
of two per cent of the monthly 
salary multiplied by years of con- 
tribution to the system. 

If workers remain abroad once 
they retire, they can have tneit 
pensions sent io them. If ,tll T 
return to Jordan to work. 
pensions will be calculated l '« 3 
balance between two sal®”*' 
they have earned. Mr. 
phasised that every effort wui « 
made to ensure that they rc«i 
the maximum pension possine 

Where the demand from Jor- 
danians abroad is sufficient- 
SSC will be able to open its 


our attaches at Joraani »i» . 

bassies. Mr. Obeid said expa 
ate workers will also be entuie 
to make deposits with the a 
that they can purchase ap 
• ments on their return lo J ^ Dl 
If they do not have sufficien 

money to buy the 
they will be able to obtain a 
for the balance. 

Mr. Obeid added that 1 
apartment obtained throuKhj 
•SSC will be of a good sla^ 
and properly built. The 

nart numi a nre- cast conCf® 


THE LAST Parliamentary session of the Lower House 
of Representatives has raised more questions than an- 
swers. Most of these questions do not deal with the 
topics discussed in that eventful session as much as 
they concentrate on the nature of the relation that ex- 
ists and is evolving between the legislative and execu- 
tive branches. Eighteen representatives presented a 
list of demands and clarifications and voiced their cri- 
ticism of existing functions and policies of the govern- 
ment and its institutions. 

To gauge the effect of that controversial session and 
its aftermath Star reporters Amal Ghandour and Fadla 
Faqlr talked to three representatives: Mr Leith 
Shubeilatt (Amman), Mr Atti Abu Al Ezz ( Aqaba) and 
Mr Rizk Al Bataineh (Irbid) on the issues discussed 
and the actual change in government policies that the 
House can bring about. 


Od the last Parliamentary 
session 

Mr Shubeilatt: “As a first at- 
ttsipl, the last Parliamentary. 
Kssion was a good sign of ap- 
pealing a new line of behav- 
iour between the two authorities. 
However, in future sessions the 
government will first present its 
position, and the representatives 
MB give their reply eight days 


later according to the internal re- 
gulations of the House.” 

Mr Abu Al Ezz: “The repre- 
sentative is the medium between 
the citizen and the government. 
After a ten year freeze the Par- 
liament should be given time to 
renssume fully its old legislative 
prerogatives.” 

Mr Bataineh: "The last ses- 
sion represented a healthy demo- 


Mr Shubeilatt 

cratic practice. A number of the 
representatives discussed iss- 
ues pertinent to the lives of 
many in the society.” 

On the government* s reactions to 
the demands and suggestions 
raised by the representatives 

Mr Shubeilatt: "If the gov- 

ernment is serious, it will take 
steps towards meeting the repre- 
sentatives' proposals. If (hey do 
not, I will move towards with- 
drawing my confidence.” 

Mr Abu Al Ezz: “I am con- 
fident that the government will 
incorporate at least some of the 
suggestions made by the repre- 
sentatives. If the prime minister 
was one of us (a House represen- 
tative) he would have presented 
the same demands. Personally, I 
feel, that all the prime minis- 
ter’s answers were convincing 


Mr. Abu Al Ezz 

and 1 do not doubt his intentions. 
Of course. iT Ihe government 
does not co-operate with the Par- 
liament on the latter's demands, 
then there are a number of 
measures which the Parliament 
can resort to, such as the budget 
balance and the confidence 
vote. ’ ’ 

Mr Bataineh: “The Prime 

Minister’s response, albeit can- 
did. was not as comprehensive 
as I would have liked it to be. For 
example some of the issues 
raised by some representatives, 
such as the right to establish po- 
litical parties, were not referred 
to. If democratic practices do not 
produce democratic results, they 
become meaningless. We hope 
that representatives' views will 
be translated in to actual pro- 
grammes to be implemented. 

"It is only natural for the par- 
liament and the government to 


What caused the engineers unemployment 
‘Their number is expected to rise to 28,173 by 


By Amal Ghandour 

S*ar Stafr Wriier 
AMMAN — Warning: If you or 
Hiyofyour friends are thinking 
® studying engineering, slopt 
ww or suffer later. A recent 
“[rage of shocking official slu- 
•®ks and forewarnings from 
observers . re mons l ra t e 
Z. ! he unemployment line 
«« the only vacancy Tor ninny 
u the new proud engineers. 

According to tho Higher Edu- 
Si-Couneirs study for 
82- 1983, 18,085 Jordanians 
currently studying in 43 
gnes including Jordan. 

1 8 Jorda n was blessed with 
,067 engineer for 1982, the 
ISrm, ,S expected to rise tb 
" b y the end of I 990. 

it!! ll ? *? cal and outside mar- 
[;{dintu n rary t0 the experts' 

1 “ aintain ihei ^ ab - 
856 enginee- 
between 1974- 
2 718 - while an estimated 
h mar!?! ne i r f s n ° od annually 

of ™ 8 rk eerS Wi ‘ l “ m 
Development drive 
- ambitious drive to- 

*Dd 7n s « ^P? 0nl in the 60s 
die enalS« d } he abse nce of na- 
Gulf efifr/ 111 ! ski “ 8 in the 

j wdanS?“ rag ? d lhB inflow of 
civil enoi l n* en8lneers * especially 
oiai Sf er \ ** Abd Al R*h- 
^Rineertil k head of the Civil 
^er S A 8 0fl Br ? n ? h o f ^ En- 
Uial ** du ^ a « on . explains 
onthebuiiHiS r concentration 
,Ure of jJS? 8 of the lnf«struc- 
%e esSS* many students 

10 


!. costs are controlled. 


■ameers r«_ ;«rv ,Hiere c cn 
tfr e ffi I 0r J984 wiU hai 

:: ‘THed, ^ 0Ub ^ dto 13,09 5 

■p. a’fr P^ts out, 

^ Brs -; e Wous need for en- 

civiI ej h- 


gincers, during the 70s. ‘En- 
gineers Working In Jordan’, a 
1983 study by a research group 
heuded by the Minister of Lab- 
our. Mr Taysccr Abdul Jaber. 
shows that out of u total 2.841 
engineers, 744 (450 of them ci- 
vil engineers) were working out- 
side Jordan including the West 
Bunk in 1974. According to the 
Federation's latest statistics, 
5.44 2 engineers (2,541 civil 
engineers) out of 9,667 were 
working outside Jordan in 1982. 

Economic slowdown 

However, by the beginning of 
1983 the picture began to 
change. The economic boom of 
the 70s was slowly fading and an 
economic slowdown began to 
hover over the Gulf and Jordan. 
Moreover, Mr Bltar notes that 
many young Gulf engineers, who 
were lacking conspicuously be- 
fore, were starting to join their 
countries’ work force, learn 
from the more experienced Jor- 
danian engineers, to ultimately 
replace them. 

"While not many Jordanian 
engineers might have returned 
yet from the Gulf, practically 
none has been recruited there 
since 1982. Returning Jordanian 
engineers, Mr Bitar says, will 
either set up their own bu- 
sinesses, or take the jobs other- 
wise reserved for the fresh en- 
gineering graduates. 

Unemployment among en- 
gineers in Jordan began to take 
shape in 1983, witb an es- 
timated 1.252 engineers out or 
work. (This figure is not accur- 
ate because it does not include 
the number of engineers who 
joined the military draft and 
those who did .not register with 
the Federation) . Experts predict 
that 1984 will be much worse, 
because of the' expected 80 per 
.cent diminution in the absorptive 
capacity of both local and outside 
markets. 

Lack of coherent infrastruc- 
; tore 

Jordan itself, for lack of a coh- 
erent infrastructure and mainte- 



Mr. Abd Al Rahman Al Bltar 


nance development programme, 
is unable to absorb some of the 
unemployed engineers, re- 
marks Mr Bitar. Says he: "I am 
sure that many sectors in Jordan 
need infrastructural develop- 
ment. But the problem is not how 
much the development process 
needs in terms of numbers in en- 
gineers, but how many the cur- 
rent development plan can ab- 
sorb.” 

Mr Bitar argues that the imba- 
lance In Jordan’s development 
schemes is preventing many civil 
and other engineers from finding 
work. "Wnen you build up the 
infrastructure,” he says, "then 
another phase, maintenance op- 
erations, set in." Funds for 
this phase have been low, com- 
plains Mr Bitar, due to neglect 
and shortsightedness in both the 
private and public sectors. 

He adds that if "maintenance 
operation of roads, buildings, 
telephone lines and others, are 
improved then many civil, mech- 
anical and electrical engineers 
will be employed, and costs 
spared.’* 

Many contracting offices, Mr 
Bltar points ouL do not actually 
employ engineers to supervise 
the construction of buildings, 
This, other t&an exacerbating 


the unemployment problem he 
said, leaves the building "with 
bad quality, short life expect- 
ancy, safety hazards and un- 
necessary maintenance costs.” 

Foreign companies, which 
were initially welcomed as tem- 
porary substitutes for Jorda- 
nian engineers working outside, 
have also begun recently to ag- 
gravate the country's unem- 
ployment problem. 

Foreign engineering compa- 
nies 

Korean and Chinese contract- 
ing companies , which offer the 
most competitive prices in the 
market, are continuously under- 
cutting Jordanian contracting 
firms. Mr Bitar explains that 
those companies are supported 
by their governments, with mini- 
mum labour costs compared to 
Jordanian firms. "If the prime 
perimeter for awarding contracts 
is cost, then the South Asian 
companies will be able to com- 
pete and win,” he declared. 
Nearly 55 per cent of the invest- 
ments made in construction, Mr 
Bitar estimates, are given to 
non- Jordanian companies. 

The 153 registered foreign en- 
gineers In Jordan, who are in- 
directly preventing their Jorda- 
nian counterparts from working, 
Mr Bitar challenges, are a distor- 
tion of the real number of fore- 
ign engineers. He explained 
that, many foreign contracting 
companies often assign different 
job descriptions to many of their 
foreign engineers to avoid regis- 
trations with the Engineers' Ass- 
ociation and hence sidestep the 
1972 regulation requiring fore- 
ign companies to employ a mini- 
mum of 50 per cent Jordanian 
engineers of all foreign en- 
gineers in their construction 
projects. 

The Engineers Association, 
which has already moved to cor- 
rect this anomaly is persuaded to 
follow the example of other Arab 
countries In halting future viola- 
tions of the law, says Mr Bitar. 

For example, in tender do- 
; cuments for big projects in Saudi 


Mr. Bataineh 

hold divergent views occasio- 
nally. Still, it is paramount that 
the government respects the Par- 
liament's views, and for the Par- 
liament to appreciate the govern- 
ment’s limitations.” 

On the controversy over the pow- 
ers of the Intelligence Depart- 
ment 

Mr Shubeilatt: "We are com- 
pletely against anyone who tam- 
pers with the security ol this 
country, but this does not mean 
(hat the security or welfare of 
the individual have to be com- 
promised. If the government 
cannot give us security within 
the rules, then it is a weak gov- 
ernment. Every country has its 
intelligence service, but it can 
become monstrous if left un- 
checked.” 

Continued on page 32 

problem? 

1990’ 

Arabia, the consultant specifics 
the minimum requirement of 
qualified staff assigned by the 
contractor on Ihe job. This proc- 
edure, Mr Bitar argues, "offers 
little chance for a local or fore- 
ign company to escape from ad- 
hering to the regulations.” 

Solutions 

A clear statement in contracts 
specifying the conditions and de- 
scribing the organizational needs 
for the project will also assist in 
imposing the required level of 
engineers, suggests Mr Bilar. 
Identifying the nature of projects 
"which non- Jordanian contrac- 
tors should not be invited to, 

and awarding contracts to local 
firms offering a I 5 per cent hi- 
gher price than foreign compa- 
nies” will all secure more jobs 
for our local engineers who need 
and deserve such opportunities 
in their country, he adds. 

However, Mr Bitar cautions 
that such reforms will still fall 
short of absorbing all the unem- 
ployed engineers. He said, tak- 
ing into consideration the ex- 
pected growth rate he can see 
real problems in taking In (he ex- 
pected number of unemployed 
engineers. 

Yet, he believes that the over- 
flow of engineers does not truly 
emanate only from present eco- 
nomic difficulties in the Gulf and 
deficiencies in Jordan's develop- 
ment programmes and contract 
regulations. The educational po- 
licy which stili gears students to- 
wards the old needs of a fast 
changing country, and the lack 
of proper home or school career 
"counselling to offer them alter- 
natives to engineering, are some 
of the root causes for this wave 
of unemployment. 

Resentment, predicts Mr Bi- 
tar, will overtake many of the 
unemployed engineers, remind- 
ing that unemployment is more 
than an economic inconve- 
nience. He concludes: "If we do 
not move now to. alleviate, at 
least, some of the pressure on 
'the market, H will grow beyond 
anyone* s control, ! * 
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AMMAN — A number of activities were organized to mark the 38lh anniversary of 
JorduD s Independence last Friday. Prominent among them was the special air show 
y” e . , fn /. t 5 c publlc ! organized Jointly by the Royal Jordanian Falcons, the Royal 
Jordanian Airforce and the Cerebral Palsy Foundation of Jordan. Picture (Left) 




gy 


if 


New ... TriStar Service 


Chicago 


■ Hi*” 47 VlAVIEMy^^ 


Now York 


Los Angeles 


Now you can travel direct from Amman on Alla’s twice-weekly TriStar service to Chicago and 
Los Angeles. Come ... enjoy the easiest, most convenient flight out of Amman to the hearted 

and West coast of America, and experience our Arabic hospitality and warm service offered by 
our International flight crew. 

Fly Alia, we wUl take you to more American cities than any other Airline from the Middle East. 



AMMAN 

VIENNA 


CHICAGO 


shows Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor watching the show ai th. i. 
ma» Maria Airport Right: His Majesty ( oxtretne right) help! 1,1 
a parachute soon after the latter had landed from the skies. V pe *' 

( Pictures by Nasser Nanvoull) 

' The Pension 
# Fund receives 

ervice delegations 

By Sawsan Musallam 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Pension Foil 
has in the past two wttki 
received three foreign deliu- 
tlons. An official of the Fund Alt 
Saleh Al RefaM, told The Slit 
that the first delegation, a Dale! 
working team stayed for Ikrtt 
days, made an agricultural air- 
keting survey and dlscuutd li 
principle the possibilities of Joint 

_ _ _ venture projects between Jordu 

v iPYitia and HoU ™- 

" During Its stay, the ten * 

sited many sites In Jordan nl 
submitted reports about their 
findings Including p<™ 
projects that could be lmpleiifBl 
ed In association with Ihe had. 
Mr Al Refa’l said the Food will 
Na study these reports and larll* t« 

team again to make detailed fei- 
H siblllty studies ou pnrfKUijMc* 

will be agreed upon. He poluW 
out that such teams are lamed » 
give technical assistance an* 
know-how In the field of *ip c “' 
H tural projects management •*■ 

cause they arc good experts n 
animal and plant production. 

^ “ The Fund has previously »F«j 

A with Holland on a sheep-ral^j 

R£S>. M.y'M 

Amman SiWttS. JB^S 

Amman 

operative Corporation, tnewjj 


Ministry of Agriculture. 

Last week a l e Aj|waB ! 

delegation also arrived la j i 
for a two week visit. An W \ 
delegation which C,B * 
also discussed ^ 00 fJ r , , « ww«» 
expansion of IndostriM ^ 
the two countries. 
cussed Include 
ducts and concentrates 
food Industries. 

Mr 'RefaM said a Jd«j LlS win 

lau- Iraqi Industrial , 

be eatahllshed soon ni» ■ j £d 
of JD 28 , 000,000 Jo 
the projects. He JdU 

delegation will vlsltj *8j eC j|... 

to discuss father lw M F 
The Pension ***£&* 

meat Investment corpo * 

Initiator of P^SSjali'W^ 
per cenrofltslio^VlS 


Amman 


D *y« Monday and Friday 

Pep 


tOS ANGELES Arr 

, , , Aliii: Ri'N J^jdaniaij Airti^: 


e -JGIVMMMTAF 



per cent of its [ wK 

industrial sector. JJ ^ iff 
vestments In hotels, .... 
other securities. . ,_^s 

The. Fnpd’s 

»a’V ! 3 s »3 



Fluctuating 

handling 

By Mamdouh El-Ghaly 

THE HANDLING volume and price levels have been fluc- 
tuating during this week, while big denis took place within 
the various sectors. Some elements expressed optimism to- 
wards a further improvement in the market’s movement. 
This optimism stems from the activities within the market 
during this week. 

About 680,000 shares were handled during this week at a 
market value of about JD 1.200.000 divided nmong 820 
contracts; a decrease of 37.1 per cent compared to last 
nek. 

The daily handling average came to JD 240,000 with a 
deviation of 19.8 per cent or 4 per cent of the total around 
this average thus indicating the extent of fluctuation wilhin 
the handling movement. 

The shares of about 63 companies were handled from 
which 30 companies gained including; Yarmouk Insurance 
closing al JD 1.260 up from JD 1.090; Mass Blades Manu- 
facturing Company at JD 0. 680 up from JD 0. 600; The Jor- 
danian Financial Securities at JD 1 . 300 up from JD 1 . 1 60; 
The Jordanian Wood Manufacturing and Production at JD 
0.860 up from JD 0.770. Twenty four companies lost in- 
cluding: Petra Insurance closing at JD 0. 8 10 down from JD 
900; Petra Bank al JD 4.900 down from JD 5.400; Paper 
and Cardboard Manufacturing al JD 1.540 down from JD 
1.650; The Jordan Lime and Silicate Brick Industries at JD 
O.SSO down from JD 0.570. 

Nine Companies had no cliunge in their share value. 

The Star index at dosing lime came to 276.900; a de- 
crease of 2.5 points or a 0.9 decrease. 

In the over-the-counter market, more than 280.000 
shares were handled at a market value of JD 145,000. 

Trading in the regular market was distributed among the 
sectors according to the following percentages: 

Sector Market Last 

share week* s 

Banks 59.2% 86.8% 

Industry 24.7% 10.3% 

Services 1.8% 1 % 

Insurance 14.3% 1.9% 

Prominent firms whose shares were traded, by seel or: 


Banks (out of 16 traded) 

(• Islamic Bank 
\ National Bank 
L Arab Bank 

’• Jordan Securities Corporation 

Industrials (out or 30 traded) 

!■ {ordan Cement Factories 
«• Mass Blades 
Manufacturing Company 

Aluminium Manufacturing 
5* Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
international 
Chemical Industries 
Services (out of 7 traded) 
l. Jordan Electric Power 

Insurance (out of 10 traded) 

l- Arab Insurance 


snare aiim® 

of sector of market 


56.5% 
9.5% 
7. 1 % 
6.7% 


29.8% 


33.3% 

5.6% 

4.2% 

4% 


89.5% 


12 . 1 % 


The weekly record 
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DM 7 0 million German loan to 
help low- income groups in Jordan 

Mixed financing introduced for the first time 


By Pam Dougherty 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Economic pressures 
within Germany are reflected in 
the biennial loan agree me nl 
signed between West Germany 
ami Jordan in Bonn last week. 
The 1984/85 loan figure of DM 
70 million maintains the 
1982783 level but an element of 
mixed financing has been intro- 
duced for the first lime. The way 
is now open for projects to be 
financed by a combination of 
government and commercial 
loans. 

The commercial loans will be 
arranged through the Kreditan- 
stali Fur Wiedcraufbau (Credit 
institute for Re-construction) 
and will be tied to German sup- 
pliers. 

Counsellor at the German Em- 
bassy Mr Rudiger Letup told The 
Star (hat Germany has always 
been opposed to lied loans but 


that Ihe mixed financing arran- 
gement reflected the em- 
ployment situation in Germany 
and the efforts of other OECD 
countries to further their exports 
through state supported export 
guarantees. He emphasized that 
the government loans will conti- 
nue to be untied. 

Mr Lemp said (hat the mixed 
financing will result in only a 
slight increase in interest rates 
which will re mu in well below 
commercial rates. 

The first project Tor which 
mixed financing will be arranged 
is the DM 90 million North Jor- 
dan water supply project which 
will mainly serve the vi I luges 
around Irbid. Total German sup- 
port for the project will be DM 
60 million — DM 4 8 million 
from the government loan and 
DM 1 2 million through commer- 
cial credits. 

Other allocations from the DM 
70 million will go to the Agricul- 


tural Credit Corp. ( DM 1 0 mill- 
ion) and DM 10 million to (he 
King Hussein Medical Centre for 
the purchase of diagnostic radio- 
logical equipment. Mr Lcmp said 
that (he German government 
agreed to the Jordanian request 
for aid for these purchases on 
the condition that the general im- 
putation will have access to the 
new facilities. 

DM 2 million will also he pro- 
vided for technicul aid for the 
Zarka River Basin project. 

An agreement was also signed 
in Bonn for German technical aid 
to Jordan for the next 1 2 
months. Mr Lump said that 
amount agreed was DM 1 3 mill- 
ion and most of its will finance 
the extension of on-going 
projects. 

One new. and potentially im- 
portant project is to finance the 
first phase of a three part study 
of the potential of the Lajjun oil 
Continued on page 8 


Arab Mining to explore for 
minerals in Mauritania, Somalia 

AMMAN (Star) — The Arab Mining Company (AMO is looking for new projects lu the neighbouring 
Arab countries. The Mauritanian Minister of Mining and Industry Mr. Dlabera Maroufn and Soma- 
lia's Minister of Mineral Wealth and Water participated last week in the company’s annual board of 
directors gathering. The meeting was also attended and chaired by Mr. Hussein Al Jasem, the compa- 
ny’s chairman of the board and representative in Kuwait. 

The Star has learned that the Mauritanian minister discussed matters related to the possibility of the 
extraction and utilization of phosphate that was discovered recently in his country. AMC spokesman 
said that the company acts as a consultant to two big companies In Mauritania specializing in Iron and 
copper extraction. 

AMC received offers from the Somalian minister to explore that country’s wealth in phosphate. 

AMC has a number of projects In Jordan in addition to copper project In Mauritania, zinc in Mo- 
rocco, Aluminium in Tunis, iron In Bahrain and a construction Industry In North Yemen. 

Also AMC is looking for ventures In Sudan, the UAE and South Yemen. 


Cement company nets record profit 

JCFC to increase production 
to meet local demand 



By Ibtlsam Dababnch 

Star Staff Writer 

FUHE1S — The current eco- 
nomic recession did not affect 
Jordan Cement Factories Compa- 
ny’s (JCFC) profits as it did in 
other developing countries, ac- 
cording to the company s Finan- 
cial Manager Mr Suleiman 
Hafez. 

Speaking lo The Star Mr Hafez 
said that JCFC’s profit and loss 
statement for the P e n r i 0 ^. ‘ ron ] 
April to December 1983 showed 
a net profit or JD 6,529.01 ! 
million, compared lo JD 5,4/-. 
273 million for the period from 
March 1982 to March 1983. 

Increase in production and the 
suspension of cement imports 
into Jordan are the main reasons 
behind the company’s good per- 
formance, Mr Hafez said. These 
factors have saved about $36 
million in 1984 in favour of the 
company's balance sheets. 

Mr, Hafez said that statistics 
showed a world decrease in the 
average individual use of cement 
from 200 kg In 1981 to 190 kg 
in 1 982 i while in Jordan the fig- 
ure h8S increased lo 769 kg in 
1983 compared to 755 kg , in 
1982. 

JD 2 million rejaresenting 12 
per cent of JCFC’s net profit will 


be distributed to shareholders. 
On the other hand the govern- 
ment netted JD 14.4 million 
from production tax. customs 
duty on imported cement, profits 
from government shares in JCFC 
and additional taxes, compared 
to JD 12.5 million for the same 
period of last year. The total 
Treasury income from the 
cement company this year is ex- 
pected lo be JD 18 million. 


Mr Hafez said that the produc- 
tion of clinker — a basic material 
in producing cement — has 
reached 1 . 2 million tonnes in 
1983 compared to 814,829 ton- 
nes in 1982. 


According to the company’s 
statement, the quantity of local 
cement sold was 1.27 million 
tonnes in 1983, compared to 
78 4,4 1 0 tonnes in 1 982. On the 
other hand imported cement de- 
creased from I million tonnes in 
1982 to 642,000 tonnes in 
1983. 

To meet the increasing local 
demand, the company stopped its 
cement exports and covered the 
deficit through some Imports. In 
addition JCFC is planing to con- 
struct production line number 7 
with a capacity of 1,000,000 
tonnes of cement per year. The 
implementation of this complex 
is expected to begin at the end of 
1 985, Mr Hafez said. 


Housing for employees 


TO IMPROVE living, and 
working conditions of its em- 
ployees, the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company (JCFO Is 
constructing 250 housing un- 
its for the company* s employ- 
ees in the Fuhels area, 20 km 
'went of Amman. 

An official at JCFC told 
The Star that the project cov- 
ers an area of 23,000 square 


metres. Costs are estimated at 
JD 3,500,000 million being 
financed by JCFC and a loan 
of JD 2,000,000 from the 
Social Security Corp. 

The project is to be com- 
pleted In two phases: the first 
phase covets 196 housing un- 
its and the second 54 units of 
different sizes. The complex 
Is expected to be completed In 
June 1985. 
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economy 

Group of three plan future co-operation 

APC, JFIC and JPMC join their resources 


By Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — J984 is the year of 
co-operation for Jordan's three 
industrial "giants": The Arab 
Potash Company ( APC) , the Jor- 
dan Fertiliser Industry Company 
t JFIC) and the Jordon Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC), says 
Hassan Sha’Sha’ secretary- gen- 
eral of the trio's co-ordinating 
committee. 

In an interview with The Star, 
Mr. Sha'Sha’ said that many 
co-operative projects planned in 
earlier years are now coming to 
fruition and will be in operation 
in the coming months. They 
have been developed by the co- 
ordinating committee and its 
four sub- committees for techni- 
cal, administrative, financial 
and marketing activities. 

A feasibility study is now 
underway by Switzerland’s Krebs 
and Co. for a nil rogen- phosph- 
ate- potash (NPK) fertiliser 
plant. An interim report on mar- 
keting and on available processes 
is due In mid- June. Another 
study is underway for a plant to 


produce explosive grade ammo- 
nium nitrate which is used in the 
mining industry. At present Jor- 
dan uses 1Q,0QQ tonnes per an- 
num and this will rise to 15,000 
tonnes by 1987. Mr. Sha’Sha’ 
said he believes it could be poss- 
ible to build a plant to produce 
45-50,000 tonnes annually. 
Production could be sold to the 
cement industry in. Jordan and 
abroad. 

If the ammonium nitrate plant 
proves feasible it will be con- 
structed by the JPMC as it is the 
sole authority in Jordan for the 
importation, storage and distri- 
bution of ammonium nitrate. 

Mr. Sha'Sha’ said that by the 
end of 1984 the group of three 
should be enjoying the benefits 
of a co-ordinated programme for 
spare parts and maintenance. 
Warehouse supervisors arc now 
drawing up a list of all their 
spare parts and in an emergency 
members mil be able to borrow 
from each other, rather than 
having to lose production time 
while waiting for parts to arrive 
from outside. 

Another activity for 1984 will 
be (he establishment of a soil 


Alitalia’s turnover increases by 16 


ROME (Star) — Alitalia's board 
of directors met under the chair- 
manship of Dolt. Umberto Nor- 
dio to examine the results of the 
1983 financial year which closed 
with a net profit of 18.4 billion 
lire against the profits of 1.8 
and 1.3 billion respectively for 
1981 and 1982. 

Favourable credit balances 
produced by the operating reven- 
ues were an important factor in 
this improvement having in- 
creased from a loss of 52.4 bill- 
ion lire in 1982 to a profit of 
156.7 billion lire In 1983. The 
turnover rose from 2129 billion 
lire in 1982 to 2470 billion in 


1983 registering a 16 per cent 
increase. The total turnover of 
the Alitalia group was 2745 bill- 
ion lire In 1983 against the 
2328 billion of 1982. 116.4 
billion lire were set aside for 
amortization and depreciation 
against the' 107.1 billion of 
1982 while 5.6 billion lire were 
allocated for tax payments. 


The company's financial struc- 
ture has considerably streng- 
thened the ratio of third party 
means — company means in- 
creasing from 2. 9 at the close of 
1982 to 2.5 at the close of 
1983. 


Self-financing also Registered 
a considerable improvement ris- 
ing from 2.7 billion lire in 1982 
to 188.6 billion In 1983. 

The 1983 financial year was 
seriously burdened by t be rise in 
the, US dollar against most 
European currencies and in par- 
ticular against the lira. As far as 
Alitalia was concerned the rise 
or the dollar created a debit entry 
of 1 09. 8 billion lire for currency 
charges only partially compen- 
sated by increased values for a 
totat of 9 1 . 3 billion lire deriving 
mainly from the disposal of used 
aircraft following the recent pur- 
chase of new planes. 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
NOTICE FOR ISSUE OF 
TENDER NO. 49/83 

JORDAN TRANSMISSION DEVELOPMENT - STAGE V NORTH 

TRANSFORMERS 

The Jordan Electricity Authority Intends to extend the existing J.E. A. 132/6 KV substa- 
tion at Fuhels In order to provide reinforcement to the electrical power supplies to the 
Fuhels works of the Jordan Cement Factories Co. Ltd. 

For thlsi the Authority announces the availability of the following Tender Document be- 
longing to the 132 KV Transmission Development Project North Jordan Stage V as from 
Tuesday 22.5.1984: 

Tender No. 49/83: -Transformers 

Includes design, manufacture, Inspecting and testing, packing for export, insurance, 
delivery to rite, complete. erection, commissioning and maintenance for a period of twelve 
months of one 132/6 KV 25 M.V.A. power transformer, one 6/0.4 KV 200 K.V.A 
Auxiliary transformer and ancillary equipment for Fuhels 132/6 KV existing S/S. 


The Authority Invites the manufacturers and the qualified Tenderers only to bid ftr the 
above mentioned tender, and tenderers will be required to provide evidence of substantial 
experience in work of a similar nature which they have performed In this field. ■ 
Tenderers who are Interested In. this Tender can obtain docuUeaU of the Tender from the* 
Tender Section at the Jordan Electricity Authority Building — Jabal Anunaa between Sixth 
and Seventh Circles, at a non refundable amount of JD 50 for Tender No. 49/83 which 
consist of one sot (two copies) , together with a set of tender. drawlB|s. 

The last date of submission of Tender to the Jordan Electricity Authority offices — Jabal 
Amman Is at 9. 00 a.nu an Monday 13.8. 1984 and sabadtted la the secretary of the 
Tenders, committee. . . . • ; 

All offers should Include a hid bond of 2 % of Tender price In favour of Jordan Electricity 
Authority. Any offer, does not include this bond or received after closing date shall not be 
considered. ; ■ 

The Jordan Electricity Authority does not bind Itself ito accept tl^ lovieri of any tender/ : nor 
will It be responsible for any costs Inc or ted by tenderers la preparing their tenders; 


analysis laboratory in conjunc- 
lion with the Royal Scientific So- 
ciety (RSS) and other interested 
organisations, including the 
Ministry of Agriculture. It will 
then be possible to advise far- 
mers on I be correct types and 
quantities of fertiliser to use ac- 
cording to a precise analysis of 
their soil types. 

Marketing efforts are being 
made to reduce shipping and 
vessel- chartering costs. Two 
staff members from the JPMC 
and possible one each from the 
other companies are to go to Eu- 
rope this year to work with ma- 
jor European companies specia- 
lising in these fields. The expert- 
ise they gain will be available to 
all three. There arc also many 
possibilities for joint marketing 
and for the exchange of informa- 
tion on market conditions. 

Future plans include the esta- 
blishment of a data bank with 
full information on product 
supply and demand, tenders, ac- 
tivities by other companies in the 
field etc. This year they hope to 
ascertain what information is 
needed to establish information 
storage and retrieval methods. 


ip^rtunUi(M^^ 

a SUPPLY OF foodstuffs for one year: details available from 
Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline upon payment of jn 
Closing date 20 June. ‘ 

a CONSTRUCTION OF two-lane highway llnklna SthIm 
with the Mr* in Spas: details available from the Miaistrr? 
Public Works upon payment of JD 200. Closing date 20 Jue. 

a EXTENSION OF watcrplpes network In Kerak. Details 
available from the Water Authority upon payment of JD too 
Closing date 19 June. 

a CONSTRUCTION WORK In Marka for the Jordtnlu 
Armed Forces. Details available from the Royal Corps of En- 

J lneers upon payment of JD 40. Closing date 23 
une. 

a PURCHASE OF 25,000 tonnes of barley fodder. Details 
a vallate from the Jwaida office of the Jordan Co-operative 
Organization upon payment of JD 50. Closing date 12 Juae. 

a SUPPLY OF road reflectors. Details available from the Jor- 
dan Co-operative Organization upon payment of JD 15. 
Goslng date 1 3 June. 

a SUPPLY OF bright, plain high tensile steel wire, 7mm. De- 
tails available from (he Jordan Electricity Authority spot 
payment of JD 25. Goring date 9 July. 

a SUPPLY OF one million Jute sacks. Details available from 
the Jordan Co-operative Organization upon payment of JD 
10. Closing date 6 June. 

a LANGUAGE LABORATORY equipment for Mu' (a Univers- 
ity. Details available upon payment of JD 10. 

a CONSTRUCTION OF a health nnlt In the Amman area. De- 
tails available from the Royal Corps of Engineers upon 
payment of JD 10. Closing date 19 June. 

a SPAREPARTS FOR wireless equipment. Details available 
from the Jordanian Armed Forces upon payment of JD 10. 
Goslng date 1 July. 

a SUPPLY OF a greenhouse. Details available from the cen- 
tral tenders committee of the Department of Supply apon 
payment of JD 30. Goslng date 4 June. 


German loan to Jordan 


Continued from page 7 
shale deposits in Southern Jor- 
dan. Phase one will cosl DM 1 . 5 
million and will Iasi for one 
year. Consideration will then be 
given to phases iwo and three 
which will cosl a further DM 
11.5 million. If the study is con- 
tinued finance will come from 
the German governments funds 
for basic research. 

Another now project is (he 
development of a laboratory to 
produce veterinary vaccines and 
serums. Germany will contribute 
DM 4.2 million to the project 
which should be completed in 
two years. 

DM 6.8 million will be pro- 
vided for expert services for 
phase two of the Zarka RiveT Ba- 
sin project. The original aim 


of the project was to conlrol the 
Zarka river watershed ares .to 
prevent erosion. It is now being 
extended to project for the over- 
all improvement of rain-fed agri- 
culture in the area. 

Other grants will go to the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority (JYAI m 
workshop expansion; to the Un- 
iversity of Jordan Physics 
partment; to the Jordan u> 
operative Organization toMM 
seed production project at m»* 
daba and for a new agricultural 
machinery station at Irbid. 

Mr Lemp said that ovomU 
there had been genuine n**; 
ing of minds" between the W * 
man and Jordanian sides in > 
mulating the criteria for loan aiw 
aid allocation. ' 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

INVITATION TO BOREHOLES 

DRILLING BIDS 

WATER AUTHORITY of Jordan (W. A.J.) Inv- 
ites all specialised local and foreign contractors 


ing in different- parts of the country. 

Interested contractors may obtain the tender do- 
cuments at the Headquarters of WzA. J-. In 
El- Hussein, Tender Department. 

Tender documents for two (2) contracts: 

Northern Jordan (30 boreholes);. Southern Jor- 
dan (IS boreholes) In various locations are 
available for J.D. 200 each. 

A site visit shall take place as follows: - 
k Contract No 88/84 Northern parts on June 
; the 5th 1984 till June the 9th 1 984. 

2. Contract No. 89/84 Southern parts on June 
' the 1 1th 1984 till June 15th 1984. 

Closing date for submission trill be noon of the 
23rd of June 1984; 

PresUeat 

Eat. M.S. KUw* 
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New air price war looms over Atlantic 

* Dar,sch •»* *> 


economy 


ifwpON (ONS) - Another 
wttaatR air fares war now 
Min certain to brenk out next 

SLTEfc m 'to 5.000 »,, s - 
Hicri a day 18 HftIe * s 
rnjio travel between London 

ui N« York. 

Ii the next 10 days the low- 
Mt American carrier People Ex- 
Ss rill begin exploratory talks 
EL British officials about In- 
ueidDg their dally flights from 
w to five, using Gatwiek, Hen- 
tiros, Stansted and Manchester 
drforti la Ihltain. 

Ai authoritative source says 
lUitffroach will be approved 
periled British airlines are wfll- 
Itt and able to carry an equal 
uaberof ultra low-cost passen- 
i. People Express charge 


to Newark airport, near New 
i York. 

: He airline has been over- 
: iMnei at the response to its 
' fa| fares. Recently it began to 


r* — iv! mg pen oa 

*o udd-July and sold 
all 41,000 seats in five hoars. 

Next month the new British 
airline. Virgin Atlantic, con- 
trolled by pop Impresario Richard 
Branson, will enter the route, 
charging $166 one way, with a 
*14 surcharge at weekends on 
Us dally flights. 

The demand for these reduced 
fares Is much larger than the two 
airlines will be allowed to meet 
this summer, so many travellers 
will be forced to pay $376 one 


way on weekdays and $394 at 
weekends on British Airways, 
Fan American or TWA. 

Although the established car- 
riers will argne that their prices 
are reasonable, cost-conscious 
passengers forced to pay the hl- 
8 j r fares will undoubtedly con- 
sider that they are being 
ripped- off," * 

Cheap fares, which must be 
hooked and paid for well la ad- 
vance on the larger carriers, are 
too restrictive for many of these 
travellers. 


War affects Lebanese production 

SINCE JANUARY 1984, Lebanese exports of manufactured 
goods has dropped sharply from a monthly average of $18 
million to $7 million. This is due to the situation in tbc 
country and the Association of Lebanese industrialists have 
reported that to rebuild the Shwejfat and Kfarshima indus- 
trial areas, the cost wall be an estimated $107 million. The 
factories are open, but have necessarily cut production. Raw 
materials are hard to come by, as the air and seaports in 
Lebanon are closed and foreign firms have become wary of 
placing orders with the factories- $36 million has been allo- 
cated for the factories by the government, although details 
arc not available. 





APICORP profits 1983 

THE ARAB Petroleum Investments Corporation netted 
S5I.6 million in profits for I 983, an increase of 17%over 
1982. Fixed assets increased by 13.8% to 7Q5.3milHon, 
while shareholders contributions reached $5 35.3 million, a 
rise of 6.3% $20 million of net profits will be distributed 
amongst shareholders. 

$74 billion petro- surplus 

KUWAIT'S AUDIT bureau has published figures, which 
reveal that the country's surplus petrodollars, the state's 
public reserves and posterity fund money, for the end of 
June 1983, together stood at $74 billion dollars. Petrodoll- 
ars invested outside the country totalled $5. 6 billion, a drop 
of $92 million against the 1982 figure. 

Offer by Sauna 

400 MILLION riyals in bankers security deposit accounts at 
a price of 97. 48438% is being offered by the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency (Sama). 

$100m needed for Tunisian port 

TUNISIA IS looking to the international money .market for 
S J 00 million to finance the development of the port at Zap 
zis. 

R012 million Omani telephone 
contract 

THE WEST German company Siemens will build and install 
three electronic exchanges and external network for 1 2,000 
lines in Oman, through a RO 6 million agreement with the 
Ministry of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones. LM. Ericss- 
on's of Sweden has won a similar contract to provide car 
telephone links in the Capital and other areas. 

Korea hopes to maintain construction 
market 

DESPITE AN overall slow down in the construction business 
in Saudi Arabia, Korea hopes to maintain its share of the 
contracts. During the past ten years, Korean construction 
companies have won $40 billion worth of contracts. Korean 
companies are branching out into joint ventures, mainte- 
nance and technical services, exports in electronic goods, 
textiles and ships to Saudi Arabia. 

Current projects include an SR295 million Ministry of 
Health project for Oneiza General Hospital, SR262 million 
for infrastructural works at Saudi University, SRI .75 bill- 
ion on a Ministry of Defence venture for the construction of 
air shelters tn Tair and Khamls Mushayt, a SRI. 2098 bill- 
ion Ministry of Interior project for King Fahd Security Col- 
lege and SR2 billion Ministry of Health contract for the Riy- 
adh Medical Complex. 

Saudi water projects 

SRI .799 BELLI ON has been allocated in the budget for water 
projects in Saudi Arabia. SR5 1 6 million will be for expro- 
priation. SRI 65 million is expected to be used for mainte- 
nance of networks and new lines. SR23 million for connect- 
ing Madina waterways and SRI 8 million to buy citizen's 
well water. 

SR70 million has been allocated for the construction of 
three 100,000 cubic metre capacity water towers Jn the Ma- 
dina region, where drainage lines and other 
sub-lines will be laid at a cost of SRI 74 million. 
Qiba will also house a new water tower, costing SR50 mill- 
ion and this project is due to commence soon. Meanwhile, 
the Minister of Agriculture and Water has approved a tender 
for a water network for DoadmJ and Afif and their areas at a 
cost of SRI 29 million. 

Hotel to be turned Into hospital 


THE MARRIOTT Hotel in Riyadh will be converted into a 
120- bed hospital through a SR44 million contract signed 
with a specialised company. 

As for other projects, the Minister of Finance and 
National Economy has signed four contracts and loans worth 
SRI 02.6 million, so that four hospitals can be built In Riy- 
adh, Mecca and Damman. These projects are as follows: a 
200-bed hospital in Riyadh (SR50 million); a Dr Ahmad 
Naizi polyclinic for dental diseases (SRI 02.6 million), a 
200 -bed hospital for Damman (SR34.4 million) and a 60- 
bed hospital at Asset's Gynaecology and Obstetrics Hospital 
($R7 1.1 million). 

: Japan main Oman! trading partner 

JAPAN IS the Sultanate of Oman's main trading partner. 
For 1983 Japanese exports to Oman reached 190 million 

__rials and imports from the Sultanate totalled 4QQ million, 
rials. Japan Intends to (rain Omani engineers in the Small 
and medium sized industries sector. : 
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Gulf war cre ates fear of insecurity i n the region 


By G.K. Nalr 

attacks on oil tankers in 
the Gulf have moved the Hames or rhe44- 
month old war between Iran and Iraq 
closer to the lower Gulf region, threaten - 
ing the oil rich neighbouring Gulf states. 
Attacks on commercial ships have 
prom ted the GCC states to seek belter se- 
curily through diplomacy and solidarity 
with ol her Arab countries. GCC in a 


News analysis 


meeting two weeks ago. decided to face 
the threat jointly and ruled out seeking 
any foreign military assistance to deter 
the Iranian threat. 

Meanwhile, hectic efforts, lu bring a 
rapprochement between Iran and Iraq ure 
on the way. The recent initiative 
projected by the 1 »IjC) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat gathers momentum. The peace 
move has to be undertaken by a 10 mem- 
ber committee of Islamic heads of stale. 
Mr Arafat who has visited Saudi Arabia 
to discuss with King Falid his proposed 
peace plan also visited other Arab coun- 
tries to seek support for his peace initia- 
tive. Mis move has reportedly been ac- 
cepted by the Islamic Conference, and ac- 
cording to the plan, the committee will 
decide to deploy peace- keeping forces 
along the Iraq- Iran border with forces 
from the member countries. However. the 
results are yet to come out. 

Syrian President Hafez Assad also sent 
two of his emmisseries to Iran at Saudi 
Arabia's behest for talks with Iranian 
leaders to discontinue air attacks on oil 
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For instance, the Japanese s hi„ 
have decided not to assign an^n? 
tankers to Kuwait or northern"®, 
bia folio wins i h#» Saudi An- 


bia following the attacks on tankerf il* 
ile their being the major ImoSrS J"? 

f ™ m ‘ he J G “ lr countries. Japan 
edlv has decided in rh^t a . 
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A Qatari offshore all field — vulnerable to Iranian attacks if the war escalates. 


tankers. Syria and Libya arc the only Arab 
countries siding with Iran. According to 
Syria. "Iranian leaders shared Syria’s 
views that restraint should be shown in 
the Gulf to avert expansion of the war and 
they have agreed to slop attacking foreign 
tankers”. However, hours after the Sy- 
rian cmisseries left Tehran. Iraq reported 
to have attacked more targets in the 
Kharg Island region which Syria con- 
demned by saying that the attacks are 
aimed at torpedoing the Syrian efforts to 
ensure free navigation in the area for all. 

Iraq claimed responsibility for the at- 
tacks on the ships off Kharg island, a uni- 


laterally declared war zone. Iraqi attacks 
are aimed aL blocking oil export from the 
Iranian oil terminal, in order to put an 
economic pressure on Iran, which they 
think would stop the war. have yielded 
only negetive results. Iranians resorted to 
desperate retaliatory attacks on all oil and 
other ships destined to other ports in the 
region, that too in the territorial waters of 
the neighbouring countries. This dement- 
ed action bypassing the international ma- 
ritime rules and the territorial integrity of 
the countries has ignited a sense or inse- 
curity in the Gulf states and the shipping 
companies operating in the Gulf. 


edly has decided to charter rdreioi/*^' 
ned tankers to replace 
and has a reserve of oil /or 94 2 
present. This decision, the indusSL? 
say would erfcct a hike in oi prk 't? 

! i ;;p; n in v° »■? " S6 i" tanker cC 
for the tankers chartered tothedanS 
regions which lias already increiSdJ 
15 to -0 per cent. Apart from the 
the investors in the world oil markets* 
worried over a possible oil ihortaw 2 
rise in prices resulting from the blockade 
to free navigation in the region. Mor««i 
it will affect the economy of the oil e*. 
porting countries in the region, especial 
those who have the oil installations in Hu 
war- lorn Gulf. 

The sense of insecurity in the region 
also is evident from the Kuwaiti decisios 
to tighten the internal security fin 
measures are reportedly to avert subway 
attempts. Kuwait is deporting 200 per. 
sons a month — apparently pro- Iranian 
expatriate workers in Kuwait. Entry regu- 
lations to visitors have also been tight- 
ened. a Apart from this, unemployed and 
undesired people are also being deported 
Oil companies have issued instructions » 
the dependents of their workers to stay at 
least one kilometre away from offshore 
oil installations. Many more precaution- 
ary measures are reportedly taken to drier 
possible Iranian attacks on Kuwaiti oil in- 
stallations. 

G. K. Nalr Is a member of the Slu 
editorial staff. 


NAAA adopts resolutions at annual convention,! 984 


WASHINGTON (Star) — The National 
Association of Arab- Americans (NAAA) 
released a series or resolutions at the 
completion of their 12th Annual Conven- 
tion in Washington early this month. 

The resolutions on Jerusalem, the occu- 
pied territories, the inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian people. Lebanon. US fore- 


in other world forums, against human 
rights violations. The NAAA has also ur- 
ges the US government through their re- 
solutions to: use its influence to bring an 
end to the oppressive seventeen- year oc- 
cupation of all Arab territories and to an- 
nul the illegal annexation of the Holy City 
of Jerusalem and of the Golan Heights, as 


tmian stale. In addition, they asked the 
US administration to use it influence to 
bring Israel into negotiations with Pales- 
tinians and other Arabs on the basis of re- 
cognizing Palestinian rights and withdra- 
wal from occupied territories; and iin- 

P n re f® U P°"5 rae i the Principle that peace 
in the Middle East cannot be achieved 



with any degree of success without lit* 
participation of ull the parties concerned, 
including the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation. 

The NAAA ulso condemned the govern- 
ment of Israel for its continued occupa- 
tion of Ijcbanon and its infringement of 
libation’s sovereignty. 



Palestinians demonstrate In Now York: Voice of discontentment 


ign assistance:, and the Iraq- Iran conflict 
are main areas of concern to the NAAA 
which represents the political views of 3 
million Americans of Arab heritage. 

• The highlights of the resolutions on Jer- 
usalem are: The NAAA reaffirms its pos- 
ition that Jerusalem, as a city equalLy holy 
to each of the three monotheistic reli- 
gion? , Is not the capital of Israel, and the 
final status of Jerusalem, must be deter- 
mined by negotiations. Further, NAAA' 
opposes: the Moynihan-Lantos bill and' 
considers- it to be harmful Ld the peace 
process and against the national interest 
of the United States. (The Moynihan- 
Lantos bill would force the move of the US 
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jer- 
usalem) . •. 1 

The resolutions adopted on the Occu- 
pied Territories demand that the govern- 
ment of Israel cease its universally con- 
demned violations against the Palestinian 
people and insist that the United States' 
vote to support, in the United Nations and 
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well as to take such measures to restore 
"8 ht 8- of-the Palestinian and 
Syrian peoples and others under Israeli 
occupation and prevent the annexation of 
other portions of Arab territory! support 
fully the right of the Palestinian peoplVin 
he exerc se of their inaiienablf rights 
including the ri^ht of national self- deter- 
mination ^atid independent statehood if 
they so choose; recognize and neaotiat* 
directly with the Palestine Uberalion O^ 
ganlzatlon ( PIG) , the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian peipie 
and use all necessary measures to induce 

a] l territories be 
cupied. since 1 967 in accordance with 

? na f , re8olutlonB and United 

Fi r ^ 5 ? f S - ? outlined in. U3 peace 
proposals and initiatives since: 1 967::. 

3 Which c^Urmi a 


A Palestinian week in Seoul 

ftnhln l Th( \ Ar “ b ' Korean friendship Association has recently held a ?&* 

tooS cSJf Q o ? e i 0U ' whlc h concluded on 27 May 1 984. The Association, during Ik 
Children Stares, exhibited films on Palestine and Paintings by ftkaWM 

representative! ilf tT** 1 durlng the occasion, Mr Sami Mansourl, the Arab League 
thfoSah ISto assc , rlcd *bat peace In the Middle East could only beacHw* 

leafimate rfoht« from 8,1 occupied Arab territories, recognition of sl| 

IS c5?hfliSb!Sit « f r tfc * Palestinians, Including the right to self-determination asd 
the establishment of an independent Palestinian state. 

Beduin request to settle in Galilee rejected 

mon^thin^ ~ The Uracil administration has rejected a request bj 

mmUy flrtoj zoM dUia l ° S6tlle ln lhc Ga,,,ee on lhe ground thal the " 

Israeli forces seize items from exhibition 

In the West Bank connected fine. 

culture at ’the Islamic !? f 8 * V e ,n fl amraa tory l from an exhibition of Wwjjjjjj 
the university a?th?rl«« I erSlty , ia Hebron " The administration also 
permitted “n Smpiil. *° exp tln why materials allegedlyhostlle to Israfl 

222?““ reported in the occupied Hebron 

garbage truck in'theoS^ni^fuT* identified assailants burled a firebomb 

damage or Injures hour/irf W fif* 881,14 city of Hebron ,ast Monday, C J 0S W {s. 
were reported” smashed ™5ff er the ^“dshlelds of 10 Palestinian-owned whlc le J 
day of Incidents in Hip 'and Palestinian sources said. It was the » 

nsalem. * ln the Hebron, 30 kilometres south of occupied Jer 


suspected of ^eloneUo r5sen foU °wtng the indictment last week, of 27 ^^ 

of the snspects are V Cr iT pr ““dwground that attacked Palest! nlans.^' 
premedl ta te^ murder^nch setl ler8. Some of them fare been ckaiijJ Jg 
^three 

d ead from gun woUiids ■ • 

op the Nicosia- Li nwssol ° mBD Wps fonad de * d froni * un The 

body of the man^ whQ^J , !3? v ?t£ , ?° 8ce ■“** Palestinian sources WJJ i by* 
takfflrer or^ Al-S.adi (36), wa^ \ 

• • “ • ni * n W I3 Kins iiprth of LtnussoL 1 ^ 
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President Assad speaks to thp media : 

‘US-Israeli conspiracies are to divide the Arabs’ 


mMASCUS — Certain quarters 
Mind the world were concerned 
over the health of Syrian President 
Hafez Assad, who was taken ill a few 
months ago. Reports on his condi - 
lion, as critical, were also given wide 
coverage in the media. It is a back- 
handed tribute to Assad that these 
gloomy health bulletins were eagerly 
wlcomed in Washington as well as 
hrusalem. But all who have banked 
os Assad's demise have to think 
igain. When I saw him the president 
looted fit, almost sprightly. i n an 
interview lasting 90 minutes, he was 
lively, patently on top of his job. re- 
lated and often laughing. 

However, Assad has two immediate 
concerns: The first is the unfinished busi- 
ness jn Lebanon. Although Assad and his 
local allies managed to force the abroga- 
tion of (he 17 May accord last year which 
vmklhave given Israel preponderant in- 
flunce in Lebanon, he fears that the Is- 
raelis are trying to recoup their losses 
through the back door — by encouraging 
notonisalion and setting up militias loyal 
toihemselves in the South. 

Assad wants the Israelis out of Lebanon 
Miaows they will not go without secur- 
ity guarantees for their northern border. 
WSo, I asked him, was to give Israel 
fese guarantees? Assad replied: "Only 
the national government of Lebanon can 
jiw such guarantees. The Lebanese gov- 
ernment has already announced it will 
Me security measures to prevent infillra- 
toa or penetration across the border." 

Would Syria approve arrangements of 
sort?, he emphatically declared 
'Ycs. We approve of whatever guaran- 
i (hi L ebanon's government of national re- 


Rumours circulated through the media of the Ill-health of Syrian President Assad for 
six moultis. Israeli radio two weeks ago categorically pronounced him dead. All 
these announcements were, based on the reports that he had suffered a second heart 
stroke and was down with dlabclcs and leukaemia. Nevertheless, the president Is In a 
stale of excellent mental and physical health, says Mr Patrick Seale of the Observer 
News services, London, who Interviewed him recently at Damascus. President Assad, 
during the Interview expressed his resentment over the West’s depiction of him as a 
rejcctlonisl . He is reportedly worried over the American- Israeli conspiracies dir- 
ected towards dividing the Arabs, which he feels would be possible, If a new Israeli 
government offers an American sponsored peace talks as provided for under the Camp 
David agreement. For peace talks vviih Urael, President Assad .sets three conditions, 
as a prerequisite — Editor: 


non’ s aimed forces alone. There can be 
no Israeli soldiers on Lebanese soil. *’ 

He is patently keen to see an end to the 
Lebanese problem — the most dangerous 
point of confrontation between Syria and 
Israel. He insisted that it was a 'soluble 
problem’ which could be dealt with out- 
side the framework of the wider Arab- 
Isrueli conflict. 

Assad’s relative optimism about the 
chances of a Lebanese deal is not matched 
by any sanguine feelings about movement 
on the Arab-israeli conflict, his second 
major worry. "If you examine the Arab 
context, the international arena, and the 
situation inside Israel, you cannot say 
thal there is any momentum for a leap to- 
wards peace." 

Assad is still engaged in fending off 
what he sees as American- Israeli conspi- 
races to divide the Arabs and impose sur- 
render terms on them. Although (he mod- 
erate Arabs disclaim any intention of go- 
ing it alone, (he nagging Syrian fear is 
that they might still be seduced into doing 
so if a new Israeli government were to of- 
fer them American- sponsored peace talks 
on the basis of Security Council resolution 



President Assad — lively, relaxed and of- 
ten laughing 

conciliation is prepared to provide, so 
long as these are measures taken by Leba- 


242 — as provided for under the Camp 
David agreement. 

Assad resents the West's depiction of 
him as a ’ rejeclionist’ or a 'spoiler* of 
other people’s peace bids. He feels he had 
not been given his due for his efforts to 
prevent bloodshed. Assad's peace policy 
rests on three principles. The first is that, 
at any negotiations, Israel should face a 
united Arab world — a delegation 1 ' repre- 
senting the wishes of all the Arabs." 

Secondly, there must be "a balance of 
military strength" between the two sides. 

' 1 Long experience has taught me that if 
forces are unequal it is difficult to move 
towards peace. Israel's land-hunger 
grows in proportion to its military 
strength." he added. 

And thirdly, he wants a conference 
under the auspices of the United Nations, 
in the presence of both superpowers — 
something which the United Stales and Is- 
rael have so far rejected. 

Assad has not ruled out an American 
change of mind. He plainly wants the Un- 
ited States to play an active role. He is 
careful not to gloat over his victory in Le- 
banon, and makes a point of wel- 
coming visiting American delega- 
tions. 

His Defence Minister. General Mustafa 
Tlas, quoted the late Soviet President An- 
dropov as saying: ' ' I will not allow any 
power to threaten Syria." According to 
Tlas. Russia would be able to deploy two 
airborne divisions around Damascus 
within eight hours. 

Although Syrian- Soviet relations are 
close, they are based on strict non- Interfe- 
rence in Syria's internal affairs. Assad is 
no Soviet puppet, certainly no Communist 
stooge. 


Prime minister Ozal condemns UN Security Council re solution - 

Turkish Cypriot problem is more difficult to solve 

* re e * ccr P* s ^ ron ! * speech delivered by Mr. Targul Oral, Minister government we unilaterally abolished the tourism and in other areas for es 

rtMntnw'c!. 1 *i? re o con / 1 crenc f recently held In Cyprus. While 1 *°" dei [ . * ,, visa requirement in order to increase con- social matters. We thought that 

Mr ScCUr ‘ t3 : 95. un f : resolution regarding Cyprus as unjust rcsoluHons, tac[s w j[h th e Greeks. We wanted to faci- in these areas might lead to the 

toofnmi?!L Ure £i! bc ^ urb * sb community In Cyprus of his government s jilate their travel to Turkey so as to help or disputes. We expressed the 

jlHiJ 8 / HI the obi ligation to the end.” The Prime Minister also ruled out 1 *® y P® as j" promote relations between the two peo- clearly and shall continue to do sc 

hi*, i 8 .? 1 utI ? n as be cons *dcrs it “unfortunately more difficult . p | es . We naturally hoped thal the other tunatcly from the Greek side the 

fw5JE?S ,|on of the Cy P rus P roblem wl» emerge once It Is realised that the lurklsh v reciprocate so that Turks could has not been positive Mr. O 

a ? luucb right on the Island as the Greeks. Mr Turgut OnTi speech ^ ave[ Greec P e and that conlflcts cou id plained. 

D Mstoricai backgrounds of the Cypriot problem apart from the Turkish- intensjfy We said that we had many "There can be hostility among 

* — _* relation s: Edito r. — problems between the- two countries that After 1 920*s, when very import! 

— ~ could be solved for the moment. That fact, tragic events had occurred 

should we focus on them, we would only the two nations , the Lhen leader 
be sharpening disagreements rather than and Venizelos. aiming at decre 
facilitating solutions. Therefore we called number of problems, had taken 
for Freeze or these disagreements for the portant steps. What we expect i 
! moment and as government let us inten- Papandreou is also such an allitU' 
; sify our relations in the economic field, in eluded the Prime Minister. 

US mounting a feverish drive in the 4 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — Iranian at- its arrival to destroy American 
tacks on oil tnnkers ln the Gulf are blllty. 

mb» In ViiimII as Iflmitcur 1 and dl nln-. . ..... . 


tourism and in other areas for example in 
social matters. We thought that progress 
in these areas might lead to the solution 
or disputes. We expressed these views 
clearly and shall continue to do so. Unfor- 
tunately from the Greek side the response 
has not been positive". Mr. Ozal com- 
plained. 

"There can be hostility among nations. 
After I 920’s, when very important and in 
fact, tragic events had occurred between 
the two nations , the Lhen leaders Ataturk 
and Venizelos. aiming at decreasing the 
number of problems, had taken quite im- 
portant steps. What we expecL from Mr. 
Papandreou is also such an attitude " con- 
cluded the Prime Minister. 


r 


US mounting a feverish drive in the Gulf 


- the P rime minister the 
of the I-I?2 mu " ll y liv,n 8 to various parts 
since |L? d !V rfered greatly for 1 I years 

"fctnapm,; ■ end of il came in 1974 
governor en 8 in eered by the then Greek 
Turkey inL 0pened the door to enosis, 

^"i& ned by virtue of rights 
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kmocracy to Gree 6 restoral ' on 
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tw ° comm.? 2 i. and Violence between the 
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!j n immunity has been living 

■ Turkish SI - ■ Stories.' Although the 
- ^bli fc & n,l y is a cp- founder of the 

been registered 
.iLoqfloin- Zurich agree- 


Turgut Ozal: •Unjust UN resolutions’ 

ments, people today are (ryinJB Jo > 
this community. "The goal of the Greek 
Cypriots is not to solve the Cyprus prob- 
lem but as they have repeatedly stated, is 
to initiate a crusade against Turkey and 
lhe Turkish Cypriots. The most recent se- 
curity council resolution rewardingthe ar- 
tificial Greek Cypriot clamours will not 
helo a solution but will contribute to this 
Greek Cypriot strategy,’ * declared Mr Ozal. 

Turkish- Greek relations 

As to the problems with Greece, he 
said "We are. neighbours. The Turkish 
and Greek peoples have lived together for 
centuries. We have many similar traits 
-As with -■» other neighbour. s . 

establish with, the Greek nation better re- 
tatjoiis- that is Why after w? assumed the 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Iranian at- 
tacks on oil tankers ln the Gulf are 
seen ln Kuwait as * amateur’ and diplo- 
mats are convinced that both Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait have the military 
potential, at least on paper, to put up 
some fl>rm of ' resolute defence to get 
the tankers away.* 

Saudi Arabia has over 130 combat 
aircraft, including F-15 fighters with 
AWACS, and Kuwait has 49, including 
17 Mirage interceptors. To use them, 
however, would require “a degree of 
sophistication which Is further than 
they have ever gone before,* 1 said one 
Western diplomat, 


Behind some form of collective 
self-defence, he added, “rises the 
nasty spectre of appeals for help and 
big power intervention.*’ In the back- 
ground stands the US carrier Midway, 
on patrol outside the Straits of Hor- 
muz. But American sources In the Gulf 
point out that one aircraft carrier on 
its own would not be enough to provide 
dir cover to prevent random attacks on 
shipping. To bring the carrier into the 
GulPs shallow vvpters would be a 
strategic risk. It would take only one 
successful Iranian random attack after 


its arrival to destroy American credi- 
bility. 

There Is no Indication yet that Saudi 
Arabia or Kuwait are prepared to offer 
land, bases to aircraft from outside. 

Kuwait’s newspapers, who always 
tend to look for * conspiracies’, are 
claiming that the US actively wants to 
intervene. The conservative Al-Rai Ai- 
Aam claims ln an editorial that the Am- 
ericans have been mounting 
“a feverish and frenzied drive for 
gaining a military foothold In the 
area . ' 1 It suggests that the attacks on 
the tankers could provide "the pretext 
the Americans need. 

But manyKualtis are angry add frus- 
trated. “This Is a coward* s way to 
fight, “ says one tanker operator, who 
saw the damage inflicted on the Xo-. 
waltl tanker Bahra. “Lumps of shrap- 
nel, the size of your fist, all over.*’ 

In the case of the Bahra only two 
crewmen were injured, neither of them 
serioosly. But Kawalt ships carry 
hi ghlv- Inflammable naphtha and liquid 
petroleum gas In pressurised tankers. 
If one of these Were to explode after be- 
ing hit, the consequences would be de- 
vastating.' 








Getting the 
shoe on the 
right foot! 


NIGERIANS MILITARY government Is 
reported to have launched a campaign 
against wbal ft calls “civic disorderli- 
es. inefficiency, sloth and disregard 
for hardwork.*’ 

Code-named “War Against Indisci- 
pline*', the campaign Is being waged 
through the radio and television adver- 
tisements, newspapers and posters. The 
main objectives of the campaign are, to 
encourage Nigerians to line up properly 
while boarding buses and other means 
of transport, to stop driving on the 
wrong side of the roads; to pay more at- 
tention to their children and to avoid 
hoarding scarce consumer goods. 

Launching the campaign, Brigadier 
Tunde Idtagbon, second-in-command 
in the military government warned that 
indiscipline could generate Into disre- 
gard for lawful orders and neglect of 
traditional norms. He said other Issues 
to be tackled are Nigeria's apparent 
institutionalized official corruption, 
embezzlement, favouritism and nepot- 
ism. 

This Is not the first time such a cam- 
paign has been waged In Nigeria. The 
civilian regime of deposed President 
Shebu 5b agar 1 when confronted with a 
massive Increase of violence. Indisci- 
pline and corruption In high- places. 
Introduced the 'Ethical Revolution. 1 

It Is very Important for the military 
to reduce the practice of corruption If 
not eliminating it altogether. This will 
enable it to achieve its aim to rebuild 
Nigeria's shattered economy. Nig- 
eria's economic decline Is attributed 
largely to corruption In all sectors of 
the society. The worse offenders are 
top public servants who engage In dubi- 
ous business transactions. 

Besides corruption Is the social prob- 
lem of armed robbery. Lagos, Nig- 
eria* s capital city Is known to be one or 
the most unsafe cities in the world. 
Day in and out, armed robbers fall on 
Innocent residents and loot their prop- 
erties. In most cases the thieves kill 
their victims. And not even the death 
sentences passed on the robbers who 
are arrested has deterred others. 

Since the campaign was launched, 
there have been many Nigerians who 
have beon sceptical about the whole op- 
eration. They believe It would be a. 

1 nine- day womjer* like similar cam- 
paigns in the past. 

from one angle It looks like a her- 
culean task for the military to change 
the Nigerian society within a matter of 
months. The nearly 100 million people 
of Nigeria have come (o understand and 
accept corruption, dlsorderllness and 
cheating as a way of lifo. And, as the 
saying goes “one cannot teach an old 
dog new tricks.** 

However, there have been reports 
that the campaign Is having some im- 
pact on the people. Lagos bus stops, 
notorious for rowdyism are reported to 
have been transformed from the jungles 
that they were Into havens of brotherly 
love for one another. 

The government seems to have got the 
| shoe on the right foot by launching 
such a campaign, but.whetber or not it, 
will achieve Its overall objectives Is a 
fact yet to be seen. 


US elections: 


Will Hart be Mondale’ s running mate? 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The Demo- 
cratic Parly lurched a step closer early 
this month to ihe nomination of Walter 
Mondale as its Presidential candidate wilh 
all the enthusiasm of a small child on the 
way to the dentist’s chair. 

Gary Hart, without a primary win since 
March, was back in business with two 
narrow victories in industrial states — the 
supposed citadels of Mondale’ s political 
strength. Although a virtual mathematical 
certainty for the nomination. Mondale 
again had to savour the bitterness of 
rejection. 

Put simply, what Democrats appear to 
be saying is that it is indeed lime for a de- 
parture from the liberal verities of yes- 
teryear. as represented by Mondale and 
his ‘New Deal', big- government concepts- 
, but that they find Gary Hart, the stan- 
dard bearer for a fresh approach, to be 
flawed and flaky. However, it was once 
again ‘safe’ to vote for Hart because he is 
impossibly behind in the nomination race. 

it is a game that the parly has played be- 
fore, getting what amounts to cold feet 
when the selection is all but cast in con- 
crete. Both years that Jimmy Carter was 
nominated, he lost a string of late prima- 
ries. A senior aide to House Speaker Tip 
O’Neill said: “Towards the end you basi- 
cally have to decide whom you want to be- 
come President. The way to put off that 
momentous decision is to vote for the 
underdog." 

Two middle-aged professional women, 
sipping white wine at a Mondale parly, 
said they would vote for anyone running 
against Reagan, but that Hart had briefly 
captured their imaginations. To one he 
had been “ like a tuning fork — striking a 
chord that sounded appealing to a large 
number of democrats”. She added that 
she now thought Reagan would win in 
November, whoever the Democratic can- 
didate might be. 

With only a month to go until its San 
Francisco Convention, the Hart dream 
together with this month's results and the 
combustible issue of Jesse Jackson's aspi- 
rations, mean that the Democratic Party 
is in an unenviable mess. 

One veteran analyst said: “This situa- 
tion must load the White House to sit up 
at night and say Hail Marys, and ask 
God, what did we do to deserve all these 
blessings?" Ronald Reagan Is sitting 
there, raising millions and scarcely 
spending a dime, while the Democrats 
waste their treasure and, through their at- 
tacks on each other, provide Reagan with 


Nicaragua: 


all the ammunition he will need for the 
fall." 

The immediate concern of the Demo- 
crats is the remaining primaries, culmi- 
nating on 5 June wilh yet another 'Super 
Tuesday', when California, the largest sl- 
ate. and four others will be decided. 
Mondale's team is convinced that after 
those contests their candidate will have 


evidence that campaign scars v, 

healed. They argue that since u 
and Hart have been appeal tori - * » 

entirc|y different conslituendfs 1 
of unity* *° br *ng l hem together" jna^j j 

Many parly- watchers believe lh» t 
calmg Hon will be a childVpI."^ 



Mondale — confident of winning 
nomination 

the 1,967 delegates needed to win the 
nomination on a first ballot. His present 
score is 1 ,5 1 8. 

Yet if Hart mops up a majority of the 
remaining states, including California, 
and arrives at the Convention on what his 
pollster calls a 'winning curve', the sLaec 
could be set for a real showdown. One 
. Re P ublica n commentator said 
with satisfaction: “The Democrats have a 
kind of death wish that they have to gra- 
tify whenever they can.” 

A Democratic Party worker said: "Hart 
has it m his power to be either a whining 

“Tfiy i a « in « PMt. or to be a healer 
and statesman and really build for the fu- 
ture. But his campaign has demonstrated 
n,,lTZ t ' U /! ly t a -, d r lack of discipline, and 

th« piSi ,1 ke .! 1 for sran,ed tha t he’ll do 
the right thing.” 

a “ d °J, hers believe that it is 
still possible that Hart will be Mondale’s 

® ato : a " d the y point to the bad 
15?* exis i ed duri ng the 1980 cam- 
paign between Reagan and George Bush as 


Gary Hart and his wife Lee — happy our 
the gains 

pared to dealing with Jackson, although 
Jackson has pledged to support the nwn 
inee. However, he will be making de- 
mands for party voting reforms and enjoy- 
ing a visibility that will frighten Southern 
whites and alienate blue-collar workers 
who may prove to be the crucial ‘swing' 
vote. 

One experienced analyst said: * * Here's 
n fellow' who can’t get as much as 10 per 
cent of the white vote. If he’s perceived 
as having a critical role in the Conven- 
tion. the harder it is going to be town 
bock those blue- collar voters who went 
with Reagan in ’80.” 

With all (his thrashing about going ojt 

Democrats looked bnck this week wti 
some nostalgia on Harry Truman, 
centenary wns marked on Tuesday, try 
chance Richard Nixon was in town. 
someone remembered that Truman 
once called him a ‘shifty eyed god« 
liar'. A gutsy little bantam cock vw 
speaks his mind and stands bylus princi- 
ples is just what the parly now needs 


People don’t see capitalism in future 


By Michael Pye 

BLUEF1ELDS, Nicaragua — Thore’s too 
much uniform in Bluefields, old people 
say. On Sunday mornings, they nerve 
themselves to walk to church, clutching 
umbrellas against the sun. They pass ri- 
ries. and hand gun and kids in olive drab 
Helicopters drone overhead. There are 
banners flying where the Chinese grocers 
used to be, and revolutionary slogans 
splashed on Ihe walls. 

Only five years ago Bluefields was an 
Idosyncratic smile of a town. But now a 
revolution later, it's the tricky strategic ; 
centre of the Sandinista struggle to hold 
. Nicaragua. . 

Bluefields is tropical, calm and gaudy — 
a fishing port of low wood houses set on a 
sluggish lagoon. It lies on the Atlantic 
coast of Nicaragua, where most Spanish 
speakers feel themselves abroad, midway 
in the bell qf English-speaking communi- 
ties that run from Belize to Panama U is 

■ l 0 hc area where, as. Comandante Tomas 

■ Borge of. the ruling junta admits, lhe revo . 

: Jution made its greatest mistakes. And 
now to the Contra leader Eden Pastora l; 

. )s a i mi Utary objective: -^tak g Bluefields 
: .dnd take the Atlantic ccjadt. . f v 

Sandin isl W- toppled the *or-’ ; 


tn anthro P° , 0 8 y. its languages.” 
ftSi^ii 0 *55 cent of Nicaragua's popula- 
ted l!iI 5 rt t f er S. and many of lhem hardly 

are Ca P Uai ' Mflna 8 ua - They 

are Black Creoles who speak EnalisH and 

“n „° f We “ 'n“bu n c d 
J2ff7 h ' a w«# s i h ? wre f ked slaves who 

speak the West Indian language. Miskitn 

oh« Mo ; avi f ans and not Cath- 

olics ^ like the people from the Pacific 

B . rilain which ruled 

erfca WoSe £ * 8n ? tf ?ey a dmire Am- 
“I "* 1 worse, for centuries no govern- 
ment has really touched their lives A 

shock'* reV0luU0n Came » ..“rible 

ferShriumpS' ‘^They'hs- 

oon i Know the names of the teams in 
Managua. And thev ii »■ 

ftrawaasasifS' 


preacher complained — when 
remembered him as a bandit 
the railway lines to the American - o 
mines at Bonanza which gave inert . 
paid jobs. 

Cubans were sent to leach 
and the town re vol ted , 


and the town revolted — la * in L rt <r 
streets for three days. People ! aj . ^ 
Dometz reports * * atheistic, 
Communism". Parents still 
church schools and stay svay R J". ^ 
schools — especially since the i 
school lost most of ils Christian B 
staff. {W( 

Despite the long list of 
the old people grudgingly 
some of the revolution’s 
The spectacular improvement tsn [0 . 
— only three people died < {£ e "£d reg® 
cally last year in the worst afte 
of Nicaragua, compared with _j re jl) 
toll of I 7 To 00 in 1 972 - ar® adffl 
everyone. ]jn! 

Bishop John Wilson of 1 1* 

has called Tor a new examinau 01 ^ 
revolution. Pastor No r m an 
his long exile on the Pacific Coan ^ 
of his politics, says: ‘ al d ‘f 
the future of Nicaragua' is ua th r or jwf^ 
ism. It’s certainly not as an * j S qnfr 
society like Cuba. We h ava td .. „ 

thing put with the Sandinistp. . - 

f -• CObserrfir Ne.^ ^ 


. nipt Somoza Clan in 1.979 to : ^w6rlc^for“ioK 1 

• ■ • l' : - . ■ f r almost R dtvtnjiy," fa Moravian' 


opinion 


fitter * : 
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Palestine 

question: 
Origin of 
turmoil 

By Ya' coub Jaber 

THERE IS need at present to remind 
the international community that the 
Palestinian question remains and will 
always remain the cause of all the trou- 
bles in the Middle East. Consequently, 
asolulion to this problem, in all its po- 
litical, human and demographic dimen- 
sions must be given top priority if the 
world is really concerned about stabil- 
ity in the region. 

There is no exaggeration in this 
leemingly simplistic assessment. The 
Palestinian tragedy is very much more 
alive in the conscience of every Arab 
from the Gulf to the shores of the At- 
lantic. The capture of Palestine and 
tbe expulsion of the majority of its in- 
dlgeneous Arab population has dealt a 
severely humiliating blow to the tradi- 
tional pride of the Arabs everywhere. 
The arrogance of the Israelis has ac- 
centuated the Arab feelings of frustra- 
tion and disenchantment. 

There are currently two issues which 
tend to deflect attention from the 
Palestinian plight: The Iraq- Iran war 
and the Israeli occupation of South Le- 
banon. 

Ayatollah Khomeini continues to 
launch his costly war against Iraq 
under the pretext that he wants to clear 
ihe way for his army to reach Jer- 
usalem. Regardless of what Khomeini 
teally thinks, here again we see how 
the Palestinian question is being used 
Jo cover up personal or regional ambi- 
tions. 

In the final analysis, the war be- 
tween Iraq and Iran has been nurtured 
ty some world powers to exhaust the 
wo Muslim countries and paralyze 
•heir military and economic potentials 
J 01 years to come. Iraq is the prime 
target of this plan because of its crucial 
rote in any confrontation with Israel. 

A strong Iraq free of other commit- 
ments would make a lot of difference in 
four of the Arab strategic position in 
tne Middle East. That explains why Is- 
rael has been supplying Iran 
Wh arms. 

As for Lebanon, it became clear 
Jne very beginning that when Is- 
ln yaded that country in June 
i!”/ tha basic aim was to shift atten- 
7 0m . th° situation in the occupied 
^rao territories. The invasion came al- 
immediately after Israel had com- 
peted its withdrawal from the Sinai 
^ thus sought to capture 
***"* l a nd so that its annexation 
L a !f la the West Bank and Gaza could 
a / r ed out with the world's atten- 
,10n focused somewhere else. 

JSfE* strategy has been to keep the 
in Qrn ^th other problems, even 
•JSJJf eway from the scene of the 
mm ifh w hen the Security Council 
stnr '**' week to debate the ruthless 
•B& 8 b £ l8raeli troops of Ein El- 
no! VT l efu * ee camp in South Uba- 
Israeli delegate burst into the 
cuS?^.. sayin 8 that Instead of dis- 

7 fS pf L hin8 ‘* llke the p,3ght 

ihouiri . St ,"! 1 council members 
l ati d s h'ft their concern to the esca- 

in A?ghaitaa^ Uf W8r an “ lhe SitUB “° n 

Bri -- lh e - responsibility of the Arabs, 
W 1 ? P !f ,aUy lhe PLO, to counter the 
taj an p , n with a world- ydde cain- 
ontHn U > ^ toterpatibnal attention 
andttrtof esl i D3 « n draola as Ute source 
needs a I Problems. The world 
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THE WAR in the Gulf and Ihe repercuss- 
ions of ils expansion dominate press edi- 
torials this week. 

In Abu Dhabi, the newspaper Al-Ittihad 
calls on Iraq and Iran to refrain from any 
further escalation of their war which 
could move the region towards inter- 
nationalization and polarization. It also 
comments the attitude of member states 
of the Gulf Co-operation Council which 
rejects any outside intervention under any 



Jordanian press 

Commenting on elections in Egypt. Ad- 
Dustour of Amman writes that the elec- 
tions were of political dimensions trans- 
cending Egypt's border to neighbouring 
.Arab countries as Egypt’s political and 
parliamentary experiences have always 
been emulated by others and set an exam- 
ple to be followed by adjacent Arab coun- 
tries. It describes the elections as a return 
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fbe volatile region. 


that a 
[.cause 
stabil- 


pretexts, saying that maintenance of se- 
curity and stability in the Gulf is the re- 
sponsibility of its states. 

“Intervention in the conflict by the 
superpowers which have been awaiting a 
pretext to interfere would not be in the 
interest of the Gulf's peoples or its 
states,” writes Lhe Abu Dhabi daily. 

The Iraqi newspaper Al-Thawra, writes 
that the only option to confront Iran and 
its old ambitions in the Guir lies in cou- 
rageous resistance and effective Arab so- 
lidarity. It adds that this option does not 
pass through the gate of foreign interven- 
tion or alliance with those Arabs who 
stand with Iran in the same trench. 

“There is no alternative before the re- 
gion’s states but to use force against this 
enemy until it is forced to accept honour- 
able peace,” writes the Iraqi paper. 

It goes on to say that Arab Gulf states 
along wilh the rest of the Arab nation 
possess enough military and non- military 
potentials rendering them able to do with- 
out US assistance. 

Al-Ral Al-A'am, a Kuwaiti newspaper, 
writes that Gulf states are keen to defend 
themselves without succumbing to press- 
ures which tend to facilitate foreign Inter-" 
vention in the strategic area. It calls for 
self-reliance, saying that those who fight 
for their rights can never be defeated. 

The paper expresses the view that Iran 
seeks surrender and not peace and asserts 
that Iran’s request will never be achieved. 

Al-Anba’a, another Kuwaiti new- 
spaper, says that resistance to the Iranian 
aggression is not through condemnation 
or going to international organizations but 
through moving to the battlefield along 
with Iraq. 

“The war launched by Iran against Iraq 
and the region's states will not stop as 
long as some Arab countries remain mere 
spectators while others supply Iran with 
the requirements to continue its war, 
the paper remarks. 

The Qatari newspaper, Al-Raya. calls 
on Arab states to give serious considera- 
tion to the idea of holding an international 
conference on peace in the Middle East, 
saying that the conference offers the oesi 
forum for putting Arab demands into ef- 
fect, and bringing about a comprehensive 
solution and dropping attempts to con- 
clude separate peace agreements. It urges 
maximum Arab political and diplomatic 
efforts and extensive contacts with inter- 
national powers so as to pave the way for 
convening the conference. 

The Qatari English-language daily, The 
Gulf Times, writes that the events In Le- 
banon had shown that the US is not the 
only effective power in the - region and 
1 therefore it Is appropriate for other maj°r 
world powers to participate in finding a 
solution to the Middle East problem. It 

adds that. the conference s task should be 
the implementation of the Arab Fez ppace 
plan because it is the only plan ^^rep- 
resents the Just solution sou^ to the 
, Arabs and a large sector of the world com- 
munity. . 


to democracy, despite the reservations ex- 
pressed over the new experiment. 

Ad-Dustour expresses confidence that 
the democratic option will eventually be 
selected by the states in the region, pav- 
ing the way to more liberties and people's 
participation which alone can lead to real 
development and ultimate victories. 

Commenting on the same subject, Al- 
Ra'I says the Egyptian general elections 
would encourage other Arab countries to 
follow Egypt’s democratic steps. It adds 
that what goes on in Egypt will inevitably 
influence events in other parts of the 
Arab world. 

“The success of the elections in Egypt 
will herald a bright future, not only in 
Egypt, but in many other parts of the Arab 
world,” Al-Ra'l writes. 


uuls desiring to visit Israel because the in- 
dividual prefers not to bo subjected to 
interrogation by officials, "therefore it is 
highlime to close down the Israeli tourism 
office in Cairo from an economic point of 
view, but still we must not lake a hasty 
decision because this office is a symbol of 
Israel's desire to improve relations be- 
tween the two peoples, says the paper. 

The fact that official Israelis have sided 
wilh the suspects shows that Jewish ter- 
rorism was not the invention of blood- 
thirsty settlers but it is the offspring of an 
ideology believing in the absolute right of 
Jews over the land of Israel regardless of 
Palestinian rights, asserts the paper. 

Speaking about the Israeli underground 
suspects, Maarlv says that the suspects 
are still innocent until proven guilty, but 
they themselves and their lawyers and 
friends admit that they belong to the clan- 
destine organisation which is planning to 
have its own elections list. In case the su- 
spects were elected to the Knesset they 
will use Immunity for cover up. The mere 
thinking of the organization to run for el- 
ection with a separate list indicates im- 
pertinence and indifference towards the 
government. 

Those who stand behind such a separate 
list arc confirming the responsibility of 
the suspects. It docs not make a differ- 
ence whether they understand their mo- 
tives or not because they might be trying 
to justify their acts, writes the paper. 

Commenting on US elections, Hatsofeh 
comments that despite his recent victo- 
ries, Hart is not likely to be named the de- 
mocratic candidate, even though he said 
he is prepared to run with Jesse Jackson 
as vice president. 

Jackson is becoming influential element 
in the Democratic caucus. The possibility 
of Jackson changing attitude towards the 
Jews, Israel and the PLO is very weak be- 
cause his theory is based on closer con- 
nection with the forces of liberation In the 
Third world countries. The American 
Jews who achieved a great deal in their 
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Israeli press 

Kol Hair comments that the names and 
photos of suspects have not been disclosed 
to serve the cause of the investigation, 
but now that the Indictments have been 
issued there Is no justification to continue 
the ban on tbe names and photos of the 
‘'dear ones" as referred to bv the Gush 
Emunim movement. It is surprising of the 
judge to respond to the defence attorney's 
request to keep the ban, says the paper. 

Hadashot writes that after submitting 
indictments against members of the Je- 
wish terrorist group, there is no logic in 
keeping the ban on the publication of their 
names. The defence attorneys requested 
to keep the ban on grounds of securing the 
safety of their clients. This is a serious 
precedent in the history of the Israeli ju- 
diciary involving a case of great public 
Interest. 

The paper adds: If it is true that the fa- 
milies of suspects need protection then it 
js to the security forces to provide it for 
them but the names of suspects have to be 
published for the sftke of justice. 

Yedtot Ahronot Writes that the scarcity 
of Egyptian, tourists in addition to the 
strained economic and cultural relations 
is causing us disappointment. Thousands 
of Israelis visit Egypt but movement from 
the other side -remained almost paralyzed. 
The Egyptian authorities press on Individ- 


Jregy-| 

struggle for Israel, may have to face a dif- 
ficult test, remarks the paper. 

Davar writes that despite Peres' efforts 
for revival within the party, the reality is 
not so. Despite changes within the last 
two terms of the Knesset, Peres should 
have been candti to say that his list does 
not contain sufficient new faces. Al- 
though the Labour list is not new but cer- 
tainly it includes a variety of names and is 
rich with experienced and senior persons. 
The Labour list represents, more than any 
other list, a variety of sectors and com- 
munities throughout Israel. It is a reno- 
vated list rather than a new one, says Da- 
var, 

Commenting on the bloody disturbances 
in Ain el-Hilwah refugee camp, A!- Ha- 
mlshmar says that the five-day distur- 
bances resulted in several deaths, des- 
truction of houses, tens of injured per- 
sons, an American condemnation and a 
Security Council debate. 


The war in Lebanon was Intended to 
root our guerrillas but what do civilians 
have to do with it when tbeir bouses were 
destroyed over their heads? 

All indications prove that the Israeli 
army committed ugly crimes inside the 
Palestinian refugee camp. Who is to 
Mama for these crimes? 
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Astounding results 

SSitl 

bersh^p'^OllTy ^h^Ncw 1 Waw'^Egynt^s 6 ^ the As scmbly s V mem- 

New Ward 3 "^,"^ , V , 0i ? d by ,, heads of opposition parties, including the 

spa a ^sSSBr^- 

polling stations lo monitor the voting procedures The rnterfn^M^*- 1 ? m ° s ^ 
with the opposition accepting and participating ‘ y d ° pen electlon 

sfif w iwtU^«rjRgSSS“JSffi 

as Sfflsar,; sir Afffss 

?he v a r« irit or democracythai 'Set 

Manifestation of terror 

Jss than' ttiristfcV^feSceMos 

muX ken away - ™ s a ™ re 

AdJiifnn 'll 151 5 noth ? r .? ,gly ® pisode Israel’s long history of official terror 
^rnm l inV’ a i ^ Q A « enS j *5?? involvement in the murder coupled with the bov: 
? h r r ent f ina 5 tion 4 1 “taking measures against the culprits only afford fur- 

Isr“^™t; t,0n 6 ‘ that t6rr0rism ls an integral part of 

n^ t n » h ^! C LfL J l?f ed that the . se fting up of the investigation committee was 

Se i f m M .i l ? aBnan,m ty: Rather R was designed — as in the case 
of the Sabra and Shat i la massacre — to de'fuse the international unrnnr mw 

the murder and to acquit the Israelis from responsibility As usuhI amons 
some segments of prp- Zionist western media the findings were transformed 
into a victory for /‘Israeli democracy” with the logical 

mizmg the enormity of Israel 1 s crimes. We in the Arab w£rld should Mb* 
deceived by such transparent ploys. ; V " • u,a not “ 

- If the tragic "Rafah" incident were an isolated one then the cause for 
alarm Would not be so great, In fact, it is a part of a s^?e^tic dfficiil 
policy of terror ruthlessly perpetrated — at the behest of the gOTernmeht - 
■ at,0n °f Pa'estlnel In this contest, the tombs recently I 
I found in the Arab buses are just another manifestation of Zionist tdfror 
designed to uproot the Arab mhabifahts. The onus is on the lnternSai 
community to take redeeming measures of reprisal against' the Zionist K 
for its policies of terror and genocide; > ' ; r • ■■■ • > : 
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P.w. Botha: Attracting (he crowds 


Thatcher and Reagan: A necessary visit 


From our corr espondent 

Demonstrations, hot issues 
and first timers 

London prepares for 1 0 busy days 


fy Len Rockingham 

^fffejtwasasag 

...ex, .stsf 

nsUon .1 Economic Summit from 7 " 

den Vo! n h pub,lc fij?* T* 1 ®™ the 
ind 8 for f thfl embaBsy ■ ““nth ago 

* ?, ast I * 0 large detach- 
!U“ ts i° f £, ce ha¥e been guarding coal 
i^nes In Nottinghamshire and the North 
to prevent striking miners’ pickets from 
barrasdqg non-striking miners; 

■E®** 1 ]* °J. the visit by Mr Botha, who 

^ttaSiSrt Afrkin Prime Min- 
ister to come to London in 23 years ■» 

being kept secret. All that Is known u »EI! 
}f **** have lunch on Saturday with 
Mrs Margaret Thatcher at Cheats the 
prime minister's official coStry re 
■'SSfi JZ nlty pr€CaatIoi i 8 at Chequers 

easy, compared 
wltn the problems of guardlna the snntk 
Africa, leader and his staff in* Undon 

il ^ }£* J! ro<e8t have promised 
that it will be “the biggest antl-anartheiii 
de».n.h.ti.. London* h„ MSP 

■»» Wle*e 


J?.* 1 9[ f 

inerth«M “ “ 0t co f f,ned t0 virulent anti- 
SS? 1 ? a 5*“?Ph , gnws. The opposition 
ofCommoas law ac- '• 
Mrs Jh ate her df becoadadSdfl'WHh 
So»‘l. Afrld. nod h.ve ^^X ^ 


to London will give Mr Botha’s govern* 
ment some of the international respecta- 
bility they crave. And the prestigious fig- 
ure of the Commonwealth Secretary* 
-General, Sir Sonny Ramphal, who main* 
tains good relations with the British go»* 
eminent, added his voice to the protest in 
a BBC international phone-in programme. 

The government’ s answer was given this 
week by a Foreign Office Minister, Mi 
Malcolm Rlfktnd, who denied that they 
were “pussyfooting with Botha,” and ta* 

»l*l« - - - -■ ■ • ■»- 1.IJ fhfit 


"pproving ot aparmeio. i— - 
there were prospects of South African gra- 
dually evolving some reform of the apar* 
theid system of racial separation and there 
was evidence of greater normalisation in 
South Africa's relations with neighbour- 
ing black African states. There were alw 
better prospects for the independence of 
Namibia. All of this, said Mr Rlfklod. 
was a move In a direction which the British 
government wished to encourage. 

President Reagan’s visit to London . 
three days after Mr Botha' s departure has 
evoked opposition of a different kind. No 
opposition politicians are objecting 1° •"* 
visit as such, since they recognise the in* 
portance of the economic summit at * »[“ 
of crisis in the world’s financial markets- 
The focus of the protests against Mr Rea- 
gan will be the decision, taken last year r 
to station American Cruise nuclear i»s- 
slles in Britain. For well over a year be- 
fore the missiles actually arrived, a deter- 
mined group of women bad been plcketioj 
the Amerlcun air base at Greenham Com- 
mon, West of London. 

It |s this determined hard-core 
“peace protesters’*, which the poUJ 
fear, more than the many thousands of 
-** - — ~jii J««.nnstril® 


ainary prqiesiGra non -mu •> 

their opposition to President RcaRj . 
defence policies. In American presldemi* 
election year, with memories of 
other attempts : on the life of Presl«» 
Reagan and other leading politicians, if j 
possibility ;of Mr Reagan’s life kel*jja 
■danger U something against which ew * 
security precaution will be taken. : :.y 
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Jordan and the 
Iran- Iraq war 

Greetings to Jerusalem! 

ALTHOUGH THE Iran- Iraq dispute has a territorial and a 
psychological dimension, it has other dimensions as well: 
personal, national, economic, religious and political. The 
sensitivities and the sensibilities of the combatants, locked 
in 3 terribly costly war. are deeply steeped in historical su- 
spicions and animosities. It is sad that the two neighbours, 
who should be devoting their energies and resources to 
development, to the betterment of Lhe lives and future of 
Iheir peoples, are locked in this desperate and seemingly 
endless war. 

On the morning of Sunday. 27 May. [984. the BBC in 
London reported that Iran was preparing for yet another 
massive attack that aimed to reach Baghdad. This new at- 
tack, was, no doubt prompted by Lhe successful Iraqi block- 
ade of Kharg Island. It is sadder still, that the whole world, 
including most of the Arab countries, until their interests 
were threatened, did not see fit to interfere or to act as 
intermediaries in an attempt to end the conflict. Though 
supporting Iraq, Jordan, from the very beginning, called for 
the end of hostilities between the two neighbours. 

It is important to emphttsi/c that though Jordan has main- 
tained its support and help to Iraq. Iron! the early days of 
the war. it recognized the need for its speedy conclusion. 
Jordan's reasoning is prompted by the realization that Iran 
is, and has always been, part of the Middle Eastern culture 
and civilization. Though there are the moments of tension 
even animosity and violence between Iran and Iraq, an Arab 
country. Iran, unlike Israel, is not an intruder in the area. 

Il is a part and parcel of the area, its history and aspira- 
tions. 

A second reason Tor Jordan’s desire in end the conflict is 
a nationalistic one, for. as long as Iraq is entangled in con- 
flict with Iran, its energies, and impact, political, military 
and economic, will be negligible vis a vis the resolution of 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. Iraq’s role in war or peace is vital 
to the Palestine problem. The stability of Iraq is vital to the 
stability of the whole A rub world Hiid has immediate impli- 
cations on any Arab effort whether in peace or wur. Iraq 
Provides strategic depth to Jordan, indeed the whole eastern 
Arab world, not only geographically, but economically, po- 
litically, militarily and psychologically, as well. Since 1948. 
Iraq has played a major role in the conflicts of the Middle 
East and has never hesitated from shouldering its responsi- 
bilities. 

Jordan has other reasons for supporting Iraq, not the least 
or which Is Iran’s view of itself as the bearer of a renewed, 
renovated, Islamic revolution expected to regenerate and re- 
vitalize the Islamic world: A revolution that is truly trans- 
national, recognizing no frontiers between the Islamic coun- 
ines or so il claims. Early in May 1980. one prominent Ira- 

flian jeader was quoted as saying: " We consider the 

Islamic Umma as one and indivisible. We also consider the 
imam (Khomeini) to be our religious leader. He is likewise 
lo the Iraqis, nay lo all lhe Islamic peoples...”. 

On September 17,1980. less than a week before lhe out- 
in°H p° r hostilities, another prominent Iranian leader said, 
,“’® !e . n dirtg Iran's claim to Bahrain as part of Iran, in fact 

o the fourteenth province: ** Iran is adamapt on export- 

“s Islamic revolution to all Islamic countries...". In 
June, 1980, prior to this statement, another prominenl Ira- 
ih™ leader stated that not only did the 
■jree islands of greater Tunb, lesser Tunb and Abu 
uaa occupied by Iran during the Shah's reign in 1971 — 
0n ? to Iran, but "Bahrain too...". 


o h ^ dona listic Iran was dangerous enough while under the 
nationalism mixed with and supported by religious 
dnm!l Ur and mu °h anger and frustration, is a volatile and 
Uuffi r i5* “dxture. Jordan has an interest, a vital one, in 
n« stabihty, viability, and continuity of the Arab states on 
it £21*’ and any threat to them is of extreme importance to 
iL-S?. 1 ? continues to be fearful of the atiempt to polarize 
bunni-Shi'a tendencies present within all the states of 
apd elsewhere in the region-, tendencies that could 
further unrest, Instability even fragmentation of the 

2^ a * aB f WnR Hussein once more reiterated that 

instability in the Gulf region, which has remained 
,ij„ ry friendly terms with Jordan and supported it finan- 
y and politically is of interest to Jordan. 

i eyi>, rc if 1 n ' s aupport of Iraq stems, not so much from racial or 
,d0 Ological nationalistic reasons, as it stems 
fnri iu® 8lre to inaintain the status quo of the Gulf region 
the conflict began. There is no undertone of hostility 
f,i° “ r the Iranian people per se, with whom Jordan was 
on ihA n i relat ionB for a long time: friendly relations based 
ilv of »? r n ^ pIes °f mutual respect and the territorial integr- 
: . the states of the area. 
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Third World mass media crisis 


IT WAS on 9th May, 1984 that 
the ministers of information of 
the non- aligned nations con- 
vened in Cairo to follow up their 
previous debates on the mailer 
of liberating the Third World’s 
information machinery from 
dependence on western commu- 
nication and telecommunica- 
tion system. 

Il is very well-known fact that 
the developed industrialized 
states of the world have imposed 
a monopoly of information and 
news provision over a substan- 
tially big part of the world on the 
analogy of the monopolist system 
wherewith they have managed lo 
dominate the economy and trade 
of Lhe South. Just as there have 
been attempts on the part of the 
South, mostly belonging to the 
Third World, lo establish a new 
world economic system, other si- 
milar endeavours have been 
undertaken towards the setting 
up of an information system 
proper of the states that sub- 
scribe lo the Non-Aligned 
Movement. 

Back in September. 1973, 
when the fourth summit confer- 
ence of the Non-Aligned 
Movement states was convened 
in Algiers, came the appeal for 
the re- consideration of relation- 
ships in matters of exchange of 
information. This appeal found 
its fulfillment in 1975 through 
(he setting up in Belgrade /Jugo- 
slavia of the syndicate of the 
news agencies of the non-aligned 
states. The syndicate was then 
considered as a pilot project: and 
it was placed under the supervi- 
sion of the official Jugoslavian 
News Agency “Tanyug.” Next 
the ministerial seminar of 
sixty- two non-aligned slates held 
in New Delhi/India in July I 976 
endorsed the seminar's recom- 
mendation for the formulation of 
an international law wherewith 
lo curb the monopoly of informa- 
tion imposed by the centra! core 
giant news agencies. 


And later in August of the 
same year, the debates of the in- 
formational delegations of eighty 
four non-aligned stales in Col- 
ombo culminated in the decision 
of establishing the organizational 
council of information of the 
non-aligned states, whose popu- 
lations amount to two thirds of 
the total world population. 


By Henry Matar 


Almost concurrently with the 
Non-Aligned Movement's 

measures towards the attempt to 
free the mass- media of the Third 
World from the domination of 
the western monopoly of the pu- 
blicized word, the United 
Nations has been contributing 
parallel efforts to the same end. 
Following the United Nations 
General Assembly's resolution. 
No 34/132, which endorsed the 
setting-up of the non-aligned 
state’s information syndicate, 
and which ran along the same 
line of encouraging indepen- 
dence of information from the 
monopoly of imperialist propa- 
ganda tools and machinery, the 
delegates of socialist countries 
and those of non-aligned states 
jointly approved a draft project 
statement previously prepared by 
an Internationa] committee of in- 
formation specialists in Paris, in 
1975. 

The statement called for the 
utilization of mass- media facili- 
ties and technologies for the pro- 
motion of worldly peace and 
international understanding 
against the counter propaganda 
that had been sowing Lhe seeds 
of sedition, racial discrimination 
and ethnic prejudices. Naturally 
this last service on the pan of 
UN experts by way of helping the 
emancipation of world mass me- 
dia from domination and depen- 
dence was followed by others 
pertaining to the field of techni- 



cal improvement of informa- 
tional output and technology in 
that part of the world known as 
the South. 

The Middle East is, however, 
not the exception lo the rule. 
The informational dilemma 
seems to strangle the greatest 
part of the Third World, which 
rather has turned, both economi- 
cally and informationally, into a 
sort of a "west's tail world." 
Against every single news item 
produced by the Third World, a 
thousand iLems originate in the 
developed capitalist countries. 
Here in these countries, only top 
four wesLern news agencies, 
namely the two American "Un- 
ited Press International" and 
"The Associated Press", the 
predominantly British "Reut- 
ers", and "The French Press 
Agency", have managed lo seize 
the monopoly of not less than 80 
per cent of the whole world's 
press and other media output. 

Ninety per cent of TV global 
broadcast hours, more than 60 
per cent of cinema- films, over 
90 per cent of TV, radio and 
cinema production companies 
( both local and international) 
and nine over ten of long dis- 
tance broadcast stations — all 
these are directly or closely tied 
up with the world's forum of in- 
formational ami communica- 
lional monopolies. And naturally 
all those many aforesaid machin- 
eries. agencies and tools serve 
the interests of the rich, influen- 
tial and highly- developed North. 

Certainly, before trying to an- 
swer the question as to the ex- 
tent of the success which the 
Non- Aligned MovemenL has 
scored against such gigantic 
monopolies of mass media ma- 
chinery, one had better try lo en- 
lighten the masses and special- 
ists concerned about some brain- 
washing dilemmas this same 
monopoly has managed to throw 
the world into. 


» 



Honeymoon diary: 

48 hours in Nairobi (4) 


IT WAS one hour after midnight. Most transit 
passengers were fast asleep despite the brightly-lil 
lounge. I could see the silver-coloured street lamps 
from the opposite windows and in the background 
the dark shadows of the terminal building. I looked 
around and saw my wife trying to get some sleep 
while lying on one of the tables using her handbag 
as a pillow. Suddenly the quietness of the place was 
disturbed by a downpour, which only took minutes 
to flood the streets and conjure a delightful earth 
aroma. It lasted for ten minutes and then the un- 
easy silence enveloped us once more. 

Minutes later a fat Immigration officer came 
strolling down the corridor. He looked at the 
stranded passengers, then looked at us and pointed 
at me to follow: and I did. We walked silently out 
of the lounge and into an empty reception hall. He 
stooped and lit a cigarette and said: "I hear that 
you want to go to Nairobi." I said yes. I can ar- 
range that for you, if you want, he said. How? I 
asked. "For a little money, I can let you and your . 
wife out now, but you have to be back in the morn- 
ina ” he said as he sucked on his cigarette. 1 knew 
what that meant: for a bribe this officer would let 
me pass for one night. I knew that he would not 
dve us our passports and that it will all be in his 
hands: He might be telling the truth and then he 
might not. For all I knew he might be trying to trap 
us. I will be in Nairobi for a night, without our pas- 
finorts and unable to move anywhere. I looked at 
fGman standing In front of me and told him that I 
will have to think about it. 1 "You do that. I will go 
for a nap and see you in an hour or two. But 
remember if you go tonight you have tobebackby l 0 
in the morning," he said and then turned and 
walked away. I sat thinking for sometime. It was a 
-risk-and I was .not About to rely on my luck; not 
now and not here. 

When the officer returned I ignored him as if 
nothing had happened between us. Without know- 
ing how, 1 finally fell asleep until six the next day. 


My wife was somewhat happy. We made it and 
spent one night here and now we were waiting for 
Mr. ICloi to call and tell us that he got our visas. By 
nine in the morning we were still hoping for the 
best but no word came from Kiol. About an hour 
later an immigration officer (a senior one) came 
and looked at us. "Are you the Jordanians?" he 
asked. I nodded. "Come with me," and I foll- 
owed. 

I knew 1 was about to meet the big man who rules 
this little jungle and I was right. We entered a 
small office with a desk, a man in civilian clothes 
sitting and a picture of President Daniel ara P Moi 
hanged on a wall behind looking me In the eyes. 
There was a book shelf with government leaflets 
and old magazines packed in it. The man was read- 
ing a newspaper and ignored both myself and the 
accompanying officer as we entered. In front of 
him was a cup of hot coffee and a pack of British 
cigarettes. The officer presented his boss with our 
passports and said that we are “the Jordanians." 

The man put down his paper and asked me why I 
had come to Kenya without obtaining a visa. With- 
out even listening to me he pulled a strange- look- 
ing hair comb from his pocket and began combing 
his hair. As I finished from telling him my story — 
and I thought 1 made a good presentation — the 
man looked at me and smiled. “If your Mr. Kloi 
does not succeed today, then you .nave to be de- 
ported," he said, picking up his paper and continu- 
ing to read. I tried to argue and explain, but there 
was no way that man would listen. 

I was back in the transit lounge and my wife 
looked at me and read it all In my eyes. There was 
no logic in what was happening to us. Are we that 
dangerous? Do we look suspicious with our tour- 
ists’ outfits, cameras and swimming shorts? 

We were already In the airport for oyer 4 hours 
now and our nightmare Was not about- to * *' 1 
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The Philadelphi 


By Sawsan Musallam 

Star Staff Writer 

THE AMMAN municipality is always thinkina 
or ways to beautify the capital. One of its ex^ 
reeled activities is converting the Philadelphia 
Hotel in downtown Amman into a museum At 
first the Municipality had the intent of demo- 
nshing the building, but as many people — espe- 
cially hotel owners — opposed the idea, a dcci- 
sion was finally made to save it. 

The 60-ycar-old Philadelphia Hotel — the 

Vmnh 9 .^ built . inAmman — ^cing the Roman 
Amphitheatre, it has witnessed a great portion 
ol Jordan s modern history. 

,«w r T . Ta ^ fiq ^ azzal * lhe owner of ihc hotel, 
old The Star that his rather Anton Nazzal was 
the one who established the hotel. He used to 
?Z n i * hc Winter Palace Hotel in Jericho where 
Lhe late king Abdullah was a frequent guest. Af- 
ter the late king chose Amman as the capital of 
Trans-Jordan m 1924, he asked the late Anion. 
Nazzal to build a hotel in the new capital. Mr 
Nazzal came to Amman and picked one of its 
sites to erect the hotel. 

in 1925. u hotel of I 4 rooms and a big dining 
room was set up. King Abdullah held all his ban- 
quets and receptions in the hotel which was also 
the meeting place Tor many politicians and bu- 
sinessmen. The meeting of Jordan's first ca- 
binet with the Algerian cabinet of President Ben 
Bella was one example of such meetings. “All 


arjgsns 


King Hussein „ 1 ,h ShnKr, A, Q„,„. Wsp^den, the „„ 

The picture was taken at the Philadelphia In 1958 


King Hussein with Saudi Arabia's King Saud bi a Abdul 
Aziz on his right and Mr Fauzi All Mulql on. his left. 
Picture taken at the hotel's garden 
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pie stayed at the Philadelphia." 

ta later to provide 92 1 rooms - 
-rent capacity — m 1948. when 
'il took over the management ol 
*- tis father . “Our hotel,” Mr 
'*is ibe first to introduce a tennis 
■•jnies. a swimming pool, and n 
The club's stage were 
Ivjaii's beauty contests which 
'i'io 1950s and 60s. Mr Nazzal 
ji* first three winners used to be 
•dn London, Miami and Long 
r-uo compete in the Miss World 
;-jjonal championships. 

•ctJip the hotel, which is now 
■ji m sons Mario and Tony, 
.poininenl figures, such as Lord 
icuni Bernadette and Glubb Pa- 

aamecast of the Oscar- winning 
nf Arabia" stayed Tor 6 months 
;ii Omar Sharif, Peter O' Toole 
.pa were among the members of 
lniiill remember the nights when 
.•MlhOmar Sharif and Peter O' 
piclub," Mr Nazzal said. 

i.v time no major changes were 
tub place by the Municipality. 
»bs always been that the entire 
i&tto reorganization." he said 


!n 1979. the Municipality declared ownership 
of 25 dunum area extending from Raghadan 
Bridge to Lhe Municipality's building. “We had 
many plans for developing the hotel." Mr Naz- 
zal said. ‘ ‘ We had an agreement with a Kuwaiti 
company to finance a project for enlarging the 
hotel by building three towers above the main 
building." One tower was to hold guest rooms 
and the other two, apartments and offices that 
could have rendered services Tor downtown re- 
quirements. But unfortunately the municipality 
turned the offer down. 

Although the hotel is no longer a centre for 
Amman's major events, many of its regular and 
old clients still love it and prefer it to the mod- 
ern ones. 

Mr Nazzal said that he will not hesitate to 
build another Philadelphia hotel in Amman as 
soon as lie gets the funds, which will come from> 
government's compensation for the present Phi- 
ladelphia hotel. 

The Amman Municipality on its part has not 
yet decided when to convert the hotel. The may- 
or's office told The Star Lhai Lhe subject is still 
under study. 

The future shape or the hotel and the fate of 
its walls, swimming pool and gardens, are not 
yet known. The only solid fact is that the Phi- 
ladelphia will remain landmark in Amman's and 
Jurdan's history. 
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Bangladesh, past, present and future 


By AJlaf Gauhar 

I II stick to my gin and ionic, you can 

? ? e W „,.Th/° Ur ls ! amle s«id my 

- gCnaral * s,rokin 8 h ‘ s roguishly 
K! V rey moustac , he - were sitting 

L“ fHf Sonargaon. a fivc-siar hotel owned 
by the Japanese, which is ihc latest jet-set 
c f az rt e ' n Dhaka. The general had not 
changed much since our last meeting 15 
years ago. Me was then a colonel, aloof 
and quite inaccessible. He would put on a 
S" n * r Jacket and sit at the same table in 
the club by himself. Neither the chilling 
Rawalpindi winter nor the blistering sum- 
mer affected his routine. 



General Hussein Kris had 

A great many things had changed in the 
meantime. Pakistan had been split into 
two sovereign slates. As a Pakistani I now 
needed a visa to enter Bangladesh, and 
was required to report to (he police within 
24 hours of arrival, and could not travel 
outside Dhaka without permission — an 
alien in my own country. The general 
would have to go through the same humi- 
liating procedure if he tried to go back to 
Pakistan where he had spent the best part 
of his youth. 1 * Much of the hatred against 
the Pakistanis has vanished.' 1 my friend 
tried to reassure me. "It was quite mad. 
the whole thing. You know, with a better 
rate of recruitment from here in the army 
and a few more jobs in the civil service 
and some genuine partnership in business 
the whole thing could have worked out." 

"The same again?” asked the waiter. 
"Yes please.” and the general picked up 
the thread, "but you never wanted it to 
work. Deep down you wnntcd us out.” 

"Don't you think you people were a bit 
too emotional and impatient?” I asked. I 
recounted to him a meeting which Ayub 
Khan (then president of Pakistan) had 
with some leaders of East Pakistan in 
1968. when he told them that they were 
perfectly justified In agitating for their 
rights but they should not take the ar- 
gument beyond reason. The general 
agreed that there had been a certain loss 
of perspective in the heal of ihe moment, 
but essentially it was the fault of the 
bureaucracy: "Even after the army action 
on 25 March they could have negotiated 
and come to some understanding with 
Sheikh Mitfib (the Awami League leader 
who became the Tirsl president of Ban- 
gladesh)." He felt that Mujib had kept all 
his options open until the end and had the 
Pakistan army tried to come to terms with 
him he would have agreed: "You will not 
find anyone here who will tell you that we 
wanted to wreck Pakistan. I say (hat as 
one- who fought ..against the Pakistani 
army, my own army. Do you know Gavin - " 
Young of the London Observer? He was 
in Dhaka when the Indian army marched 
into the city. He spotted me standing 
outside the Inter- Continental Hotel and 
asked me for my reaction to the Indian ar- 
my's entry into Dhaka; I could not give 
him an answer. Ironically, the moment of 
our liberation coincided with the surren- 
der of Pakistani forces. Toward the end.it 


had become an Indu- Pakistan war and 
ceased to be our struggle for freedom.” 

Joi BangJa won't gel us through the 
80s. There will be no more waves of 
violence and no more charismatic leaders 
in Bangladesh. There is no socialist base 
here nor are there any socialist aspira- 
tions among the Bengalis.” 

The army in Bangladesh, he explained, 
was the product of the struggle for 
freedom: We arc the best and the 

brightest and we must have a decisive and 
permanent position in the government.” 
All factions within the army were behind 
this claim as he felt the old political par- 
lies hud lost all credibility. 

I returned to Dhaka after 15 years and 
did not see a single familiar sign. A wide 
carriageway from the airport to the hotel 
hud replaced the winding bumpy road 1 
knew. I he hyacinth- covered pools on 
either side had disappeared. The old cara- 
van bazaar was now behind a facade of fa- 
shionable shops. Guishan had become a 
sprawling residential estate where diplo- 
mats arid businessmen lived in well- 
appointed apartments and bun- 
galows The size of the urban middle 
class had grcaily expanded and every 
house had air conditioners, refrigerators 
imd television sets complete with video- 
recorders. 

After Ihe initial impact had worn off. I 
discovered that development and mod- 
ernisation was limited to a five- mile 
stretch front the Zia international Airport 
to the Inter- Continental Hotel. Beyond 
thai was the world of slums inhabited by 
the hungry and the destitute. Hundreds of 
rickshaw pullers, wearing a vest and a 
lungi. were pedalling away barefoot in the 
cold with not a ray of light in their eyes. 

Every square mile crams in over 1.700 
persons and 122 of every 1.000 infants 
die in i lie i r first year. The population has 
risen from 76-million in 1974 to 
93 -million in 1982. "We will just have 
to push these people into the Bay of Ben- 
gal to be able to breathe," remarked a 
business executive. 

Faridpur town had changed too: the five 
mile stretch connecting the civil lines 
with the main road had obviously been the 
target of all development strategies and 
had been given a modern look. A few 
miles away from the town were the vill- 
ages I knew and there time had remained 
frozen. Groups of little children were 
standing waist deep in water, shaking 
heir wicker baskets in the hope of finding 
hit e fish. Their eyes, full of wonder 
looked for gold. 

What happened to all the development 
plans. Life in the village was dominated 
as always by the madbar (village tout). He 
arbiter of everyone's destiny 
within his domain. Here and there some 
social projects had been set up by the gov- 
ernment or some international agency but 
their local impact was marginal. 

I was shown a maternitv and child wel- 
fare centre run by five doctors as a char- 
Uy; there must have been 200 women and 
children waiting for treatment. The doc- 
tors barely had lime to write out the pre- 
scriptions for worms, skin diseases and 
diarrhoea. There was not enough medi- 
cine to go around. At some distance from 
these were 100 workers engaged to build 
a road under an International project. 

?? 11 o 7 ^ ere .. each to receive 15 takas 
(US87c) a day. 


tally controlled by the Indians. They came 
in as saviours but in less than three 
months managed to squander ail (he good- 
will. Many causes were offered Some of 
the Indian soldiers and their local collabo- 
rators indulged in robbing and looting in 
the interior. Then there was D. P. Dhar. a 
senior Indian official who thought Ban- 
gladesh was his private estate Apparently 



he used the television to harangue the 
Bengalis day after day until they decided 
to switch off the sets. He thought it was 
his job to leach the Bengalis how to run 
their affairs. 

Then came the marwaris (traders) to 
monopolise ihe jute trade all over again. 
All the old Hindus who had earlier mi- 
grated to West Bengal returned in the 
wake of the Indian army to reclaim their 
lands and properly. People began to feel 
that they had not achieved liberation but 
had become a colony of India. Officials 
made no secret of their view that India 
had expansionist designs: "She wants to 
be the principal hegemonic power in the 
region from Kabul to Burma and beyond. 

A senior Foreign Ministry official ass- 
ured me that Bangladesh was destined to 
have warm and close relations with Pakis- 
tan: "With India we will never be able to 
gcL too close.” 

It was pointed out that India had built 
up a tradition of having unfriendly rela- 
tions with its immediate neighbours. Pa- 
kistan, Sri Lanka. Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Bhutan and China: "They have much bet- 
ter relations with countries in the second 
and third circle neighbourhood, but with 


the first circle neighbours they find 
possible to have any understanding 

I met General Ershad in his offW „ 
the last day of my stay in Dhaka He h °5 
just managed to crush a public proles, “S 
by Khalida Zia the widow o hKL c 
essor. General Zia ur Rahman 

Hp e, ioiH MuJl h- 5 d ?r 8hler ‘ H «sina Waja? 
He told me : his officers were "really mi 

gry with Khalida Zia” but they did Z 
want to harm her because, after all she 
was the wife of a brother officer ' The 
memory of the brother officer is widely 
cherished and that is what makes Khaljfc 
Zia a threat to the regime. Though the 
government appeared in command of E 
situation, and Ershad looked confident 
the atmosphere in Dhaka was full of uni 
certainty. No-one was willing to predict 
the future. General Ershad' s administra- 
tive decentralisation and local election 
programme was under imple mentation. 
He said the politicians had no choice but 
to negotiate with him on his terms. 

Under the garb of nationalisation a 
number of lucrative enterprises aban- 
doned by the West Pakistanis were taken 
over and in the process enterprises owned 
by the Bengalis also came under state con- 
trol. Reflecting on the experiment. Sob- 
nan now says that certain essential steps 
prior to nationalisation were not taken 
' * for want of time as well as lack of re- 
quisite machinery on the ground." He 
does not explain why they decided to 
proceed with nationalisation when condi- 
tions on the ground were unsuitable. He 
admits that on Ihe day following nationali- 
sation 1 ' there were in fact not top execu- 
tives ... to assume immediate responsibil- 
ity. ' 

General Ershad explained to me how all 
the state enterprises had been incurring 
losses and how the economy had started to 
show some signs of improvement after de- 
nationalisation. But the signs are like 
faint glimmers and Bangladesh survives 
as a "basket case.” An over-sized 
bureaucracy, a large army and a powerful 
middle class continue to thrive while mill- 
ions in the villages strive for a desperate 
and sub-human existence. The much 
talked about decentralisation will only in- 
crease bureaucratic presence and control. 
Bangladesh will end up with more offi- 
cials, more lawyers, more judges - 
meaning more litigation, more corruption 
and more oppression. And as always the 
ruling clique —• the most prosperous in 
terms of per capita income in the subcon- 
tinent — will have someone else to blame 
for their incompetence, avarice and indif- 
ference. 

South/ Third World Media 


Study warns, global tensions 


Instead, the madbar, who was naturally 
in charge of the contract, paid them five 
and made them pul their thumb impres- 
sion on the muster roll as evidence of 
having been paid the full amount. Why 
did he pay them five takas? The madbar's 
reply was simple: "That is what their fa- 
(tiers used to get and that is what they will 
8J 1 * The remaining 10 takas were 
shared by the madbar with the local police 
Offmer and the revenue officer. So 
whether aid funds came through govern- 
ment channels or were given directly, to 
-tho people, the system claimed its share 
leaving the workers with just enough -to- 
starve slowly. 

. w hat happened after liberation? Noth- 
ing. First, there was the great euphoria 
and everyone felt that life would be better 
than under West Pakistani domination 
The system that Sheikh Mujib inherited 
Was repressive- and exploitative, and the 
immediate post-liberation phase waR in. 


By Ian Mather 

LONDON (ONS) - DespiLe the loss of 

ofTni« S ? nd !? e ex P e 1 P <1 iture of billions 
nt m mJL' few i f afl y of the world's con- 
closer to a solution at the 

fhe 2i 9 “ lha ?K th 7 Wre at start of 
the year, says the London- based Inter- 

“ Sa!“ f ° r S ' rate8iC S,Udies in 

cou!d sain from a delib- 
erate resort to war. "the risks that dan- 
gerous posturing and miscalculation might 
draw them into direct conflict’ have 'in- 
creased significantly. 

vZftSSW !?SS2S7taalr 

ac^r ri,kl ‘‘ o ® 

However, | the authors have little con. 
fidence that there will be any such ?m- 
provament. "The growth of tensions 
tween the Soviet Union and the United 
Sta es provided the leitmotif for an essen? 
-Wsrhn year. Relations have frozen 
into their worst state lin^ffiFCuban mis- 
sile crisis. The current crisis threatens to 

■JSEft 6 d eep, enduring trough out of 

which leaders will have great difficulty in 
climbing. in the coming years.” y 

: In an American electoral year new ini 

~ * “P^AonTwaTh: 


Union a new man is just beginning his 
reign, and even if he wants to make major 
changes, he will need time to consolidate 
his authority. ” 

The institute says that despite the fact 
that President Reagan "nas judged it 
necessary ' to move away from the harsh 
rhetoric of his early years 'significant 
changes in policies and attitudes towards 
the Soviet Union have yet to be detected. 

The consequence is that East- West 
arms control is ' in deep trouble. ' Neg-’ua - 
tors have had to work in such an atm®* 
phere of distrust, even rancour, that tW 
task of producing agreements that their 
governments would accept has been vir- 
tually impossible. 

The institute's analysis is more san- 
guine over the condition of NATO, whet® 
it estimates that 'discord was far las* 
strident and public in 1983, than in tne 
previous year, even though little progress 
was made in resolving major issues 01 
contention." 

The 'Twin track' decision of 1979. ijj 
which NATO agreed to station Cruise an» 
Pers hi ng-mis siles in Europe was adhere w 
despite strong political protest. 

Despite this trend, other deep-seated 
problems were still unresolved. There i» 
still much room for improvement in 1 *' 
conciling the differing Interests of 

IJflifP.H Sintae qmH thn C, trAPtf Rfi rtiClllW' 



Peace, but at what price? 


By Altaf Gauhar 

BCE AT any price is what Mozambique 
c j to a lesser extent, Angola appear to 
peopled for. Both have been badly clob- 
ytdover the last few years. Massive al- 
jtfi bp rebels, armed and supported by 
Gloria In pursuit of its policy of destobi- 
jijtbe border states, have had a de vas- 
effect on life in Mozambique and 
fejok- 

jls assault on Angola early this year 
sought the regime to its knees. Large 
pits of Mozambique are under the con- 
itj of the MNR rebels. Economically the 
m countries are in a slate of collapse 
dilute assistance has been forthcoming 
Has friends or any international agency. 
He Non-Aligned Movement and the Or- 
liitsalion of African Unity did nothing to 
tfp'beyond passing tedious resolutions 
'•hired by more resolutions — but no ac- 


tanh Africa is gloating with self- 
action, and the US administration is 
ttgbted that relentless pressure has 
lorked and at least two states have learnt 
uiccept South Africa's superiority, and 
bit feeling is that the distance between 
apriority and hegemony would be shor- 
atd by adding economic charm to armed 
jrasure. 


It is important to examine the two 
ijmments which Mozambique and An- 
[Sj signed with South Africa. 

First Angola, which is easier to under- 
fed. Under a ceasefire agreement, 
ph Africa has agreed to withdraw Us 
'aces from southern Angola subject to 
w conditions. (Angola always insisted 
a ^conditional withdrawal, a demand 
, wch il has now abandoned). Angolans 
^ not deploy any Cuban troops in sou- 
“tfD Angola, a condition which one can 
jnwrstand and live with. All the Indlca- 
f® ** that Cuban troops were hardly 
SfT pIoyed in region- But if this 
rare to be linked with the wilh- 
JJf 1 Cuban troops from Angola it 
^ become totally unacceptable. The 
JWcondtiion is that the Southwest 
'tea People s Organisation will not be 


allowed to use Angolan territory for send- 
ing its freedom fighters into Namibia. 

If the ceasefire and the withdrawal of 
forces were to lead to the implementation 
ol Security Council resolution 435, which 
requires "the early independence of Na- 
mibia through free elections under the 
supervision and control of the United 
Nations , Swapo could easily accept and 
honour this condition. But if this condi- 
tion were to be used by South Africa to 
frustrate free elections in Namibia then 
Swapo must either violate it or face ex- 
tinction. Already there are reports that 
Swapo guerrillas are being hounded by 
Angolan troops. 

The US position remains unchanged. 
They want the Cubans out of Angola be- 
fore there is any progress in Namibia. The 
Angolans are willing to arrange a phased 
withdrawal of the Cubans provided it is 
related to a step-by-step implementation 
of resolution 435. But the US want to 
know when the last Cuban troops will 
leave before any substantive step is taken 
toward the independence of Namibia. Pre- 
sident Eduardo dos Santos Is not unaware 
of the risks and is trying desperately to 
maintain a degree of pressure on South 
Africa. The South Africans and' the US 
will try to convert the ceasefire agreement 
into a permanent settlement of the prob- 
lem of Namibia. Blit (hat will never work. 


Swapo* s dilemma 


In the case of Mozambique the agreem- 
ent amounts to a non- aggression pact, 
signed with great pomp and ceremony, to 
the anguish of millions of people in Africa 
and in other parts of the Third World. 
No-one could quite understand why so 
much noise and trumpeting was necessary 
to herald a surrender. The drama was re- 
miniscent of Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat's ill-fated pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

Perhaps President Samara Machel had 
no choice. Perhaps to the South Africans, 
the bawdy ceremony was more important 
than the substance of the agreement. 
They wanted to tell the world (hat they 
had emerged from their claustraphobla. 
The leaders of the frontline states had 


little^ choice but to accept the agreement. 
President Nyerere said in a conversation: 
"You reach a situation when you get a 
little shock, and you rethink and you be- 
gin to move forward again." 

Severe blow 

Where will Mozambique go from here? 
That is the question. Will it be lured into 
the economic parlour of South Africa? 
Certain traditional trading and transporta- 
tion links between South Africa and Mo- 
zambique could be renewed, because Mo- 
zambique has to survive. But any new 
economic links between Ihe two countries 
would be impossible to justify. Countries 
which have imposed sanctions against 
South Africa would find that incom- 
prehensible and utterly inexcusable. Such 
links would not only undermine the strug- 
gle for self-determination within South 
Africa, they would be a severe blow to the 
anti-apartheid movement worldwide. 

Mozambique must survive, but it will 
not survive by abandoning its obligations 
to the people of Namibia and South 
Africa. South Africa can offer all kinds of 
blandishments to pull Mozambique into its 
economic trap, but that trap will turn into 
a stranglehold tor the whole of Africa. 
South Africa does not want peace. No fa- 
scist state has ever wanted peace. South 
Africa wants a respectable race to esta- 
blish iiself as the dominant power in 
Africa. 

There are striking parallels here with 
the Israeli strategy in the Middle East. 
Sadat wanted Sinai and was made to 
present himself to Jerusalem and later to 
sign the Camp David Accords. He signed 
not only a non- aggression pact but agreed 
to establish diplomatic, economic and cul- 
tural links with Israel, It all ended-up in 
his tragic assassination and the Isolation 
of Egypt from Ihe Arab world. Mozamb- 
ique and Angola could end up like Egypt in 
, their quest for peace. There should be no 
doubt that South Africa will use these 
agreements as a model of good neigh- 
bourly relations to establish its supremacy 
and hegemony in Africa. 


South /Third World Media 


American bias towards Israel 


By Michael P. Saba 

kee ? re numbering a story 

^isternf t i arami ' man Y times prime 
l0 ^ d me when I was 
"You are in your 
Us i 0 he said, "and a thief be- 

^kenad^t iu° Ur .^longings. You are 
‘kief Yoi. u noise and run after the 

loo, andyoif hh ' he s,arls hitting 
seif and J “ ?■ 11 him back to protect your- 

kli ^ r wS? l h*JP Ur b * lon 8 in 8S- Bysian- 
Nne l h>ef and start 

ke. (he lsrn*i? protecl lhe thief ... You 
sah. and « Us A are the thieves and crimi- 
tors beatina U tk 1 ln * ric8n s arc the byslan- 

kd ibeir £, tbe . Palestinians who have 

f An »iiwn s S n8, " gs sl0,en - w hy can't 
lca ns understand that?" 


,ri ^ns refill 6 ? ask,n 8 myself why Am- 
worirfl 6 und erstand when most 

p seem i n 9 r our Western all- 

W . Y a . , this picture in a clearer 

% more i!!}, 7 a c °ntinucs to give the 
tools for his crimes. 

kv* constantly told that we 

^ l fos S 4 Comi " itftient " to ,srBel - 

I?® 1 to the Jr?-*? unquestioning commit- 
■J t* elected - IC I s °r whomever happens 
wp treat' V 1 lsrael ? Does this mean 
^ Wh V?lUe S ? rae differently from all 

4?E&lj ares cpnimon traits and his- 


Whose security and borders are being 
threatened here? Certainly not Israel’s. 
Even when the people in Israel were 
protesting these policies, Americans re- 
mained silent. 

Americans are told that we cannot talk 
to the PLO until the PLO recognizes Is- 
rael. Yet even if the PLO recognizes Is- 
rael, even if It renounces its covenant 
against Israel. Israeli leaders have repeat- 
edly slated in public that Israel will still 
not talk to the PLO. Despite physical at- 
tacks and the illegal ouster of elected rep- 
resentatives, Israel has still not been able 
to challenge the PLO's legitimacy in the 
eyes of the Palestinians. 

We are told the Israeli is our only reli- 
able "democratic ally” in the Middle 
East. America has no treaty with Israel 
such as those with our NATO allies. In 
the case of Israel, we seem to allow the 
ranalical dreams or a few leaders with a 
bare parliamentary majority in a land 
without a constitution disrupt our Ameri- 
can creed of sovereignty and self- deter- 
mination for all peoples. If Jsrael refuses 
to negotiate with the Palestinians, it 
prevents itself from negotiating In good 
faith with the rest of its neighbours, flow 
then can these Arab neighbours continue 
to have working relations with the United 
States, when we condone Israel s poli- 
cies? ■ 


-W 1 Canada, yet we 
J .variety, of issues with- 
.JM**:. disagreement = will 
' - - 1 Mnnship- 

i^aiiwie must protect 
dufc nsiblc ■ bc,r ' 


We bftiiqol aliow: our foreign 
be determined by apy naUon . in the Middle 
East be it Israel or the Arab states. We 
caniwt' allow any other nation to define 

America's own ; nfttionpT interest?. \ e 

' : ye«I£ ’ Srabi "has Afflaricaps 

W.Arab^ikpKal cities. Baghdad of responsibilities before thy . 
■WTides'troyi-d ■ LebSion. bypthers In their pwn terms. 



We have reached a turning point in the 
United States. America must clarify its 
foreign policies in order to defend its own 
national interests. We can no longer de- 
monstrate against nuclear weapons while 
turning a blind eye to the bombing of ho- 
spitals, schools and homes in Lebanon. 
We demonstrated against these atrocities 
in the 1960s when it was happening in 
Vietnam. If we were against the bombing 
of hospitals then, why are we not against 
it noytf 

America cannot afford to negate its her- 
itage and destroy the image — tattered as 
it may be — of being fair-minded, 
rights-protecting and peace-desiring. We 
must not sell this reputation for any price 
— whether for defense information der- 
ived from the destruction of a capital-city 
in the Middle East, or for campaign funds 
and intense minority log-rolling. Ameri- 
ca’s weapons, nuclear or otherwise, and 
use of these weapons are our responsibil- 
ity. Should we choose to neglect this re- 
sponsibility, or relinquish it to those who 
do not have our interests in mind, then 
we must suffer the consequences. 

Perhaps we can afford to donate $7 
million a day to Israel in order to provide 
it with tools for further criminal acts. I 
hope not. 1 hope that Mr. Karami will not 
have to continue to wonder why Ameri- 
cans do not understand. Perhaps all of us 
will soon be able to distinguish between 
the .criminal and the victim. 

The writer, a Bismarck businessman and 
former executive director of the National 
Association of Arab Americans, was an 
unsuccessful candidate for the Democratic 
nomination for the US Senate in 1980. 




Arabs and 
Israel’ s elections 

THE NEW consciousness among Arabs 
in Israel is promising indeed as they 
organize themselves to wage the up- 
coming Israeli elections next July. It is 
true that the shock of occupation 
which resulted in sending the larger 
sectors of Palestinians into the dia- 
spora. had left the remaining Arabs in 
Israel in a slate or confusion and disar- 
ray. Israeli politicians were always 
counting on Arab disunity both inside 
and outside Palestine to work in their 
Tavour. And (his has often been the 
case as Arab chaos persisted. But 
recent events inside Palestine indicate 
that Israel was mistaken in counting on 
Arab disorder on a long-term basis. 

Israel has always tried, however, to 
encourage altitudes of separateness 
among Arabs. Israel has also benefit- 
led from altitudes of apathy among 
Arabs regarding Lhe political life in Is- 
rael. But the new generation of Arabs 
are quite aware of Israel's real inten- 
tions. They are also in a good position 
to demand improvement for the situa- 
tion of Arabs in Occupied Palestine. 
Representing nearly twenty per cent of 
the toial registered voters. Arabs in 
Israel are now in a very good position 
to lobby successfully for their own 
causes. 

There are still some, or course, who 
maintain that Arabs, by participating 
in the elections, are giving Israel the 
much- needed legitimacy it is seeking. 
It is wrong, however, to dismiss these 
voices as unrealistic dreamers because 
their motivation is ultimately the well- 
being of the Palestinian population. 

We might argue, however, that the 
rapid deterioration of the political and 
social situation in Arab towns and vill- 
ages in the Galilee, the Naqab, the 
Triangle and Naserah requires prompt 
action. Israel is continuing its policies 
of land appropriation, blowing up of 
houses, and forced emigration in all of 
these regions. And the answer to this 
is not Lo sit by idly or to refuse to 
actively propose ways and means to 
change that dismal situation. The an- 
swer, 1 believe, should be a call for un- 
ity among all Arabs in preparation for 
the upcoming elections. Any benefit is 
well- worth the cost. 

It is also quite revealing that Israeli 
politicians began to realise Lhe impor- 
tance of the Arab factor in the elec- 
tions. It seems as if the worst dreams 
of such Israeli politicians as Golda 
Meir, Kahana and Borg have come 
true. These. racists have always feared 
the consequences of the high Pales- 
tinian birth rate. They feared that, as 
time goes by, the exclusivisl Jewish 
identity of their (stale) would be in 
jeopardy. But whether it is these 
(fears) that are materializing now in 
Palestine or not is beside the question. 
The point is. that since Israeli politi- 
cians realize the importance of the 
Arab factor, it follows that the Arabs 
themselves should be more inclined to 
capitalize on their own strength. 

The important question, however, is 
this; Should the Arabs in Israel wage 
the elections independently or in con- 
junction with other Israeli parties? It is 
.quite interesting that Israeli coalitions 
:( especially Labour and the Likud) arc 
courting Arab voters and proposing 
^programmes (hat are tailored with 
■ Arab votes in mind. 

Perez, of :the Labour party, for 
instance, ha? proposed a grand pro- 
.gramme of promises that is designed to' 
■win over some Arab; votes. 
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Spanish dance is thriving says artist 


By Ersllla Moreno 

Spcci.il in I hc Sljir 

SPANISH DANCER Maria del Carmen 
Cubillo and her troupe recently vi- 
sited Jordan and performed magni- 
ficently at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
Ms Cubillo graduated from the Royal 
Conservatory for Dance and Theatre 
in Madrid and has been performing 
on the international circuit as well as 
in her native Spain since 1 968. In an 
interview with The Star she talked 
about the current state of Spanish 
folkdance and other types of dance 
popular in Spain today. 

Ms Cubillo said that Spanish folk danc- 
ing continues (o thrive and maintain itself 
today as a very important part of Iberian 
tradition. When a foreigner thinks of tra- 
ditional Spanish dance he lends to think 
of the Flamenco and identifies it as typi- 
cal. However, she said Spain is rich in 
different types of folkdancing that vary 
from region to region. Classical dancing 
from the school of Bolero and theatrical 
dance are also a very important part of the 
dance tradition in Spain. 

Flamenco style dancing, accompanied 
by a guitarist and singer, is characteristic 
of the Andalusia region of southern 
Spain. The “gitanos” (gypsies) were 
largely responsible for creating the dance. 
They have been dancing on tables in tav- 
erns as far back as any Spaniard can 
remember. Ms. Cubillo said that the 
Flamenco differs greatly from other folk- 
dances as the mood from which it was 
created was one of sadness, despair and 
love-lorn romances while the other tradi- 
tional folkdances in the Spanish provinces 
express a mood of gaiety. 

Authentic 

The classical dance that originated from 
the school of Bolero back in the 1 800’s is 
a combination of ballet movement and the 
use of castanets. It has always been popu- 
lar in Spain, but few tourists have had the 
chance to see it. Another not so well 
known style is theatrical dance which 
combines theatrical movements with the 
grace of ballet steps usually set to classical 
music from great Spanish composers such 
De Falla and Albeniz. This dance Is known 


throughout Spain as "cl baile cullo" (the 
cultured dance) and everything from cos- 
tume to footwork is employed to express 
the prevailing mood. 

Ms. Cubitlo said that the dances that 
one sees today have been modified a little 
to allow for more mobility and space, but 
the actual steps are authentic. 

The costumes used to illustrate folkloric 
dances from the different provinces are 
authentic to each region and only with 
Flamenco dances does the costume vary. 
This is due to changes of style over time. 
At one time the dresses were just layer 
upon frilly layer of material. At other 
times tight fitting dresses with a few ruf- 
fles on (he bottom or a ruffle train were in 
style. Scoop neclines, long sleeves, short 
sleeves, ruffles, trains and shawls are all 
characteristic of Flameco costume today. 

The greats 

Ms. CubiUo considers that in the mod- 
ern era certain famous figures have revo- 
lutionized Spanish dance, they include 
Antonia Mcrce, Incarnacion Lopez "La 
Argentinila" and Vincente Escudero. 

They took it from the regions and Intro- 
duced Spain to its folkdancing heritage. 
Pilar Lopez (La Arentinita's sister) car- 
ried the dances abroad as did Antonio 
Cades. Antonio Gades is one of the few 
greats alive who continues to bring folk- 
dancing to the stage. Mariemma, another 
great artist, has left the stage but helps 
keep the spirit of the dance alive by teach- 
ing nt the Royal Conservatory for Dance 
and Theatre in Madrid. 

Ms Cubillo said there has been a great 
revival In Spain' s affection for dance and 
the Conservatory Is having difficulty ac- 
commodating all those who desire to 
learn. Before a student is able to matricu- 
late he must audition, and to stay in the 
school he must rc- audition every year. 
For every student who succeeds dozens 
are turned down. The seven year curricu- 
lum in dance encompasses all types of 
danco as well costume and make-up and 
regular academic courses are taught as 
well. 
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Dancer Maria Cubillo with her group 



Dancers from Ibiza 


A lively glimpse of Russian handwork 



The work Is both practical and ornamental 



Woodcarvfng is an ancient art 




Special io The Star 

FOR THREE days this week the So- 
viet Cultural Centre had on display in 
honour of Jordan's Independence 
Day, a small but colourful exhibition 
of handicraft work from the Soviet 
Union. The 300 pieces on display 
were the work of 40 artists and repre- 
sented traditional work of the 18 th, 
19th and 20th centuries. 

On show were original luxury lacquered 
boxes from the early part of this century 
that are finely and decoratively painted 
with enchanting mediaeval story scenes 
taken from Russian history and views of 
cities that reminded the viewer of Russ- 
ia's "eastern” aspects with its almost 
Persian like, details. There were also 
heavy and creamy handworked lace and 
shawls from handicraft centres such as 
Fologha and Bavlof and the distinctive 
gold painted on red or black wood service 
ware that fill up • most Russian tourist 
shops. , • 

Not missing either were the roughly 
hewed comic wood' ornaments of sportive 
bears, rabbits and woodcutters or the fam- 
ous "Capsule" dolls and wood carved wall 
plates. 

' Peasant Industry 

AH the artifacts testify to a lively pea- 
sant Industry with its soul rooted in the 
land. The materials being mostly out of 
wood and r recurring design motifs are 
mainly taken from nature.- flowers. Terns 
plants leaves, genefal fiofa and fabna. Of 
particular; interest and beauty were the 
Small carved stone figurines from the Ak- 
tai mountains. A legacy of Buddhism 
seeps- Intb the stoqky sturdy but smoothly 
toned miniature? rr a black ram, grinning 
mythological creatures: and a family group 


of mother and child to name but a ft' 
draw inspiration from and dcpici the in* 
and heritage of Ihc people of that area. 

Mr Andre Glaido, head of the mtmaw^ 
paintings section of the National 
Museum in Moscow told The Star 
since the mid 1970's the Soviet govern- 
ment had been paying more attention » 
the development of the applied dccorau 
arts. 

He said that none of the pieces oil 4^' 
play in the exhibition were for sale as tn»- 
are all original works by Soviet artists, p 
it is possible to have copies made. 

Mr Glaido is not an artist himself but h*- 
is studying the theoretical side of nan 
crafts in order to explore ways nt 
can be developed. 



A dress of, bygone days 




French films hold 

their fascination 


arts 


gy Reem A. H. Yasln 
Special to The Star 

«£ JORDANIAN Cine Club has been 
Urkably active throughout May. 
Second film festival held for the 
Ifl. French Film Week, which 
hi arranged with the help of the 
touch embassy in Amman has been 
oierway since Sunday 27 May. 

nis week The Star spoke to French 

I Csksral Attache. Mr. Herri Lebreton and 
biulitant Mr Jean-Christophe Theobalt 
M the development of the French 
jeou. 
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ft Hint Lebreton 


jhjittlly a French invention, cinema 
fjfty Harted with the experimental 
Maof the Lumiere brothers, first shown 
•Jtol* basement In 1895. Beginning 
’JJ/wnt pictures, through the early 
WM rums and up until the sophislicn- 
wiof modern techniques of filmmaking, 
J5J has progressed and flou- 
““Wover the past ninety years. 

riLii now . the mosl dynamic cinema in 
and French films have gained 
wide popiUarhy, Ihelr export com- 
oniy to that of American films. 

Intimate 

popularity may possibly be attri 

4»ieteHt« ertain * ntimate quality tha 
fc2 ri a ze 2 roauy French films, a highl • 
transcendental quality ths' 
tfutfo ns ° ^ de variel y tastes and in- 


The term ‘ 1 film d' auteur’ ' ( the author’s 
film) originated in France to describe the 
sort of film that is a representation of its 
director’s personal feelings and view- 
point. 

These highly subjective films usually 
concentrate on the personal and intimate 
lives of their characters analysing their 
relationships with themselves, with each 
other and with the world at large. 

Among the films shown at the festival 
those that illustrate this trend are: ‘A 
Strange Journey’ , ’ Bastien Bastienne’ and 
‘The Destiny of Juliette'. All three are 
very recent films produced in the 1 980’s, 
the last two were presented at the Cannes 
Festival. 

Involvement 

But another important characteristic of 
modern French cinema is its involvement 
in world problems. A most striking exam- 
ple of this trend are the films of Costa- 
Gavras, director of “Hanna- K”, the film 
of the opening night of the festival. Mr. 
Lebreton describes the film as an ‘ objec- 
tive representation of the Palestinian 
problem’ and feels very proud that the 
film is being shown in Jordan before any 
other Arab country, (apart from Egypt 
where the film was released in Cairo in 
November 1983). 

The cultural Attache said he greatly ap- 
proves of the ’efforts of French directors 
to open productions to world problems’, 
working with non- French actors and film- 
ing in locations outside France. 

Mr. Lebreton has equally strong feel- 
ings for another film shown during the 
French Film Week — though in this case 
the preference is on a purely personal 
level. ‘The Umbrellas of Cherbourg’ (sch- 
eduled to be screened on Saturday 2 June) 
was HI mod in Mr. Lebreton”s hometown 
of Cherbourg in the north west of France. 

He says the film holds sweet memories 
for him especially as he was in town when 
the film was filmed in 1 963. Cherbourg Is 
known to be a very wet town where it al- 
ways rains and Mr. Lebreton remembers 
seeing boys actually holding the water 
pipes to simulate the effect of rain as the 
film was being shot. 

He finds it especially fascinating to see 
his own town through the eyes of the 
director of the film. He said that Jack 
Demy, the director of the film, has bes- 
towed a poetic aura over the town which 
gave the place a character all of its own. 
The film was awarded the “Palme d’Or 
at the Festival of Cannes in 1963. 
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Iraq plans cinema city 


of the Gu,f 
“M Iraq. It will have 
bUndihantS 1 * in Baghdad the capi- 
^iway her 81 Habb *niy®h. about 

•SfSLT!? P* m a J! ear wfil be made 
This will carry a 

Iraql hl8t ° ry ’ 
djilrJ *I!i e tu® a Jl bdad administrative 


and it 3 * 1 administrative 
mSSA J™ epte. Salah Abou 

fta'Ua 10 Abdul Amir 

Silft. 01 the General Esla- 
^ th;^ r a “ cma and Theatre, 
Tha V 0r 8 a nisalion responsible. 

oontve stands on 
*»king like a 
tWSwn JJPf* l! ha* been built, in 
Swiss, at a cost of 

two studios. u 
a smaller theatre 

ir-lfi® 'ffi- J* and an nndergro- 
a „ y e * s a room also for a 

j 

idity. at a 
ffipfoates. Stands be- 


side a luxury hotel nightclub and sports j 
facilites. 

This lake and the sand dunes there 
are expected to supply the backdrop for i 
many film productions. 

Now that directors Salah Abou Saif 
and Tawfiq Saleh have reportedly left 
Egypt to work in Iraq, chances of Iraqi 
cinema getting a good share of the 
Arab film market are thought to be bet- 
ter than ever. About half a dozen films 
come out of Iraq yearly now. 

Iraqi cinema dates officially from 
1971, when Mohamed Shoukry Jaml s 
Thirst was made and gained inter- 
national recognition at the Moscow 
Film Festival. It told of a tribe search- 
ing for water in the desert, bighUght- 
ing both the physical and the psycholo- 
gical conflicts. ... 

Jamil has gone on to direct and edit 
The Walls; He wrote the script m col- 
laboration for Sahib Haddad B -Mnter- 
Day. Both films were shown at inter 

national festivals. . . 

The second noted Iraqi I . 

Faisal al-Yassfty made The HeatTa 
thriller centred on a bunt for a missing 
archwological 
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Le Destln de Juliette 

Another award winner among the films 
of the festival is the film ‘ La Nilit Ameri- 
ca! ne' (Night for Day) which was awarded 
the Oscar in 1973 for the best foreign 
film. 

Festivals 

Good quality films always trigger off 
thougts of film festivals, for festivals 
have been created to celebrate distin- 
guished films. In this aspect of cinema, 
as In many others, the French have also 
made a special mark. 

France holds twenty five film festivals 
all around the year throughout the coun- 
try. They include the ‘Ceremonie des 
Ce’ sars’ held in Paris every March, it is 




the French equivalent to Hollywood's 
Oscar occasion. There are festivals held 
at Monte- Carlo, at lille, at Rouen, at 
Marseille, hut perhaps the one most fami- 
liar to people outside France is the Cannes 
Festival. 

To give the French film audience Jn 
Amman a share in the festivities of Can- 
nes which is in May each year, the French 
Cultural Centre has arranged an exhibi- 
tion of photographs and posters covering 
the past thirty years of the Cannes Film 
Festival. There will be photographs of ac- 
tors and directors and posters of films 
that have been a part of the Festival of 
Cannes. The exhibition will be open to the 
public at the Royal Cultural Centre all 
through the French Film Week. 



UNDER the tide ‘Segments of Vision’ Jordanian artist Ammar 
Kbammash Mil be holding an exhibition of paintings at the Alla 
Art Gallery this week. The exhibition will run from Saturday 2 
until Sunday 10 Jane. . 
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society 

Syrian author speaks out 


May Ziyadeh, a writer betrayed by history 

By KaHiv KfliHch r-- J 


Caring for children in need 


By Kathy Rakish 

Star Staff Writer 

Til? Arab writer and minent lawyers offered to stand for her 

poet May. Ziyadeh shown recently in defence. May was released from the insti- 
tne Egyptian series on Jordan Televi- tulion and she presented a lecture and the 
Sion was an extremely distorted one, American University of Beirut, ‘The Mis- 
says Syrian author Selma Al-Haffar ? ,on of Writers'. The result was that the 
Al-Kuzbari who lectured recently at ™° *? ad tended this lecture de- 

Jordan University. 1 94 T* ^ er ,nnocent ’ d ' ed a l° ne in 


_J n j} er lecture, and in an interview with 
the Star, Selma attempted to give a more 
accurate picture of May Ziyadeh and her 
contribution to Arab literature and so- 
ciety. 

May was a prominent literary figure of 
the Arab world during the first half of this 
century. Born in Nazareth of Lebanese fa- 
ther and a Palestinian mother, she' spent 
noslor her life moving between Lebanon 
and Egypt. May was one of those behind 
the formation of a generation of literary 
figures and journalists who sought to open 
the path for the building of a new type of 
society. Although multilingual, May dedi- 
cated herself to writing in her mother ton- 
gue, with the aim of giving Arabic the 
push it needed for its revival. 

She opened her parents* home for hei 
Tuesday Meetings' which attracted hun- 
dreds of people for literary discussions. 
Taha Hussein, Mustafa AJ-Rafa‘i and AJ- 
Aqqad were among her guests. Selma says 
credit also should be given to these meet- 
ings for bringing people together and 
patching up several relationships, but 
most of all, May proved that women 
could, and if given the chance would, be- 
come influential members in society. 

Love story 

Selma emphasizes this feature of May* s 
life as well as the personality of this great 
woman and the tragedies of her life. She 
also narrated the story of one of the 
world's strangest love stories — that be- 
tween May and Gibran Khalil Gibran. The 
two met only intellectually through letters 
which flowed continuously for .18 years 
until Gibran's death in 1931. 

The Year 1932 marked Lhe end of 
May s Tuesday meetings as both of her 
parents passed away. 

May was left alone after Gibran and 
her parents passed away. Her relatives 
wanted her money and schemed to have 
her committed to a centre for the mentally 


Patriotism 

Selma’s own social and literary back- 
ground has given her a special interest in 
the story of May Ziyadeh and passionate 
concern to see that the truth about her is 
told. 

Selma was born in Damascus and grew 
up in a family well-known for its patriot- 
ism. Her father, Lutfi AI-Haffar, held 
several senior governmental positions 
during the French occupation and, Selma 
said, her childhood recollection of her fa- 
ther is of his moving between political pri- 
sons and exile to Northern Lebanon. 
When he look the position as Syrian 
prime minister, he kept an open house for 
those dedicated to the independence of 
Syria. 

But there is another side to her father's 
character that Selma remembers the liter- 
ary man who, through his love of knowl- 
edge, encouraged Selma to master not 
only Arabic, but several foreign languages 
as well. He was also the force that 
brought her to enter the world of writing. 
She has now had 14 books published, 
some of them in French. 

Widow 

Selma married at the early age of 17 
Just over a year later, she returned to her 
father's home a widow and mother of a 
baby boy. With her father’s support she 
obtained her bachelors degree through 
correspondence from the Lebanese Jesuit 
University. 

Selma’s first book "The Days of Hala" 
was published in 1950. 

.After five years of widowhood. Selma 
mot and married Nader Al-Kuzbarl, who 
switched from university professor to a 
diplomat at the Syrian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. His lob took the family to the Ar- 
gentine, Chile and Spain. 


Her third book on May is a two-vnimJ 
work and the last three of its 7 ch fl L? 
remain to be written. 'May and i£l ten i 
J M of Ingenuity* depicts the pe rso j£ ! 
° f Ma y « close ly as Selma could 
through the study of her letters nf 2 11 
erial written on May by meraVL^ 

Wh ° *)er well, and interviewTS: 

several of May s surviving relatives. 1 j 

‘‘I became obsessed with May es« 

F' a " y f ? U that h «tory stiUbi 

to be set down in its true form when £ 

is concerned". Selma says. “It is the 3 
torical obligation that set me of f!o search 
for every little clue to the wonderfX? 
man . 

are m any witers who 

historical incidents to the point where 
is twisted," continues Selma 
This is why 1 objected furiously to (hat 
television programme which depicted Mai 
so inaccurately." ’ 

When I began to write, the older people 

Mav ZivH finh ■ . *?? y tln « encouraged and appreciated 

y Ziyadeh intellectual freedom. Now that those in- 

tellectuals who knew the meaning of val- 

that he would have liked - has already to reSlePfh n o °; 0ne ® ,se founi 

r f "oC ished ' with ,he s “°" d *2 
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By Ersilla Moreno 

Special to The Star 

ufflUEUNE NAJIB FAK 
Sky’s goal is to serve her 


Sry through active social 
It As ex- president and 
lost- member of the Inner 
l{el Club (wives of the 
lazy Club members), mem- 
w of the board for Save the 
fcjfao Fund, member of 
it founding committee of 
i Royal Theatre Club, and 
detected president of the 
g# and Garden Club; she 
{ujnd continues to serve 
frboian society above and 
pd her call. 

i'orldng wilh the area of or- 
fjuges was the Inner- Wheel 
itfl main focus while Mrs. 
I'itoory was president. The 
‘r?D patron the Children of 
tops' Orphanage and have 
pAd it with a library and 
wrouud equipment with 
ws that came from the me ni- 
ts themselves. 


1 Amber and Ashes 1 


the talents are lost," she comments. 

Selma does have a dream to pick up 
where May left off in 1 9 3 2 . She says that 
During this time Selma became inter- JL she were to *®ttle down permanently ip 
ested in May Ziyadeh, the woman and the P BI ” asc “ s ' she would hold open house to 
author. Several trips to Egypt and Leba- locate the talented members of the new 
non for research as well as visits to Am- Beneration and give them the encou- 
erica brought about the recovery of a ra Sement others gave her when she wu 
number of May's personal letters. This youn8 ‘ 

vrork led to the publication of ‘May Ziy- ‘‘I wish I could turn time back, escape 
Tima- ar }v- l he Pfonunent People or her tbls reality, and live among the geniuses 
udes ^0 letters between l *ie past,” Selma says nostalgically, 
may and the literary celebrities she knew. “ ut as s ho knows that such a thing is im- 
B ft«f of 36 letters Posable she is resigned to carrying ca 

SSL 1 ? May ^ Gibran, the only ones ™ th her writing and her life in the world 
Selma was able to obtain. of to-day. 


this reality, and live among the geniuses 
of the past,” Selma says nostalgically. 
But as she knows that such a thing Is im- 
possible she is resigned to carrying oa 
wtb her writing and her life in the world 
of to-day. 


Problems of the procrastinators 

By Christine Doyle Utile tolerance for mistakes or even for just a good 

MOST PEOPLE procrastinate. Some shun lob Now the y P»« thin g» off to avoid the painof 
the annual tax return; others deal swiftly poss,b,e ft,i,ure; 

with their business affairs but are infuriat- Ultimately, the chronic procrastinator who . 
ingly lax over personal letters. does not face up the mental anguish of changing 

his habits will find himself in a much worse pos- 
ition, says Dr Harris. But as wilh giving up smoki j 
ing, there is no miracle cure. ‘The procrasilnsw j 



Dinog the 1979 International 
to of the Child, the Club orga- 
uri a one day excursion to 
4ibi for 123 of Jordan's needy 
dkudicapped children. Alia 
-Ik Royal Jordanian Airlines 
taKd the plane for the trip, 
kill other funds were again 
pained from within the club 
MThe club motto during the 
MHO period was "let’s keep 
ta toiling,” 

Kff membership with the Save 
k Children Fund is her newest 
Iw} of activity. The Fund’s 
aaislerest is to help the chil- 
j «iu the rural areas by means 
: attesting the families and 

m iSm sanilal * on progrnm- 
7 *“ 1 n } 0n ®y from fashion 
(which promoted Jorda- 
IHflw flnd designs), and 
»Im«, the Fund has 
■ptod construction of a mini 

Si? n i r »j* n Ma'an, They 
vio build more of those 

SBTS-.'SB 


Most such dilatoriness is not seriously dis- Hion, says Dr Harris. Bui as wilh giving up smok ; 
rupttng Some psychiatrists, however, are now in B» there is no miracle cure. ‘The procrasilnsw 
identifying people whose procrastination is so has to allow his anxiety to surface, and accept |U: ; 
severe and chronic that it threatens their jobs and criticism is possible. 

projects' such as^in^re^s^ blks^lbn'to psychologis[s now hold classcs “f 

meet even short-term deadlfoes, or refuse io con ^ T for chronic de,ayera - Dr Aflron % 
from an Issue central to their nirr^eTheir^e' &<*^^**\ 

lays form a vicious cycle leading to^elf- recriml U r m ™ ,ly 1 ^Pennsylvania, whocoumebr^ 1 
nation and feelings of worthlessness of graduate students and young lawyers, belled -j 

n R . ‘ • many need much more help in managing th* rn * 

the 1 int r Rothblum » psychology professor at selves and (heir work when they leave the WttJ 
tinatfo of Verraont * « studying procras- structured worlds of home and school. .) 


tinatlon “because it’s so prevalent" in today’s so- 
ciety which places nrowino 


ctaty which places growina emnhwk " I Al thc other end of lhe act!on s P flCln,m 
achievement and ambition; “We Teel we must at w ? rkaho,ics who > according to Dr Beck, suWjn-. 

ways be busy or we feel guilty. We finish one task' SC '°^ S]y Bilot themselves P° in,s for ,he 

siire^ 6 * mpell0d t0 S,ar ‘ anolher Without any lei- 7°^ lh ° V d °‘ ■ — 

But, according to Rothbium. there has been LTT) 

virtually no previous research, and procrastina- Qt 

tion is not an orcein! "diagnosis," Hke depression jf^b , 

or alcoholism. P | 

Harrl f’ 8 Washington psychiatrist, MSB 

say^lhat many of those he treats already have O fa-i / 

successful professional careers but constantly BM 

Thetr Z H WhlCh ^ * eValualed Publicly. ) Ffe* 

Their mounting anxiety and phnlc lead them to his ^ l ll 4-^ 1 

*J laced w °n* a n, faced wilh her 

h n L^r ,caI f rojecl * dIverelfiedaad ^ 


Selma longs to return to an Idyllic past 


for % Jrrr, Wife ' V an ambassador’s 

n^'n-ne," Selm a s .r« s ». ™ SSSASSJ-JS "d ^ 

After some time of not. knowing her writing. Her work included 'The Bitter 
whereabouts, close friends began search- Orange’, ‘A Glance frohi Ushbon’. and 
ing for her. Everyone was shocked when Distinguished Women’, tbe autobiogra- 
they found out what had happened and -pByiof 12 ou^ ending historical wotaen, 
they began to protest .vigorously, . i : • : In.the Shades of Ahddlusia’ and three vo- 


. Hn. Fakhoury told The Slar, 
iSJf ■■wtejy for the child 

SmTSP 150 , the man of 

1 tolteve In not only 
aad assisting the 

ch a d 1,111 a!so to 
^ and as Bl g t t he needvand 

krtjJL? ,e *S ou,d not forget 
li^? 0 w11 be lhe future 

ijj i U f d 0 . ra ! si - n8, organ >za- 
^ wTcfn!? min , , 1 StrallVe Skills 

mix*® “ a membe r 

CS?«»ClrtL Under 
& Tout's direc- 

^Cl houry and *he 

are curr ently 
latino n n, Wayi and means 

fc ’^chSi*S/ or and by 


&JB !!! ^ESf 11 a “ b » 

has juBt be® 0 
^ Start 'as^A, tt addltiona I 
rtL pre ^ dent of the 
^Shte ClUb - T beclub 

a ,IOl b a small group of 



Mrs Fakhoury and other members of the inner Wheel Club 
hanging educational posters in the Children of Martyrs' 
Orphanage. 


American women Interested in 
garden care, flower arran- 
gements and recipe exchanges in 
1958 to being officially regis- 
tered with thc Ministry of Social 
Development as a group of 357 
women dedicated to guiding the 
Jordanian woman in facing dif- 
ferent cultural, social and eco- 
nomic trends in life today 
by means of lectures. ‘debates and 
activities. 

The club has had Her Highness 
Princess Wiidan Ali as guest 
speaker on the rights of women 
in Islam, as well as the Canadian 
and Korean ambassadors* 
presentations of their respective 
countries, and a lecture on Isla- 
mic architecture by artist Kasim 
Badran. 

"The Home and Garden Club 
is not a luxury club where ladies 
with nothing to do go to fancy 
hotels to drink coffee and 
gossip," Mrs. '.Fakhoury said. 
(She was rebuffing a nasty re- 
mark made by a journalist of one 
of the Arabic dailies) . And she is 
right. The women are reaching 
out to society and aiding it on 
their own initiative. The club do- 
nated JD 1000 to the Amman 
Municipality to construct a circle 
park In the populated zone of 
Jebel Al-Nuzha and will pay the 
salary for a gardener to upkeep 
it. 

They have also donated JD 300 
to the Ministry of Social Deve- 
lopment to go for scholarships 
for two boys to study in voca- 
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mian carbonado 


they began to protest. vigorously, 

' Legal straggle • • . 


I|f t • , | r - - . — O VT - nwiuvif, 

: In.the Shades of Abdiilusia’ and three ’vo- 
lumes, of: short- stories. • .• .7 


being Indolent, says Dr .Harris, pro- 
Mfoaton:are Oilen perfect jqnists. ‘They Tear 
public exposure ip they do nor produce iheir best 
myth ,hat perfection is 


‘I eoaUa't decide what t® f 0 ^ 1 

toda y, so I di dn't _ 

Most of tis, however, tread the middleB^^! 

between pathological procrastination and 0» j 
workaholicism. We procrastinate “crcatiw v.i 
put Off doing things because we conclude 


Method 


tional schools and more money 
to two scholarships sponsored by 
the YWCA. Their charitable 
work does not end here. They 
also donate funds to nursing 
homes In Jordan and the West 
Bank and give special attention 
to the aged, bringing them 
sweets at feast times and supply- 
ing them with whatever they 
need. Like the Inner-Wheel 
Club, funds are generated from 
within the club itself. 

Born in Jerusalem, Mrs. Fak- 
houry graduated from Rosary 
College in Amman and then went 
on to work because her family 
could not afford to send her to a 
university. She worked with the 
United States Aid for Inter- 
national Development Organiza- 
tion (USAID) Tor 9 years as an 
executive secretary and transl- 
ator. She speaks English and 
French with complete fluency 
and has begun to learn Spanish). 

Charity begins at home 

After her second child she de- 
cided to leave her Job to devote 
herself to her husband and chil- 
dren. "Charity begins at home. 
Any woman who is not success- 
ful with her family can not serve 
society well,” she said. Today 
Mrs. Fakhoury is a proud mother 
of four. She and her husband 
have always tried to set a good 
example for their children teach- 
ing them to love one another and 
their country and to be good lis- 
teners. "Speaking well is a ta- 
lent, listening well is an art." 


' Chefs “7- 
iTv corner • 


relatives took her case to court. Two pro- ''/Amber and [Ashe's* -*■ a title Selma felt 


.. rv .. r _ 4uai . , . .. .po^^ put off doing things because we.concW®*^ 

After her father’s tienth Selma began they expect it of themselve?^i«iSiS? ber5, . and "Honally that other valuessuchasspendlwj? 
Jffk on bis' biography.. The first part of life - Ume' wUh our family, or pursuing a p£?\ 


• Soficn diced onions in oil 

• Add beef and brown ' ! 

• Drain off excess fat 

• Add peeled and quartered tomatoes, stock, salt and pepper 

• Cover and simmer for 20 minutes 
Add peeled .ind sliced pears and apples 

• Cook gem ly for further ! 5 .minutes, covered 1 . • - 

• Stir in raisins ' 





" Waking up 

ONCE I. a longtime resident of Jordan, was asked by u visi- 
tor who had coine here for a short time if I thought thut the 
Arabs were stupid. 1 lold this person that quite the opposite 
was true, ihai from my experience with Joidanians had 
taught me that the great majority of them were quite clever 
and quick-witted 

But this person argued that when a plumber had been 
called to (lie house dial he luit! 1101 done die job dial the 
people or the house had expected 1 if him — the leukv pipe 
still leaked. And Ihen the tiles on Iheir kitchen wall began to 
fall off two or three al a lime. I hey had only been put on the 
kitchen wail several months previously 

Of course, part of this problem stems from the fact that 
many skilled Jordanian craftsmen have gone to the Gulf 
countries to make money while 1 lie v can. I here aren’t 
enough experienced people to lake their place. And the 
problem is to be pcipeluaicd for some lime to come he cause 
anyone with the l i nances to do it wants to send their offspr- 
ing to university to obtain u degree instead ol' training them 
in crafts and technical skills... Iinrdlv the acts of people 
with a dull nicniuliiy ! 

Another aspect of this is that when the workei knows whu 
he is working lor and feels in sympathy with them, then lie 
will do his best on the joh. cut prices or even do the work for 
free, come on his day off if he is called, leaving his family 
and guests to answer lhe request. Bui if lie doesn't fee] this 
sympathy, then he will hardly move front his chair. And if 
he does arrive at the house where the work is to be done, 
then he can lake forever to complete the task at hand, 
spending several days on a job that could conceivably be fin- 
ished in an hour. In (his case, his emotional attitude to- 
wards the others determines what sort oT work lie will pro- 
duce. not whether he can or can’t manage. He can manage 
quite well if he wants to. 

I think that the best way of describing the whole phenom- 
enon was given by a Jordanian shopkeeper when he said. 
‘‘We Arab people are like a man who has been sleeping for 
hundreds of years and is just waking. It is taking time for us 
to regain our full senses and shake off (he drowsiness of all 
that time of unconsciousness.” 

Perhaps this is why at every meeting of an academic na- 
ture or conference there is at least one lecture on what had 
been done in this field in (he past, going back thc Arab's 
golden age — a remembrance of the glories of things past. 
This can be likened to a person, upon waking, who recalls 
what happened yesterday or last night just before the slept 
And maybe this time of sorting out of past events helps the 
person to take direction for the new day. But it is essential 
far the waking person to spend only a limited amount of his 
new day in mulling over history, then he must gel on with 
the task at hand, today, if today is not to be sacrificed to 
yesterday and the future to be subservient to memories of a 
thousand years ago. 

If the Arabs are like a man waking from a long sleep and 
trying to shake ofr the drowsiness, then think of me as a 
little feather that Is tickling his toes. 


Australian trade display 
proves popular with 
Jordanians 


AMMAN (Star) — More than two thousand people 
have so far visited the display of Australian products 
being held In the Amman room at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel. The wide range of Australian food products 
have been of particular interest. On display are bi- 
scuits, cheeses, dried fruits, nuts, confectionary and 
Australian beef and lamb. 

One product which is new to the Middle East is the 
Australian Macadamla nut. This nut has a soft, sweet 
flesh but when It Is on the tree It Is protected- by an 
extremely hard shell which can only be opened by a 
vice. The nuts are sold salted in cans. 

Other products to prove popular with Jordanians are 
security lights which switch on at the sound of a noise, 
car care products, portable air coolers and irrigation 
equipment. Several .exhibitors have finalised agents 
agreements. 

The display is open from 10-12 am and in the even- 
ing from 4 — 8 pm and will continue until today, 31st 
.May.'- 




■1 ' ■: 

, tj i 




1 •!) ; . 

ji-.i-i I 
ii; ' ■:[ 


v ■ 

i 1 • i 1 f 

: ' !■ i- t 


I 1 • : 


if; :• ; 




people 

A week 

• Last week was a time of impor- 
tant and happy events for the 
members of the community of 
St. Ephraims Syrian Orthodox 
Church in Ashrafich. To begin 
the week, Ills Grace Thomas 
Mar Dionysius, Bishop of Anga- 
mali and Trichur Diocese in Ker- 
ala, India arrived for a visit. 
Chjring his stay Indian members 
of the community took him to vi- 
sit most of the Biblical sites in 
Jordan and he also managed to 
visit to Aqaba. His Eminence 
Dionysius Bahanan Jejavl, Bi- 
shop of Amman, who is resident 
in Jerusalem, also visited Am- 
man during the week. 


And to make the week truly 
memorable, at a special Mass on 
Sunday evening. His Grace Dio- 
nysius. assisted by His Emine- 
nce Dionysius Buhunan, or- 
dained Emmanuel Abraham as a 
deacon of the church. 

Alter the service there was u 
special meeting to congratulate 
the new deacon. His Eminence 
Dionysius Bahanan, His Grace 
Thomas Mar Dionysius, Cbrepe. 
Uutrosc, the Reverend Father Ku- 
rlan, Mr C, J. Vargfaese and Mrs 
Elyamma Thomas all extended 
their best wishes to Deacon 
Abraham. At a dinner hosLed by 
the community at the Orthodox 
Club, community president Mr 
George Ephraim welcomed the 
guests who included Indian am- 
bassador to Jordan, Mr Ryare Lai 
Santoshl. 


of happy comings and goinssP®^ an an, kassador looks 

" ^ &SSHS” S^eJJorward to the challenges 

competition which had a sectf 
for black and while picture? 2 
one for colour. ^ 



• Also on Sunday, Mr Michael 
Laager of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation held a gathering at 
his home in honour of Mr. Hub- 
ert Dobers of the foundation who 
js visiting from Germany. Guests 
included German Ambassador 
Mr. Hermann Mnnz and Mrs. 
Manx, Dr. Sari Nasser of Jordan 
University, Mr. Hassan Shawalb 
of Umcef and Dr. and Mrs. Ar- 
mln Kossler of the German Em- 
bassy. 


tv arrival of the Brazilian 
ir In Jordan represents 
S," Mr. Felix Batista 
S, The first Brazilian am- 
Sfio Jordan told The Star 


l*roin left to right: George Ephraim, Father Butrose, His Grace Mn 

Dlonv?«.^ r n^ ar ‘ : LalSantosh1 ' father Kurin 2 HJ a 
Dionysius Bahanan. Centre back is Deacon Emmanuel Abraham. 


• Summer is always the season 
for comings and goings in Jor- 
dan and this summer is no ex- 
ception. On Saturday night sec- 
ond secretary at the German Em- 
bassy Dr Arinin Kossler and his 
wjfe Hildegarde took advantage 
of the fine weather to invite 
what seemed like half of Amman 


to a farewell reception in the 
garden of their home. 

After three years in Amman 
tne dossiers are returing to Bonn 
for some time, but they are ex- 
pecting to be back in the Middle 
East in the future. 


Friends of Archaeology 

TJ e !} rst ,B on 9 June to the Pottery Neolithic site 

of Er- Roman, about 20 mlnntes north of Amman. Dr Znldnin 
Xafaft of Yarmouk University Is director of excavations at the 
site and will the guide for the tonr. 

■* lh * Detriment of Antiquities Registration Centre 
at 8.30 am and expect to be back in Amman by aoon. 

JSrLfESn tr !f Is FrWa ? 22 J «“- Ms. All son McQultty 

to **• Roman and Iron Age sites of 
Ru/mel Malfnf, Khlrbet el Khllda and Khlrbet Saiamch. The 
trlp-begins at the Registration Centre nt 8.30 am. 

Volunteers needed 

If you have some free time during June Dr Kafafl is looklnc 
for volunteers for the dig at Er-Ruman. The site has neve? 
been excavated before and will probably be destroyed soon by 

If yo n u? a nh a olp. r0 Cail ^ &fllfl Bl % 71 11 1 



Dr. Armln Kossler 

Amman’s media people are 
just hoping that Dr. Kossler’ s re- 
placement will be as helpful and 
co-operative as Dr. Kossler has 
been throughout his stay here. 




Films 

The French Embassy in co-operation with the Jordan Cine 
Chib presents ‘French Film Week’ at the Royal Cultural Cfen- 


Mr. Hermann Mnnz and .Mrs. . Judging was to be done by tm if** lh ® f, J st S S 
Manz, Dr. Sari Nasser of Jordan Jor damans and four French i2 w Jordan 1 d ^ St 
University, Mr. Hassan Shawalb 8 ? s but when one of the Jo S ** 1 
of Umcef and Dr. and Mrs. Ar- g ians was unable to au J L li0N hl interview. Mr Ba- 
mln Kossler of the German Em- Pr . ench film director Michel 5 i,Xs been in the Brazi- 
bassy - Sl eU rTf°.if h6re for t6e sto* S diplomatic corps since 

JPJ °/ h,s . Ba ?J ien - Bastienne-t Si i that it is a challenge 

. nc . h Fl | m Festival, sien. Jwties concerned to find a 

ped in and tD °k the job. JJlfllolhe Palestinian prob- 

The final line-up of judeesv* m (he key to the situation in 
Director of Tourism M C kjI kJMUe East and that he ac- 
Harmarneh, Mr. M. BidruL ^Jthis challenge without any 

Sv ».Th. of n s<;ien,ific Ph010 *'' 

Bam^Vh 16 U v lversUy of JordaD - Hr country will give the 
Aih?rj Kha io 0U b ,l l, art ! st Lysine ini a separate diploma- 

French OdSTraPri - ? 18 r ^ ' utus - ins,ead of working 
CukuraiJJlln^hl C S ntr ?‘. Fre “ c * tjiihe Arab League, but my 
tnn H..ir? C vi Hen / K ^ i*Ml is waiting until after 
en?iV«#fl5i er \ Vlennot and. oi filing of the Palestinian 
course Mr. Andr.cu. Council takes place,” 

Prize winner in the colon kbista said. 

wUh 8 °h^p WaS KamaJ . H *^ U Batista continued ‘’my 
2**“ n e "°™.°“ s P” nl of ‘* sdy recognizes Jerusalem J 
M St 8 1 « 1 6 P ? nL He Ire approved by the United 

ihh m ■ mam til , ^™ ner of a rc,Ufn ' ^ added ■ i ch an8 - 

JM p t0 Pans - q the location of embassies to 

Thomas Laurent won iw tedwn goes against the UN 
return- trip tickets to Aqaba with 

Hermann Mnnz j* *** * " d white a hot ofm- & Mnian-Brazilian rola- 

kers at Sahab. , M ^ gaid> . . , have a 

■ Thomas Pierson, John Norman Second prize for colour went to Utodo as my government and 
and Raflq Azzam of Kodak, Near Lyons for his two Bedoidi bkidaniau government agree 
East Ltd. of Dubai were hosts at lifting a deal and second prize b litre has been some delay 
an introductory party in the Jor- ^ or black and white went to Fid tmriiishing an embassy here 
dan Intercontinental Hotel's Haddad for a charming piclwt dil Ii a decision that should 
Mukhtar Hall last Wednesday, of two small children. wktt taken earlier. 

granthm P of °dh^Hh?.»i WaS ] T Asked what was idea behind ^ng of the Brazilian eco- 
Kodak nrodurta iS^Es JJ 8 *? 1 the cora Petition. organiser Huh Wiiluation he said ” Brazil 
the Commcrfore Ph«wn r? r ^ a ?- t0 ert Viennot said they wanted l • ya the only country that has 
Plant Co The Mmr?rf F ?« h IS g pul1 Jordan ' s talented photogra- Jjn, but we decided to treat 
distribution C aereemR f ° r th * phers t0 8 elher and “'see what jj® not by hasty procedures 
signed by Shartef aifd m * people could see. ” JJM phn to be implemented 

. The Fre ^ 'cl* c. , 

nounced the winners. of their luesaa y ^ June. .• "(My year. 

• itowinued, "another el- 
* * • * • • * • • •' in,;, af affected our cco- 

f n,?, ,[ eslric tions imposed 
‘ ! tellonal trade... if 

S 0 ? lradc had teen free 
have been able to ex- 
and that means 
; i& f Sn? raent opportunities 
red uction in 
L H !? ddfl . d * “last year we 

- Kif n : ore,8ft trade surp,us 
; Su tarBet for lhi5 

J . ” MHton surplus. 

tyft 8 Said that Brazil has 
SL S^. PCPfc tem of oil im- 

W^ i pi ? 8 a new ca r op- 
£qL n r ^asohol and now 70 
Er* care in Brazil use it. 


A very special 
Olympics day 


Thursday 3 1 May at 8.00 pm: ‘L» Mori en Direct* 

Saturday 2 June at 9.00 pm: ‘Us Paraplules de Cherbourg- 

Sunday 3 June at 9.00 pm: ‘Ua Etrauge Voyage*' 

Monday 4 June at 9.00 pnu *U Null America! n«* 

presents ‘PflngsUusflug’ a 1978 film 
fry Michael Gunther, starring Elisabeth Bergner and Martin 

Wednesday 6 June at 8.00 pm. 

The American Centre presents ‘The New Indians’ , (59 mins) 
a survey of the American Indians in four widespread regions. 1 ■ 

Mortday 4 June at 4.00 pm and 8.0Q pin. 

Exhibitions 

The French Cultural Centre presents a photographic bkhibi- ! 
(ion ‘Rencontres* 'm i' ,! 

Continues until 5 June. ! 



Participants In Jordan’ s first annnnl Special Olympics 


Taber Al-MasrI 

• On Sunday it was the turn of 
EEC delegate Thomas O’ Soli I van 
and his wife Katherine to host 
another large farewell gathering. 

reception in- 
cluded^ Minister of Foreign Af- 
% Taker AI-Masrl, Minister 
of Finance Hanna Odeh, Dr. Ad- 
nan Badran and Mr. MalU 
Ghanma of Yarmouk University 
and Mr.^ Michael Konkakls of 
the Greek Embassy. , i 


• On 28 May the first annual 
Special Olympics in Jordan were 
held under the patronage of His 
Hlghnem Prince Rn'nd at the 
University of Jordan. This year’s 
event was. organized by the 
Young Women’s Muslim Asso- 
ciation Centre For Special Edu- 
cation with support from the Jor- 
danian Federation for Special 
Olympics. 


events. ^ 

The purpose of Special 
ics is to develop the students « J 


ics is to develop the studontn a y .. . • 

letic abilities, to expM« ^*3; gltaitV 5 r f l £“ ,e 

competition and Jfjhl her wUai 0be 

front of ntharc. and most Ihc /.i~.._ ausba n<l does i 


competition ana penui^- ^ ^ 11 

front of others, and mostlmpj^ J a lbc clom ,? ~ tend 11068 88 
tantly to give them sn opportud|j gteiqjjW 4 tewtm to him 
ity to enjoy themselves- ■ hf s COu ® a f a J 1 wa ys far 

Prince Ra’ad said that j, j5l.itirf.i_. • •' 


thought this year’s 


special 


diversity T* 1 ? programme included an looking forward to the 
th* rjy.’t Kwikakls of W®«* ceremony and 1 8 events Annual Special Oiym(** 

the Greek Embassy. . , ; ; f including the 100 and 200 metre . held next year, when 

. .Luckily for the O’SulIJvanV raa^ ^ of war, running long that all schools , ioyolvea .. 
friends they will not be faraway s J andln « long jump, apd special education win P* 

—Damascus is their nnwontS 400 l “ tr 0 relay.. Allowing. tlM ate. The organisers are 










Marl Jealle Batista de Faria and 
son Felix 


Felix Batista de Faria 


much as it opened its first non- and he made a long trip to 
■stop route to Singapore on Africa, visiting the Sudan, 
Thursday, 24 March. Ethiopia, Yemen, Somalia, Ke- 

On board the TriStar taking the n y fl , Tanzania, Rwanda, Bu- 
number of 183 route was a rund i. Zaire, the Camaroons, 
happy gathering of (he Alia ^”8°* Dahomi, Togo, Ivory 
board of directors accompanied Coast, Ghana, Guinea and Sene- 
by their wives — headed by Alia 8®*- 

Director General All Gfasndour His visits to Africa have left 


r * •— — --- — His visits to Africa bave left 

and his wife, lllsf. Government him with a rich store of amazing 
officials who came along were tales. 

General Director of the Tourism ,, . . 

Ministry, Michael Hamarneh Jt * tl l a ,I? 

and his wife as well as Finance Procession in which all the parti- 

Ministry Undersecretary Dr. Ab- cip f Bts dr6saed ^ 

- M ^ eed “ d his ™ fe - sSff&’-'SSf-jSB 

On arrival in Singapore bfrs tunes because death for them 
Ahmad Obeldst was the first to represented rest and immortal- 
touch Singapore soil and was ity. 

AirTiroci Sfidals Ano.her trite he me. beiieved 

Airlines olfiuais. that when someone died they 

••••*• should put him in a wooden bar- 

• Subbi Zaki Maqqar is not the rel full of water for 2 1 days in- 
sport of person you would expect slead of burying him. After the 
to come across on an average corpse disintegrated the relatives 
day. lie is an Egyptian boy scout would eat it on the grounds that 
leader and photographer who it is taboo to bury the dead, 
hitchhikes uround the world just Among other African tradi- , 
for the love of it and this week it tions lhat he has scen was a re- 
vras Jordan’s turn for a visit mHrkab | e marriage tradition, 
Mr. Maqqar told The Star that where the bridegroom was put in 
(ravelling "Is something that a sack f U n of ants the day before 
runs in my blood, 1 once had to his marr iage. |f he screamed or 
stay in Egypt for two years and I showed any s i gn of weakness, he 
started to have heart troubles . was nol permitted to get mar- 
ried. 

Mr. Maqqar said during his 
travels be has learned to eat any 
kinds of food served to him, in- 
cluding even monkey’s meat. But 
one food he could never eat was 
a special cockroach dish be was 
once served. He did enjoy a very 
tasty bread made from dried ba- 
nana flour that he also tasted in 
Africa. 

And as Mr. Maqqar warmed to 
his subject his tales became more 
extraordinary. He spoke of the 
wonders of a 30 metre long 
snake which could swallow up a 
whole man at once. He said Afri- 
can hunters took advantage of 
this to capture make the snakes 

for their skin. A hunter, he said, 

Mr. Maqqar, 86014 * el8er would pretend to be asleep in the 
and intrepid traveller. woods, so that one of those 

snakes would come and swallow 
Mr Mannar became a boy him. The snake would then go to 

scout in *1953 and in 1 966 he sleep and tlw captrre franter 

?SiS k he °”iaited ri Ub^ P TunS? coroe the owner of an enormous 
Morocco and Algeria. His sec- snake skin. 

“The purpose of my St^ab endure 

which are supenrfsej} ^ndlrions”. So in 1972, 

scouts club in Egypt; hfdlda four month trip with bis 


l^ita’B wife, Mari JeaUe 
ta,kad to The 

» iShe 'Sju 1 '?? of a diplomat's 
m &LS J ometir ne5 ii is 
K5;7 0U may have 

FSa«5 e i,S?i cc . and then y° u " 

Ft; - 3** agaln 10 another." 

K f [fJ he olher hand she said, 
*W Olympics • f< LJJ ^“fthing different 

•J StofSSV 1 we Eve dif- 
,o aH .he winner, of * 

s - ,f U?: 8et Wed to another 



(l, adJplcmaL: with boy scout a around in® 

" •••’■ J- : world”. He Is aiso keen to finish 

fednii — and Sin- his : bo<* 4 ‘Diaries of an Arab 


Mr. Mtaqqnr, sco»t leader 
and intrepid traveller. 

Mr. Maqqar became a boy 
scout in 1953 and jn 1966 he 
embarked on his first trip during 
which he visited Libya, Tunis, 
Morocco and Algeria. His sec- 
ond trip was in 1 968 this time to 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq and 
Kuwait. . ■ 

“The : purpose of my visits, 

which are supervised by the boy 

scouts club in Egypt; he said, 
4 ‘ Is to exchange experiences ^nd 
to establish good relationships 
with boy scout a around tpe 


travelled alone. - "I also had in 
my mind once to prove to people 
that Arab : women can endure 
hard conditions - So in 1972, 
he did a four month trip with his 
wife, who is also a guide leader, 
and his young son, to Lebanon, 
Cyrix Turkey, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, 1 Qatar and the United 
. . nl:..i a . oitiwn thev were 


people 
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“Now calm down there, ma'am . . . Your cat's 
gonna be fine . . . just fine." 


Far 

Kite 
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By GARY LARSON 
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?SSUi»tM where they were | "Well, there is some irony in oil this, you know . . . 
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people 

A week 

• Last week was a time of impor- 
tant and happy events for the 
members of the community of 
St. Ephraims Syrian Orthodox 
Church in Ashrafich. To begin 
the week. His Grace Thomas 
Mar Dionysius, Bishop of Anga- 
inali and Trichur Diocese in Ker- 
ala, India arrived for a visit. 
IXiring his stay Indian members 
of the community took him lo vi- 
sit most of the Biblical sites in 
Jordan and he also managed to 
visit to Aqaba. His Eminence 
Dionysius Baba nan Jejavi, Bi- 
shop of Amman, who is resident 
in Jerusalem, also visited Am- 
man during the week. 


And to make the week truly 
memorable, at a special Mass on 
Sunday evening, His Grace Dio- 
nysius. assisted by His Eminc- 
nee Dionysius Bulmnan. or- 
dained Emmanuel Abraham us a 
deacon of the church. 

After the service there was a 
special meeting to congratulate 
the new deacon. His Emi nonce 
Dionysius Bahanan, His Grace 
Thomas Mar Dionysius, Corepe. 
tfutrose, the Reverend Father Ku- 
rlan, Mr C. J. Vargbese and Mrs 
Elyamma Thomas all extended 
their best wishes to Deacon 
Abraham. At a dinner hosted by 
the community at the Orthodox 
Club, community president Mr 
George Ephraim welcomed the 
guests who included Indian am- 
bassador to Jordan, Mr pyare Lai 
Santoshl. 


of happy comings and goi^pzilian ambassador looks 

SiSraS Sff^4i#rward to the challenges 



from left to right: George Ephraim, Father Butrose, His Grace Dio- 
nyslus, Mr tare Lai Santoshl. Father Knrian and HJs Eminence 
Dionysius Bahanan. Centre back Is Deacon Emmanuel Abraham 


• Summer is always the season 
for comings and goings in Jor- 
dan and this spramer is no ex- 
ception. On Saturday night sec- 
ond secretary at the German Em- 
bassy Dr Arinin Kossler and his 
wife HI Ide garde took advantage 
of the fine weather to invite 
what seemed like half of Amman 


Friends of Archaeology 

The Friends of Archaeology have a quiet programme for the 
month of Ramadan but you do have the ebaace for two short 
trips. 

The first Is on Saturday 9 June to the Pottery Neolithic site 
of Er-Ruman, about 20 minutes north of Amman. Dr Zaldaln - 
Kafafi of Yannonk University is director of excavations at the 
site and will the guide for the tonr. 

the of Antiquities Registration Cfentre 

at 8:30 am and expect to be back In Amman by noon. 

The second trip Is on Friday 22 June. Ms- Alison McQuItty 
wlU be lead ng the group to the Roman nnd Iron Age sites of 
Rqjm el Malfuf, Khlrbet el Khllda and Khlrbet Salameh. The 
trip begins at the Registration Centre nt 8.30 am, 

Volunteers needed 

Iff you have some free time during June Dr Kafafi Is looking 
for volunteers for the dig at Er-Ruman. The site has never 
been excavated before and will probably be destroyed soon by 
If yoa'cMhelp r °*^' ^ Kafafi at Yarmonk, Tel 71 III 


' CAUvNDAR : 


Films 

The French Embassy in co-operation with the Jordan Cine 
pub presents 1 French Film Week* at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
Ue 

Thursday 31 May at 8.00 pm: ‘La Mort an Direct* 

Saturday 2 June at 9.00 pm: ‘Lea Paraplules de Cherbourg’ 

Sunday 3 June at 9.00 pm: ‘Ua Etrange Voyage*' 

Monday 4 June at 9.00 pm: ‘La Nuit Amerlcaine* 

pe Goethe Institute presents ‘Pflngstausnug’ a 1978 film 
by Michael Gunther, starring Elisabeth Bergner and Martin 
Held • 

Wednesday 6 June at 8.00 pm. 

The American Centre presents 'The New Indians* , (59 mins) 
a surveyor the American Indians in four widespread regions, 

Monday 4 June at 4.00 pm and 8.00 pm. 

Exhibitions 

The French Cultural Centre presents a photographic exhibi- 
tion ‘Rea Centres’ -- — : 

Continues until 5 June. 





Dr. Arinin Kossler 

Amman's media people are 
just hoping that Dr. Kessler's re- 
placement will be as helpful and 
co-operative as Dr. Kossler has 
been throughout his stay here 


■*-r i 



T^her Al-Masri 

a On Sunday it was the turn of 
EEC delegate Theans O* Sullivan 
and his wife Katherine to host 
another large farewell gathering. 

Quests at the reception in- 
cluded Minister of Foreign Af- 
faira Taker Al-Masri, Minister 
of Finance Hanna Odeh, Dir. Ad- 
aan Badraa and Mw. Majid 
Ghanma of Yarmouk University 
“ d M*. Mldhael Kqakakls of 
. the Greek. Embassy. 

' Luckily for the b’SuUivan’s 
friends they will not: be far away 

— Damascus is their new posting 

— and they, are promising to be 
regular visitors to Amman * • 


o Also on Sunday, Mr Michael photographic cnm™.-,- 
Laager of the Konrad Adenauer week. A total oM^! tl0n U 
Foundation held a gathering at mitted 12'’ DhntnQ^ en |. ran,ll ’ l 
his home in honour of Mr. Hob- competition 3S3H5 1 for 11 
ert Dobers of the foundation who for black and a ieclfl 

« vi»iling from Germany. Guests o ne for colSm ' P ' CI “ rB « 
included German Ambassador 

Mr. Hermann Mnnz and Mrs. . Judging was to be done for* 
Mnnz, Ik. Sari Nasser of Jordan J° rcl f mans and four French in 
University, Mr. Hassan Sfaawalb . g ? s but when one of tbe J ( 
of Unicef and Dr. and Mrs. Ar- 5 ,ans was unable to at 
ndn Kossler of the German Em- French film director Michel 
bassy. drieu who is here for the s 


i-ita arrival of the Brazilian 
Liudor in Jordan represents 
[Soe,’’ Mr. Felix Batista 
S the Tlrst Brazilian am- 
ffif t o Jordan told The Star 


uuc oi me Jori I#"* 4 - 

Frp nr h rf J naWe to *3 imperial interview, Mr Ba- 


diplomatic corps since 
: sajd that it is a challenge 
joarties concerned to find a 


Km to the Palestinian prob- 
the key to the situation in 
■ijjiMle East and that he ac- 

s.i ■ ,«m 4 1 « An! Q rln 


to a farewell reception in the 
garden of their home. 

After three years in Amman 
the Kosslers are returing to Bonn 
for some time, but they are ex- 
pecting to be back in the Middle 
East in the future. 


Hermann Munz 

• Thomas Pierson, John Norman 
and Rafiq Azzam of Kodak, Near 
East Ltd. of Dubai were hosts at 
an introductory party in the Jor- 
dan Intercontinental Hotel’s 
Mukhtar Hall last Wednesday. 
The happy occasion was their 
granting of distribution rights 
for Kodak products in Jordan to 
the Commodore Photo Finishing 
Plant Co. The contract for the 
distribution agreement was 
s »Bned by Shareef and Maaz 
Al-Kudra of the Commodore 
Company. 

• The French Cultural Centre 
and the Ministry of Tourism an- 
nounced the winners „of their 


drieu who is here rorThe 
ngof his'Bartien, BastieJ 
the French Film Festival 
ped in and took the job. ’ 

The Final line-up of judses 
Director of Tourism East and that he ac- 

Harmarneta, Mr. M. BrtuM* this challenge without any 
CMrector of Scientific PhotopJfetitiM 

«LL a Vhlf,y l iversil y °L Hj country will give the 
“ “V"* art ! st Wee wiiians a separate diploma- 
Bourdals of it» IiUluSi instead of working 

Rjjjjfj , C S , !i ur ? 1 < i ntre ' mi] Ibe Arab League, but my 
Cultural Attache Henri Iz Bit- prnment is waiting until after 

and ' ^ k seeling of the Palestinian 
course Mr. Andrieu. ^ooal Council takes place,” 

Prize winner in the colon ikiisla said. 

fJStH 8 ?• WaS Kamal ■ ft Batista continued ' ‘ my 
kUfi- 11 * enor ™™ P' im °f, lw may recognizes Jerusalem as 
beetles on a thistle plant. He ii j, u approved by the United 
now the lucky owner of a return- i^ DS| an{ i he added "chang- 
trip ticket to Pans. iq the location of embassies to 

Thomas Laurent won m te&ra goes against the UN 
return- trip tickets to Aqaba will tain " 
his black and white shot of aw- Oa Jordanian- Brazilian rela- 
kers at Sahab. as Mr Batista said, ‘ ‘ l have a 

Second prize for colour modi b to do as my government and 
Bill Lyons for his two Bedouis ^ Jordanian government agree 
settling a deal and second priti hi there has been some delay 
for black and white went loftfl ■ uliHishing an embassy here 
Haddad for a charming picture ^ it is a decision that should 
of two small children. toe been taken earlier. 

Asked what was idea behind Speaking of the Brazilian eco- 
the competition, organiser Hub- situation he said "Brazil 
ert Viennot said they wanted u awt the only country that has 
pull Jordan's talented photogn- but we decided to treat 
phers together and "see what- “Wm not by hasty procedures 
people could see.” plan to be implemented 

; so that we find a solu- 
, , .. tawlbaut aggravating the so- 

And if you want to see m od«Mion there.” He said 
they saw, the entries in the coffi- fan] has continued with the 
petition will be on display aitta: investments to pro- 


French Cultural 
Tuesday 5 June. 


A very special 
Olympics day 


tty 


\ « Me and a half million new 
fffieveiy year. 

^continued, "another el- 
i ^ affected our eco- 
n? rea Ifictions imposed 
? uuernational trade. ... ir 
trade had been free 
wild have been able to cx- 
, m much more, and that means 
^ employment opportunities 
« country, a reduction in 
Je added, “last year we 
n STwiif ^ orei kn trade surplus 
target for this 
I billion surplus. 



ifadlh sai ? that Brazii has 
P roblem oil im- 

hthiB jSf ve oping a new car op- 
8850,101 and now 70 
: u 7“ of ca « in Brazil use it. 

AS,f ar . ,a > tailed to The 


Participants I* Jordan* s first annual Special Olympics 


flflffiSr a° m6 times it is 

fcjjJgWll. Yot may have 

w!(o start e p ^ ce and then you" 
fPftart again in another.” 

X itand she said. 
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Marl Jealle Batista de Faria and 
son Felix 

much as it opened its first non- 
-slop route to Singapore on 
Thursday, 24 March. 

On board the TriSlar taking the 
number or 183 route was a 
happy gathering of the Alia 
board of directors accompanied 
by their wives — headed by Alia 
Director General All Ghandonr 
and his wife, Ittaf. Government 
officials who came along were 
General Director of the Tourism 
Ministry, Michael Hanarneh 
and his wife as well as Finance 
Ministry Undersecretary Dr. Ab- 
.dat Majccd Qassam and his wife. 

On arrival in Singapore Mrs 
Ahmad Obefdat was the first to 
touch Singapore soil and was 
greeted by Alia and Singapore 
Airlines officials. 

• Subhl Zakl Maqqir is not the 
sport or person you would expect 
to come across on an average 
day. He is an Egyptian boy scout 
leader and photographer who 
hitchhikes around the world just 
for the love of it and this week it 
was Jordan's turn for a visit. 
Mr. Maqqar told The Star that 
travelling 1 ' Is something that 
runs in my blood, I once had to 
slay in Egypt for two years and I 
started to have heart troubles”. 


• On. 28 May the first annual 
Special Olympics in Jordan were 
held under the patronage of His 
UiKkneia Prince Ra*ad at the 
University of Jordan. This year' s 
event Was organized by the 
Young Women's Mus lim Asso- 
ciation Gsntre For Special Edu- 
cation with support from the Jor- 
danian Federation for Special 
Olympics. 

The. programme included ,an 
opening txremony and 18 events 
including the 1 00 and 200 metre 
dash,; .tug of war, running long 
Jdinp, : standing long jump, and 
400. metre relay, Following the 
event there was an awards ccr* 
emony in which His Highness 
Prince fla'ad presented medall- 
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ions' to all the winners of this UrB^nd^ 



events. 
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Felix Batista de Faria 

and he made a long trip to 
Africa, visiting the Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Yemen, Somalia, Ke- 
nya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Bu- 
rundi, Zaire, the Camaroons, 
the Congo, Dahomi, Togo, Ivory 
Coast, Ghana, Guinea and Sene- 
gal. 

His visits to Africa have left 
him wiLh a rich store of amazing 
tales. 

He remembers a funeral 
procession in which all the parti- 
cipants were dressed in white 
and carried a white coffin. They 
played drums, and sang joyful 
tunes because death for them 
represented rest and immortal- 
ity. 

Another tribe he met believed 
that when someone died they 
should put him in a wooden bar- 
rel full of water for 2 1 days in- 
stead of burying him. After the 
corpse disintegrated the relatives 
would eat it on the grounds that 
it is taboo to bury the dead. 

Among other African tradi-, 
tions that he has seen was a re- 
markable marriage tradition, 
where the bridegroom was put in 
a sack full of ants the day before 
his marriage. If he screamed or 
showed any sign of weakness, he 
was not permitted lo get mar- 
ried. 

Mr. Maqqar said during his 
travels he has learned to eat any . 
kinds of food served to him, in- ! 
eluding even monkey' s meat. But 
one food he could never eat was 
a special cockroach dish he was 
once served. He did enjoy a very 
tasty bread made from dried ba- 
nana flour that he also lasted in 
Africa. 

And as Mr. Maqqar warmed to 
his subject his tales became more 
extraordinary. He spoke of the 
wonders of a 30 metre long 
snake which could swaUowupa 
whole man at once. He said Afri- 
can hunters took advantage^ 
this to capture make the, snakes 
for their skin. A hunter, he said, 
would pretend to be asleep in the 
woods, so that one of those 
snakes would come and swallow 

him The snake would then go to 

sleep and the captive hunter 
would rip It open, escape and be- 
come the owner of an enormous 
snake skin. 


Maqqar 
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"Now calm down there, ma'am . . . Your cat's 
gonna be fine . . . just fine." 


Far 

Side 


By GARY LARSON 
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held next yean wn tjj wjU . a diplomat- with boy scouts around the » Turkey/ Iraq, Kuwhit,- 
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''Well, there is some irpny In ail this, you (enow . . . 
I mean we BOTH lose a fens at the tame time?!!" 
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The preacher and the stranger 



Once upon a time there lived* 
a preacher who was sur-, 
rounded by many followers. 
He preached constantly so 
that he might increase his 
followers. 

One day a strange man’ 
came up to the preacher and 
asked if he could join him and. 
be one of his foiiowers. “I’d 
be glad to be one of your foll- 
owers. But I don't want to 
perform any of the required 
religious duties/* said the 
stranger. 

The preacher and his men 
were truly astonished as they 
didn't expect such a thing 
from the stranger. 

A few moments later, the 
preacher asked the man to sit 


and said: “If you really want 
to be a member, it would be 
everybody’s pleasure to wen- 
come you in amongst the foll- 
owers; and if you do not wish 
to perform your duties, it's 
fine with us. But I have one 
condition.’/ The man :• “I 
am 1 listening., what is your 
condition/* asked solemnly. 

The preacher went on say- 
ing: “I accept your being 
with us, and now you are a 
member. But when you see 
people praying or performing 
any religious duty, you must 
fee l t great shame in yours- 
elf.’’ The new member nod- 
ded his head in agreement. 

The meeting with the stran- 
ger was almost over when the 
call for the afternoon prayer 
was heard. The preacher and 
his followers went to wash 


themselves in preparation for 
prayer. The new member was 
left alone. All of a sudden, he ! 
really began to feel deep 
shame. Swiftly, the man 
went to wash. He followed 
the rest of the men to the 
mosque but could not get 
himself to join the crowd in 
prayer, although his emo- 
tions motivated him to do so. 
The man was once again 
alone. 

Finally, affected by his 
shame, he Joined them in 
prayer, 

From that moment on- 
wards, the new member be- 
came the most active member 
among the followers. He be- 
came the first to act accord- 
ing to the orders of God and 
he never felt shame again. 


^ WiMl mi I it’s a record 
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The Tom-Cat 
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At midnight in the alley 
A Tom-cat comes to wail, 

And he chants the hate of a million years 
As he swings his snaky tail. 

Malevolent, bony, brindled. 

Tiger and devil and. bard. 

His eyes are coals from the middle of Hell 
And his heart is black and hard. 

He twists and crouches and capers 
And bares his curved sharp claws, 

And he sings to the stars of the jungle nights, 

Ere cities were, or laws. 

Beast from a world primeval, 

He and his leaping clan, 

When the blotched red moon leers over the roof$, 
Give voice to their scorn of man. 

He will lie on a rug tomorrow . y ; 

And lick his silky fur,' : : : 

And veil the brute in his yellow eyes / : ! 

And play he*s tame, and purr. . .!// . ; 
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Wild ‘ Man’ of Borneo 

Why is this orangutan from Borneo not as good a fa- 
ther as one from Sumatra? 

According to British Zoologist John MacKinnon, in 
adult male orangutan from Sumatra stays close to his 
mate and off- spring, while the males of Borneo roam 
more freely and do not seem to be part of a dose 
family unit. The orangs of Borneo and Sumatra belong 
to the same species. What, then, could accouot for (he 
differences In their behaviour? 

The two Indoneslau islands of Borneo and Sumatra 
are the only places orangutans, which are among the 
most Intelligent of all laud animals, live today. The 
Malay words orang hutan mean 44 man of the forest"; 
the creatures were once thought to be strange- looking 
wild people rather than animals. 

Native legend has It that they are able to speak and 
could talk If they wanted to, but they are afraid that 
someone would just put them to work If they did. 



TAURUS -April 
lid lo May 20th 



A new and rather romantic friendship could be occupy- 
ing most of your coming week, mid vou should be feeling I 
extremely happy about it. with very little lime to worry f 
about other things. Independent as you are. it might be § 
as well for you to remember that you cannot do every- I 
thing on your own. so you would be well ud vised to ask jj 
help of other people who you should find very willing, S 
Financially, this appears to be a good week. | 


I his is a week lo keep your eyes open, so that you do 
not miss any chances, and opportunity should present it- 
self lo you in quite a big way. I here appears lo lie quite a 
lot of juggling for good positions around you in your 
working lile. and you yourself have nothing lo worry 
about, for you are at the moment in a very lucky period. ' 
Cash appears to be on the upward trend just now. and so 
you should be able lo start lo save a little. 


By taking the advice of a partner who appears to have 
the Midas touch, during this coining week, you could 
find that a chance you take on something that is not all 
that certain should turn out to be more than successful. 
Where home life is concerned, a relative of yours will 
show their appreciation in no uncertain manner when 
you do them a favour. Your financial position Qppears to 
take n turn very much for (he better now. 


You could be rather uncertain, in the romantic field, 
which of two members of the opposite sex to select. You 
would be very well advised to ask (he advice of an older 
person u round you. You could gain u great deal of happi- 
ness during this coming week, owing to the attentiveness 
and thought fulness shown towards you by a partner, if 
you are married. I'his is not a week lo get all hel up. 
should you be told some gossip about a close friend. 


In order for an engagement or marriage to run happily 
and smoothly during this coming week, one must show 
trust, so do try to curb your jealousy a little more. You 
may find yourself in two minds whether to make a 
change where your job of work is concerned during this 
coming week, bill all the indications- nre that you should 
stay pul lor the moment. Where financial matters are 
concerned, the indications are that you are in for a plea- 
sant surprise. 


This is a week during which you will find quite a lot of 
people around you will he wanting and willing to co- 
•operale with you. so do not be too independent lo accept 
offers of help that cornu your way. You could be sorely 
templed lo overspend where cash is concerned during 
this coming week, due lo the fact thut you have a very 
happy week, and should find y nurse I r in some extremely 
gay company. 


Birthday Greetings to You. Your personal life should run on 
a Vff y smooth and interesting lines from the beginning of Au 
i Jp- A new friendship will blossom into marriage for the 
1 eligible ones amongst you. 

' *A 8rcal deul ex,ra may be deniundcd of you by your family 
n T m8 lhc coming two months, but do not refuse to follow the 
i < vice of an older person in this matter. Be careful in your 
onyersation with a neighbour who is inclined lo gossip, as a 
"BN remark on your part could easily be misunderstood and 
| Ka<1 to complications. 

Jf. raon ©y matters have been causing you concern just 

iim you can put aw °y those fears f° r lhcrc shou,d bc . an 
unii X *« cted °N© r help from someone close to you. which 
m your anxieties. 


Birthday Greetings to You. For those who arc still single. 
ot nw Q ® e P° ss 'bililics arc very strong. There could be some 
I vnS? ems ccntred around the older folk which might add to 
rnL rcspon . sibi,ilies - The coming year should bring you 
vnii? « Defis Wllb an unexpected piece of good fortune coming 
w way very soon. 

ciikv ' i.*?" caree '- wise, there should be very little or no diffi- 
iiece«o,: , your heal,h should be good, although it may be 
when .. 0 w °i c h your nerves during October and November 

'. T" you may be a little on edge. 

txocdL Wi,l , be much importance attached to a journey you 
this anc * although you make many preparations for 

#telrieiJ ne ^ m * nulc it will have Lo be put off. but some 
rations rfl’ you ^ have to make hurried last minute prepa- 
he| D fnl}? r an unexpected trip, which in turn will be most 
i or the future. 


monev ® y .? reclin8 s to You. You should not be worried if 
wtek/ ^ tar s.seem a little depressing for the next few 
l*tfve‘ ,f e ** every indication that a very prosperous 
you deJ2? n * bs l ie ahead of you. Patience will reap the reward 
i ^ $rve and your hard work will not have to be in vain. 

i- sever&lnil? ? ap Py time lies ahead socially, and you will make 
single 1 fiends during the year. For those of you who are 

j- |h ^cem^? C ^Kod C ° me im ° y ° Ur Nfe 8 b ' B ^ ar ° Und 

l :; d ^p*i? 8 ^ i| menls which may. have caused a little concern 
: , y°pr he] J fk PaSt year should be behind you. ahd you will find 
much improved.' 

or September, family affairs 
mt ^ re smoothly, but do Viol allow yourself to w 


CANCTt — Jane 


HR® — July 
22htl t° -August 21st 


VBBGO — August 
22*1 to September Hist 



LIBRA — September 
22ndi to ’October 22nd 



SCORPIO — Ootober 
23rd to November 21st 




There could be talk of u change of residence which 
could be very fori u mile, plus the fact lluu the generosity 
of a very close lriend shun Id more than delight you. You 
can afford In take just a Tew more chances during this 
coming week, for it very dearly looks as i hough money 
affairs should be taking a turn very much lor iho hetici 
for you. Someone who thinks (he world nf you could give 
yuu a gift which will remind you nf some happy past 
memories. 


You may find yourself having to be a little firm with an 
older person wlm will show a little selfishness regarding 
your having formed a new friendship with someone of 
the opposite sex. You could meet with favourable condi- 
tions m most directions during this coining week, pins 
the fncl that you will be able lo show someone in author- 
ity that you are extremely capable. Family affairs should 
run fairly s monthly. 


During the first part of your week, there could be just a 
little tension in the emotional Held, but alter mid-week, 
not only should you receive some good news, but affairs 
move into n much smoother channel for you. There could 
be a celebration, not only of a birthday, but also a promo- 
tion husi ness- wise towards the end of (he week, and you 
will find Hull in consequence, people closely connected 
with you will be in a very liglu-hcartcd mood. 


Your health is much better, and consequently, your 
ideas will be brighter and more promising. Work on 
these, lor there is little doubt that success is almost 
knocking at your door. News that you can expect lo have 
a visitor who coincs quite a distance, could make the last 
few days or this coming week happy and busy ones that 
you will remember for quite a long time In your personal 
life, a romantic association should take a turn for (lie 
better. 


Someone in an executive position at your job of work 
will either leave or be changed, and this should do a lot 
towards making your normAl daytime routine happier and 
brighter. A loved one could be faced with a slight diffi- 
culty. and you should be able to help them out by showing 
(hem a subtle way of solving this, and (hey in turn will 
show you not only how very highly they think of you. but 
also the amount of respect they hold. 


GEMINI — Magi 
2 I«I» Jar 2Mb 


SAGITTARIUS — Owing lo the fact that you should be able to get a 
November domestic problem out of the way during this coming 

■»<» j. n. in,L week, you should find that you have more chance lo get 

ZZnd’fo December zuin oul an( j about, an d enjoy yourself with pence of mind. ' 
iglT'^TTTTn— i Any small obstacles which you may have been meeting 
A\£ wvW f wilh in a romantic affair of laic, should now be things of 
the past, and you should be happier in consequence, and 
y/ be able to go ahead in a much more ambitious manner. 

Birthday Greetings to you. An older friend who is close to 
you may take up a good deal or your time during the next four 
months, and they could help you considerably with a new idea 
which you are planning. Try lo make certain that you show 
(hem your appreciation. 



Your personal liTe will be extremely happy throughout the 
coming year. During the next few weeks, you may be just a 
little anxious about some family problems, but as long ns you 
are prepared lo try and sort things out and have a go. you 
should find that very soon, family affairs will be running 
smoothly again. 

From the beginning of September, you may find that a lot 
of your time could be taken up with the planning or a new 
venture and given lime, this should prove to be very success 
ful indeed, and could also help to improve your financial pns 
ilion in an unexpected manner 


Birthday Greetings lo You. There is just the chance that 
you could be offered an opportunity lo make a journey of 
some distance, and this should be very beneficial to you in 
several ways. 

a For the young people, romance should be in the air, parli- 
® cularly in November, and there could be wedding bells Tor the . 
^ eligible ones by your next anniversary. 

[►, Try not lo be suspicious or a very close person, for if you 
5 are, this could hurt them very much, and in any case, your 
^ reasons for this could be quite unfounded. 

S, Your health appears lo be much better now than for some 
time past, providing you don’t overtire yourself. 

An unexpected visit from an old friend with in the next few 
weeks, could benefit you financially in a most unusual man- 
ner. 


Birthday Greetings to You. Financially, this is going to be 
quite a good year, and you should feel much more secure than 
you have been. You may receive an offer lo go into some new 
venture with close friends. Take plenty of time over coming 
to a decision, as you will have a good deal on your hands this 
year, and it would be unwise to over Li re yourself. 

There may be an opportunity for you to travel within the 
next few months, and you would be foolish lo turn it down, 
for many pleasant associations could arise from this journey 
and a secret ambilion could be fulfilled. 

• • : Your career will lake an unexpected (urn this coming year. . 

and someone in a very responsible position will. reward you 
for all your efforts. 

Friends will play a prominent part in your lire and romanti- 
;.odl!y this will be an exciting year for the young and eligible 
ones. ;• • 1 
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Sunday 3 June 


Birthday Greetings lo You. 
Family matters may give rea- 
son for a little concern during- 
October and November, but 
your natural talent for hand- 
ling a delicate situation will 
see you through and your dif- 
ficulties will soon be over. 

For the younger ones, ro- 
mance of a lasting nature is 
indicated, and this should be 
a very happy union. The re- 
appearance of a friend not 
seen for a long time, should 
bring with it much happiness, 
and social pleasure. , 

A surprise communication 
in a letter is likely to alter 
your life considerably during 
the coming twelve months. 
You will receive it about two 
months from now, and it will 
cause you much surprise. As 1 
a result of this new incident 
j n your life, you will meet 
new people, and one or these 
will mean a great deal to you 
in later years. • 

You may find that- it will be 
necessary far you to be tactful 
in t he gentlest way possible, 
with a person who has come 
to rely, on yOu more than is 
good for them., \ ' 
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1 PEAR PR.5N00PV, I HAVE A PROBLEM 
WITH MY BARKING POG ..EVERY TIME THE 
MAILMAN COMES BY, MY P06 BARKS 
UP A STORM" 


PEAR PET OWNER, IF YOUR POG KEEPS 
BARKIN6 UP ALL THOSE STORMS HOW 
CAN YOU 5TANP LIVING WHERE IT 
RAINS 50 MUCH? „ 
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entertainment 

~ ! 2 TI Costa- Gavras’ ‘Hanna K’ 
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cinema T SsSsEga 
corner IjjjJBjl 

A film charged 
with emotions 

THE FRENCH Film Week at the 
Cine Club opened to a full house 
last Sunday with Costa-Gavras' 
great film “Hanna K". A most 
controversial film by a very cou- 
rageous director who has made it 
his task to probe into political 
problems that have moral 
aspects, always fighting injustice 
and upholding the rights of those 
who have been wronged. 

Costa Gavras' world wide fame 
started with his film “Z" (made 
in 1968) about the assassination 
of a Greek liberal. In 1969, he 
filmed “The Confession" about 
left-wing totalitarianism in Cze- 
choslovakia. He continued in his 
line of political drama with “A 
State of Siege" (produced in 
1972) about South American ur- 
ban guerrillas and in 1980 he 
made “Missing" also set in La- 
tin America. In his latest film, 
Gavras came to the Middle East 
to give a glimpse of the Palestin- 
ian- Zionist conflict in "Hanna 
K". 


The films of Costa Gavras arc 
distinguished by their most 
touching human depth. He sways 
his audience's emotions by 
presenting his subject through 
deeply felt sympathy mul under- 
standing. in his films, political 
and social problems are given a 
human dimension and are thus 
able to affect both the intellect 
and the emotions of viewers. 

In “Hanna K" Costa-Gavras 
goes directly to the heart of the 
conflict to present rationally and 
objectively the Palestinian prob- 
lem. It is conveyed through a 
gripping human drama. At the 
centre of this drama is Hanna 
Kaufman, competently played by 
Jill Claybourgh in the leading 
and central role of the film. 

Basically, the film is the story 
of Hanna herself. An American- 
born Jew married to a Eu- 
ropean, Victor Bonnet, but sepa- 
rated from him. Hanna chooses 
to come and live in Jerusalem 
which holds a special fascination 
for her by its “total serenity" as 
she expresses it. In Jerusalem 
Hanna completes her law studies 
and practices law. Her first case 
as a lawyer is to defend a young 
Palestinian, .Selim Bakri, ac- 
cused of crossing the border into 
Israel illegally. 

Through her defence of Selim 
(who is trying to gain legal poss- 
ession (o the house in which he 
had been brought up as a boy). 


Hanna becomes deeply aware of 
the Palestinian problem. But 
Hanna is at the same time in- 
volved with the Israeli Prosecu- 
tor, Joshua Herzog, who had 
once been her lover and by whom 
she is pregnant. 

Herzog is trying to convict Se- 
lim for terrorism, and Hanna 
makes it her job to defend him 
fervently as she feels a special 
bond between them, to the ex- 
tent of refusing to return to her 
husband. Bonnet, and of even- 
tually giving her son to his fa- 
ther, Herzog. 

Entangled in a web of emo- 
tions, Hanna is lost between 
conflicting loyalties, sympathies 
and identities: Kaufman, Bon- 
net. Herzog and Bakri. Hanna is 
desperately fighting for her emo- 
tional independence, searching 
for her identity and ultimately 
seeking justice. 

This predicament is not only 
Hanna's, it in fact applies to 
most characters in the film 
though in different measures. 
Most characteristic, of course, is 
Selim himself who “isn’t a ci- 
tizen of any country" as Hanna 
vehemently expresses in her 
defence of him echoing her own 
slate. 

it is this very subtle interweav- 
ing between (he public and the 
private lives of the characters 
that gives the film its great 
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Hanna following Selim through 

Jerusalem 

depths and helps it work on dif- 
ferent levels. It is in fact the ess- 
ence of the director's genius in 
presenting his viewpoints with- 
out being obtrusively didactic. 
The sympathy of the audience is 
most cleverly manipulated 
through their identification with 
heartrending dilemmas and the 
human suffering they entail. 

Although the atmosphere of 
the film is highly charged with 
emotions and electrified by feel- 
ings of hostility and antagonism 
on both the private and public 
levels, it still remains the least 
violent of Cosla Gavras' films. 

In fact it reaches poetic 
heights especially where photo- 
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the streets of the old city of 

graphy is concerned. Views of 
Jerusalem whether the panora- 
mic shots where the Dome of the 
Rock dominates the scenes 
majestically or the narrower de- 
tails within the walls of the old 
city and through its cobbled 
lanes. 


The use of music, especially 
the soft and sad tunes played on 
the flute and the holiness of the 
sound of the call for prayer re- 
sounding from minarets in the 
quiet of dawn, all heighten the 
effect of a film that is undoubt- 
edly a work of art. 

Reem A.H. Yisli 
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CRYPTIC puzzle 

ACROSS 

,Fusea 00 W how onc won 
cut and all Blinlwn (8) 

JsJ lime? All Hour and three 

U W the salesman with a look 
..Il'ttie dancing, competition. 

tizttSS - - a 

l7 ffid n i' bavins been n-prl- 

.^inpMnt about the 

gSshSt and hit. allow for It 

h t the violin, as a Irout H) 
0 Sg drunkenly about one 
lo the* etoro department <B) 

II to Italy, dear, the note will 

,,K r out the silver lining' 

' Si they're ne ver 

jiSdjt out lu court: Its an 

.trait & i»»r 

il Kurt about the change of 
order you decide on before- 

11 Add^tlie* rumur-benn shut In 
H mm have ilglit <*T i 
11 CoHUled with a second vehicle 
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North 
10 B 8 
A 8 4 
A K 10 3 
A 7 3 

East 

f 7 2 
K Q7 3 
0 2 

*064 2 
South 


Weil 

♦AKQ63 
? '10 68 
086 6 
i 108 


V J B 
0QJ 74 
* K Q J K 

walcr East. Game all. 

You may think il rather 
« r *Dge that when this deal was 
in Bermuda Bowl and 
, “t Venice Cup (where the hands 
c sam e) the contract at 
2, {Me* out or ten was 3 NT — 
™ inis contract was made every 
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mrn^rnm 


„ Word Game 

J 0 n } a "L' VOrds of four lei- 

SiiX r f can y° u make 

,n mafcinA a l ers : shown here? 
be hS^i Word - each letter 
C * use<] once onlv. 


40 'Wie gnnncm, '"JO” nhed, per- 
]mi>u (4) 

41 Where gamble™ might expect 
to Itmt Llio racing re-sutisv 
(4. 4) 

42 I don-t know whnt »<ong f got 
them to perform ID) 

DOWN 

1 fc.BL.on below for the coufrou- 
tailou (4-1) 

2 Ahtn Is wrong, for Instance, 
lo stand In for her (0i 

3 Take real trouble to carry out 

4 it Is, witli a rough sl-b, fun 
but risky ( a> 

6 It h Inspired and lively (B) 

0 in no doubt ne to how n con- 
somme should look (5. 6 1 

7 Hand over fUty-rour animals 
caught (7 1 

3 lt'fi posslblv n black mark to 
get drunk (d) 

11 wlt'h ft lining of papers, you 
clftlm (7) 

te No lingo potential, but ns 
much off Lb nocoBsar-y (Si 

10 Sweetest memory one hns of 
one's wedding day? IB) 

20 Not a Bound in the garden! 
(3) 

22 If you were mine, I would bo 
yours I (6) 

23 The home is quiet, afterwards 
(fli 

25 Be in earnest when you say 
“ft skinflint" (fl, 4) 

20 Having a cold, going back to 
bed (a) 

27 Seoklng an investigation (7) 

30 Rends out about ills produc- 
tion of vegetables <Bi 


As a rule, North was the de- 
clarer, West having passed in 
third position. It was natural 
then for East to try his luck with 
a low heart. Nevertheless, there 
is something odd about this. 
There used to be an idea that a 
double of 3 NT by a player whose 
side had passed throughout was a 
request for a spade lead. That 
convention, perhaps old- 
- fashioned, would have been 
very useful lo East- West on this 
occasion. 


In the match between USA and 
Australia the American Wesl 
opened One Spade in third pos- 
ition, North doubled, and South 
responded I NT. North raised to 
2 NT and South went to 3 NT. 
West, understandably but un- 
luckily, began with a low spade, 
enabling South to run ten tricks. 

At the other table of this 
match West again opened One 
Spade and North doubled. The 
response on the South hand (if 
you are not playing 1 NT as a 
constructive bid) is awkward. 
Solodar bid simply 2 and played 
there. 


Here, grandmaster John Nunn 
(White, to move) has a strong 
attack against his IM opponent, 
but the question is: can you cor- 
rectly guess Nunn’s next move 
and the best continuation? 
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Each word must contain the 
large letter, and there must be 
at least one nine- letter word 
in the list. No plurals: no 
foreign words: no proper 

names, TODAY'S, TARGET: 
23 words, good: 27 words, 
very good; 3 3 words, excel- 


31 Subdued wlieu the Uclivorlca 
urilved iB) 

32 Tin? bnr-fllM are about to get 
bile profits (81 

33 Bnrciy runs (7) 

35 Prepare to take the girl out- a 
dessert (Cl 

36 Read through nmj put into 
action (8) 

37 In bed going “A hundred, n 
hundred and one. a . . , '■ (0) 

EASY PUZZLE 

ACR08S 

9 DwelUng-piace (0) 

10 Hurried (fl) 

12 Ncnt 14) 

13 Diversion (6) 

14 Passionate (7) 

15 Accelerated. (7, 2| 

17 Hobbies IB; 

18 Prosper (7) 

2 Q Btand-in monarch 
<6) 

21 Highland group (4) 

24 Thicken (6; 

26 Democratic 
procedure (8) 

28 Skin (4) 

2B Tree-Unod road (3] 

31 Parcels (71 
34 Comes together (Bl 
36 solaced iB; 

3B Drew (7) 

39 Toro (fl; , 

40 Sort powder (4) 

11 Line- acrosfl n 
rectangle (8) 

* ! In dovM” 

1 Demonstrations of 
objeotlon (B) 

2 Have ambition (fl) 

3 Meant (8) 

4 Win back (fl) 

6 Enchanting 48) 

D Aid (10) 

7 superior* (7) 

8 Sham attacks (fl) 

11 Times of year 7) 

18 Oreaitly fears (0) 



IB Housoliold task (5) 
20 CeroaL plant (3) 

22 Not tight (5 } 

23 Decomtlvo planter 

26 Erecting a course 


ular t7) 


Jordanian Images 


30 Nasal pasanees (0) 

31 Mcr-lycoddled (8) 

32 Tempting Into sin 

33 ^U4ve mad (7) 

36 Type of aedd (0) 

SB Taker of prison era 

37 Conraete (8) 

(9) 


Saleh Abu Shindi 
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